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Turkish Airlines' domestic 
flight hijacked 

AIJIO^ (AFP) — A Turkish AirUnes flight canv- 

^ "> 'staLbul TOs 

hijacked Monday evening and ordered to ftv la ihe 
Black Se^ty of Tral^n, the Anawiia news agency 
reported. The plane had taken off from Ankara at 1706 
GMT, and the captain radioed the control tower 31 
minutes later saying the plane had been hijacked bv 
two armed men. It was not immediatelv known how 
many crew the flight carried. This was the third 
hijacking of a Turkish airliner this year. The other two 
were defused without violence. 
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Egyptian aid team arrives in Sudan 

(CH.ARTOUM iAFPj — Egyptian Health Minister 
Ismail Sollam arrived in Khartoum on Monday at the 
head of a humanitarian delegation to aid victims of 
Sudan's worst flooding in 20 years, officials said. The 
20-member team inefuding 14 doctors and S^am, 
himself a surgeon, will stay a week in areas in the 
south and north of the country hit hardest by the 
flooding, the officials said. Their humanitarian aid 
consists mainly of food and medicine. On Saturday, 
an Egyptian plane bearing 30 tonnes of tenLs and jute 
arrived in Khartoum. 
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Taleban calls for talks, 

Iran warns of regional war 


Agencies 

THE LEADER of 
y^gfianistan's Taleban move- 
ment called on Iran on Mon- 
day to bold talks under UJ^. 
laws to defuse border tenaon 
caused by die lolling (tf Iranian 
^I^omais and Taleban 
takeover of a Shi'ite strong- 
bold 

Mullah Mohammad Omar 
tdd the independent Afg^ 
Jstemic Press (AIP) news 
agracy that the United Nations 
would Name Iran if it ftiiled to 
accept his ofiec. 

. He was qipareniJy leaoiag 
to warnings fiom the Ir anian 
Ipadw^jiip of die Hanger of a 
regional cooflia after 
the Talebm's Sunni Islamist 
militia capo^ Bamiyan at 
the weekend 

Iran’s supreme leader Aya- 
tollah AH Khanwtyi warned 
Mbodr^ of a ‘luige dneaf ’ of 
war ia the region over 
Afghanistao. but stdd be was 
ddi^ Ins bek to preveot h. 

"So far 1 have prevented the 
raging of a die in the regioa, 
is not easily exdn^iish- 
able. But dl shou^ know dial 
die thre^ is very huge and 
widespread, and very nearT 
Kbaraaiea warned in a mes- 
sage broadcast tm state radio 
aidtdeviritxL 

He said war could only be 
averted by *fa(dng the J^- 
.isiaffl stby to stop interfering 
in Af^ianistan and by forcing 
die Taleban leaders to ^del^ 
logic and reason and stop dirir 
caiastro(duc airs and cccDpen- 
sare for past emxs.'* 

The Ii^'an army said Mooh 
day it was (xepared to cany 
out “any missioa'' against die 
Tald»n Islamic militia follow- 
ing Khamenei's warning. 

'The anny is relying on God 


and, maki^ use of all its 
resources, is fiiUy prepared to 
execute the orders of the leader 
of the Islamic revolution and 
cany out any mission ai^'- 
wb^ and under any circum- 
stances," it said. 

Iran has accused Pakistan, a 
close ally of the Taleban. of 
playing an active role in the 
Sunni Muslim militia's spec- 
tacular triun^ a g-nina other 
Afghan Actions and spread of 
its centred over almost all of 
the war-torn country. 

Khamenei, who is also the 
commander-in-chief of Iran's 
armed forces, charged that 
Pakistan army jets pankipared 
in the “massacre” of the Shiite 
population in BamiyaiL ceorral 
Afghanistan, which fell to the 
Taleban militia on Sunday. 

'The crimes cooimhied by 
this beaitkss and of^xessive 
tribe in central .Afghanistan 
and against Che Hazara [Shiite] 
ocxnmunhy io Bamyian ate £ir ' 
more aNioneof ' dian die mas- 
sacres of Chilians in Mazar-i- 
Sharif. a diy in northern 
Afghaniqan v^h fell tO the 
militia on August 8, he 
charged. 

Taleban fnces captured 
Bamiyan on Sunday and 
Khainenei accused Taleban 
leaders of “condemning to 


death every male in Bamiyan 
older than seven.” 

“Why commit such blood- 
durs^ and savage acts? Their 
only ofifence is not to submit to 
a plot by American oil and gas 
companies in cc^usion with 
some l^kistani military offi- 
cials — a plot vdiich has found 
expression in the Taleban mis- 
chief,” he said. 

The Iranian leader was 
^ipareody refeiring to report- 
ed D^oiiations between the 
Tatdian and the U.S. company 
UNOCAL to build a two-bil- 
lion-doUar pipeline carrying 
central Asian gas dirou^ 
Afghanistan to PakistaiL 
Iranian officials believe the 
Taleban was created by Pak- 
istan and the United States to 
mainly allow energy-rich Cen- 
tral Aria a new access to die 
sea through Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, bypasring Iran. 

The Iraruan leader uiged the 
Shiites in Bamyian ton^istlhe 
“dogmatic and savage" Tale- 
baa “which is alien from the 
shining teachings of Islara" 
*Widi a blee^g heart and 
tearful eyes I am carefully fol- 
lowing the bitter events and 
feel your sufterings in the 
depth of my heart," he said. 
“Resevt to God and bravely 
withstand the beasts. God will- 


ing you will triumph.'* 
Khamenei said Iranians 
were “impatieody’' waiting ft^ 
their govemmeot to taire a 
decisiem on bow to ftftat with 
the Taleban aftff the murder 
Iranian diplomats by the 
Islamic militia. 

‘The Iranian nation is in pain 
over the insecurity caused at 
ots* eastern bonder and the 
unjust filling of die blood of 
our difril«nats,” he said 
‘ Widi a heait filled with pain 
and soiTow, 1 am impatiendy 
waning for our staresmen to 
make a decision a gninq this 
heartless and savage oibe,’' the 
franian leader said, lefening to 
the Taleban. 

iran's National Security 
Council, the top political and 
militafy d^ion-making 
boefy, held a roeering on 
Afghanistan on Saturday, and 
Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi srid “impatant deci- 
sions" were caksn. 

The Taleban adax»vledged 
last wreck diat “ren^ade" rdli- 
tiamen had killed nine Iranian 
di{ricHnais after a raid on Iran's 
consulate in Mazar-i-Sharif on 
August 8. Iran said subse- 
quentiy that a journalist of the 
official Iranian news agency 
IRNA had also been killed 
Iran has vowed to take 


ICRC-lranian delegation to repatriate bodies of killed diplomats 

TEHRAN (AFP) — ImemationaJ Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) representatives and 
Iranian officials left here for Afghanistan on Monday to repatriate the bodies of Iranian 
diplomats and a journalist killed by the Taleban, the official IRNA news agency reporred. 

The bodies are to be formally identified before being brought back to Iran, the Iranian 
news agency said. 

The Taleban on Saturday gave permission for an Iranian plane to land in the northern ci^ 
of Mazar-e-Sharif to bring home the bodies of the nine murdered diplomats and that of an 
IRNA corre.spondent also killed by the Taleban. 

The Taleban has blamed “renegade" elements for the massacre of (he Iranian diplomats 
following the capture of Mazar-e-Sharif from ami-Taleban forces on August 8. 


revet^ for the murder of its 
nanot^ and announced plans 
to stage huge military exercis- 
es on its border with 
AfghanistaiL 

The Iranian army has sta- 
tioned more than 60.CXX) 
troops along the border with 
Afghanistan in addition to tens 
of thousands of elite Revolu- 
tionary Guards and the army 
has also announced plans to 
stage manoeuvres io die region 
starting September 23 involv- 
ing 200,000 troops. 

Khamenei pleaded with the 
Muslim World to act to save 
the Shiites and “other 
oppressed people" of 
AfghonistatL 

"Don't allow miUioos of 
p^le in Afs^ianistan to be 
victims of Taleban mischief. 
Dm'i allow this rigid-minded 
and beanJess group to wage a 
reli^ous war and ^>ill blood 
which could, God forbid, 
spread to odia parts of the 
Island Werid," be said. 

The Iranian leader notably 
ur^ the people of Pakistan to 
stop “l^ part of the Pakistani 
army which in the service of 
American oil companies pixirs 
fire and bombs on the he^ of 
the people of Bamiyan.” 

“Don't allow dns section of 
the Paldoani army which sows 
seeds of unrest in die region to 
continue waging war. Don't 
allow die Anerican compa- 

nies to pursue their vricked 
interesLs at the cost of the 
bloods of tens of thousands of 
TVfusUms,” he warned. 

Tlie Taleban authorities 
Monday g^ assurances that 
the erimic residents of 
Bamiyan would be protected 
and the rnilitia-oontrdled 
Radio Shariat said strict otders 
had gone out that opposition 
prisooers should not be killed. 


Five days on, U.S envoy 
achieves no breakthrough 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Ameri- 
can peace envoy Dennis 
Ross has so far achieved no 
break in the deadlock 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians over a long-delayed 
IsraeU pullback in the West 
Bank, an IsraeU official said 
Monday. 

Ross held a fourth meeting 
Monday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Public Secu- 
rity Minister Avigdor Kaha- 
lani, and briefed ffiem on his 
latest meetings with Pales- 
tinian President Yassa 
Araiat and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

The meeting came as 
Israel slightly eased the 
blockade it imposed eariy 
Friday on Palestinians of tire 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Sti^ after an elite Israeli 
police unit killed two leaders 
of the Islamic Hamas group. 

Israel lifted a so-call^ 
intonal closure around one 
West Bank city, Nablus, per- 
mitting travel to resume 
between it and the rest of the 
West Bank. It also rec^ned 
tire border to Palestinian 
tracks tringing in goods, 
although diey were subject 
to bca\^' security checks. 

But tens of thousands of 
Palestinian wcakers in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
ramained barred firom jobs in 
Israel. 

Ftxim Ross' account it 
erased that Arafat is not 
willing to satisfy Israel’s 
demands regarding a clamp- 
down on Iriamists opposed 
10 peace with Israel, 
NetaiQ'ahu’s adviser David 
Bar-Hlan said. 

*^ey are refusing to even 
(discuss tile issues of red- 
pO(3ty and tireir commit- 



A Palestinian man shows his papers to an Israeli border police officer tiydng to ^ 
through an army checkpoint on the Jcnisaiem-Bethlehem road Monday. For the first 
time S more than a yeaiv Israel has sealed off the West Bank and Gasa Strip, locking out 
lens of thousands of Palestinians from their workplaces (AP photo) 


meats under the January 
1997 agreeraenls on securi- 
ty," Bar-lllan told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

Israel has agreed to with- 
draw from 13 per cent of the 
West Bank but insists that 
the Palestinians imprison 
those it considers activists, 
confi^t^ arms from 
{g l nnii sK and fulfil other 
security accords. 

The Palestinians say they 
are willing to honour a secu- 
rity memorandum drawn up 
several months ago by Israeli 
and Palestinian security 
forces under U.S. auspices, 
but Netanyahu rejected it as 
too favourable to the Pales- 
tinians. 


The Palestinians are also 
demanding that Israel hon- 
our its commitments under 
the Oslo agreements to let 
the Palestinians open a sea- 
port and airport in the Gaza 
Strip, and a so-called safe 
p assa ge — a land route — 
for Pdlestinians across Israeli 
territoiy between Gaza and 
the West Bank. 

Israel has so far refesed for 
reasons of security. An 
Israeli official said Monday 
the Palestinians have backed 
away from understandings 
that were reached on these 
issues. 

An Israeli official, speak- 
ing on (tondition of 
anonymity, accused Arafat 


of deUberately subverting a 
meeting now so he will have 
a greater opportunity to 
attack Israel at the upcoming 
meeting of the UN. General 
Assembly. 

Israel sealed off die West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip 
after its agents killed two 
brothers Inwi and Adel 
Awadallah who were promi- 
.nem members of Hamas, cit- 
ing fear of retaliation by the 
group’s militaiy wing. 

Hamas spiritual leader 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin said 
die group would take 
revenge. Hamas has killed 
scores of Chilians in suici<fe 
bombing attacks in Israeli 
cities. 


Israel 
threatens 
sanctions if 
Palestinians 
declare state 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Pales- 
tinians will not be allowed 
to coTiK to Israel to work if 
(hey declare an indepen- 
dent state next May. 
Israel’s ambassador to the 
United States. Zalman 
S1 k>v^. bos warned. 

Military radio said 

Sboval made the threat dur- 
ing a meeting in Washing- 
ton with World Bank Presi- 
dent James Wolfensohn. 
He was the first Israeli offi- 
cial u> threaten reprisals for 
an independence declara- 
ti<m, it said. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat has said on 
several occasions that he 
plans to proclaim an inde- 
pendent state May 4, 1999. 
the end of the five-year 
interim autonomy pericxl 
under the Israeli-Palestin- 
ian Oslo accords. 

So far. Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
has said only that Israel 
would take ''unilateral 
measures" if Arafat takes 
unilateral steps, with the 
expectation that Israel 
could annex pans of the 
West Bank. 

About 100.000 Palestini- 
ans go to Israel every day 
to work, two thitxls of them 
legally. 

But Israel sealed off the 
West Bank and Gaza last 
week for fear of reprisals 
following the killings of 
two Hamas military chiefs 
Tburaday. The closure has 
increased unemployment 
is the West Bank and Gaza 
for an undetermined peri- 
od. 



Water Minister Hani Mulld raises a fiask full of water for all reporters to see, Monday, 
during a tour at the Zai Water Treatment Plant (Photo by Nasser Ayyoub) 

Zai station pumps at 
full capacity Saturday 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The Zai Water 
Treatment Plant that supplies 
Amman will resume fiill- 
capacity pumping as of Santr- 
doy, the government said Mon- 
day. 

Minister of Water and Energy 
Hani Mulld said the plant will 
resume pumping af^ all nec- 
essary repairs were carried out 
He adJed that Western 
Amman will resume receiving 
water twice a week instead 
once a wedc since the water cri- 
sis erupted in July. 

'1 assure citizens that die 
water crisis will not occur 
again,” Mulld told the press 
{hiring a seNen-hour tour of the 
lower Yarmouk basin region, 
and visits to laboratories and 
control nxxns akxig the King 
Abdullah F*nnal. ibe Zai plant 
and Dabouq Reservoir. 

“Within the next few days, 
additional improvements 
be added to the plant to ensure 
h wUI provide supplies twice a 
week to Waaem Ammaiu" 
Anxog the new meas ure s to 
ensure proper supplies of woiei; 
the minister said die Rc^ Sci- 
entific Socie^’ conducts biolog- 


ical and chemical tests on water 
coming in and going out of the 
plant three times a weeL The 
RSS tests are compared then 
matched with the Ministry of 
Wiier's own tests beftxe the 
water reaches Dabouq Reser- 
voir. 

He said in the past few iveeks, 
the plant was fbreed to stop or 
slow doivn its supplies in order 
to maintain water quali^. 

"It is better to s^ pun^g 
than supplying water that does 
not fit human consumption. 
Quality Is more important than 
quantify," Mulld sakL 

Last week. Japan granted Jor- 
dan $63 million to the sec- 
ond stage of expanding the 
plant to double water sillies 
to the Greater Amman area. 

MuBd said some citizens are 
using extra water after the gov- 
emroem exempted >^^siero 
Amman residents from paying 
water bills for the months 
July through September. 

He said becaiise of excessive 
use of waters some people 
complain that water doss not 
reach them. *7 uige all citizens 
to act responsibly in dieir use of 
this scarce natural nssouice." 
Mulld said. 


He eigsiained that the huge 
amounts of phosphate, coming 
fiom fertiUseis and other 
sources around King Abdullah 
Canal coiq^ with the heat 
wave, contributed to the growth 
of al^ in the canal 

To protect the canal water, 
hi^ fences have been built on 
both sides of die canal to protect 
it against any source of poUu- 
tioa 

To help find a permanent 
sotuDN) to Amman shortage. 
MuOd said the government 
next month call for tenders for 
the IMsi-.^mman water project 
which “also aims at reviving 
Joidan southern regions." 

The minister added that be 
wifl visit baq ID discuss the pos- 
sibility of drewing water ^m 
the Tigris River to supply water 
to the nonbem pans of the 
CDUony. 

Last Tuesday Ministry of 
Water and ImgaiioD Secretaiy 
General CJusai Quteishat asked 
Jordanian businesspetsons to 
invest in wai^ Fsojects wextb 
JD3J billion (S5 Nllion) over 
the next 14 yeais in order to 
meet the rising demand fix' diis 
scarce natural resource. 


IAEA says unable to carry out 
verification mission in Iraq 


VIENNA (AFP) — The 
director-general of the 
International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency (IAEA), 
Mohamed A1 Baradei, said 
Monday that the agency 
was unable to cany out its 
mission to inspect Iraq’s 
nuclear programme. 

Since Aug. 5. Iraq has 
forbidden the United 


Nations' Special Commis- 
sion (UNSCOM) and the 
IAEA to inspect new sites 
while allowing the surveil- 
lance of already declared 
industrial and military sites. 

On Wednesday, the U.N. 
Security Council suspended 
any review of the sanctions 
until Iraq agrees to cooper- 
ate with the TWO agencies 


responsible for its- disarma- 
ment. 

Iraq's recent decision sig- 
nifies chat it will not facili- 
tate Che inspection of any 
new sites by the agency, 
and that it will not reply to 
investigation into its secret 
nuclear weapons pro- 
sramme. A1 Baradei said. 



IN WEST FOR FIRST TIME IN 10 YEARS: Britain’s Queen Elizabeth and Duke of 
Hdinbui^ with the crown prince of Saudi Arabia, Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz 
A1 Saud, after he arrived at her Scottish residence, Balmoral Castle, for lunch on Mon- 
day. The prince arrived in London on Sunday for his first visit to the West in 10 years 
and was welcomed by Britain’s Prince Charles (AP photo) 
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New test of Israeli anti-missile 
missile soon with ‘virtuai’ target 


TEL AVIV (APj — Israel's 
Arrow-2 anti-missile, 
which failed its last test fir- 
ing, will soon undergo a 
new test with a “viirual” 
target, an Arrow project 
source said. 

In the two previous tests 
there was a real target mis- 
sile. This time the target 
will be “virtual” or simulat- 
ed, the source told The 
Associated Press. 

At the last test of the 
Ajtow- 2, in August 1977, 
the missile veered off 
course and the test was 
aborted, the Israeli Defence 
Ministry said. 

Neve^eless. Defence 
Secretary W^am Cohen 
this year approved funding 
for Israel to deploy a third 
battery of the Airow-2. 

Two-thirds of the estimat- 
ed $1.6 billion cost of the 
Arrow project is being 
financed by the United 
States. Washington has so 
far contributed about $250 
million to the prognunme. 

The system was original- 
ly supposed to become 
operatioual in 1998. but a 
senior Israeli air force offi- 
cer, Brig. Gen. Zion Sapir, 
told reporters last month 


that the Hrst battery would 
probably be deployed in 
1999. 

The Attow- 2 is being 
developed by Israel Aircraft 
Industries. 

The upcoming test will be 
the sixth. The missile will 
be launched from a ship in 
the Mediteiranean, said the 
source, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

This will be the first time 
that the missile's early 
warning, tracking and fire 
control systems will be 
used for detecting and 
intercepting the target, be 
said. At the last two launch- 
ings they were tested in 
“shadow mode,” which 
means they functioned in 
parallel, but did not play a 
role in the launch and inter- 
ception. 

The ship will be far out to 
sea so that the launch can- 
not be filmed or pho- 
togr^bed by the news 
mettia from the shore. The 
waihead will not be activat- 
ed and the missile will be 
destroyed from the ground 
about 100 km from its 
launcher. 

The Arrow-2 is intended 
by Israel as a defence 


against ballistic missiles 
possessed by Iraq, Iran or 
other potential enemies 
such as Syria or Libya, and 
can also be integrated into 
American missile defence 
systems. 

During the 1991 Gulf 
war. Soviet-manufactured 
Scud missiles fired by Iraq 
caused extensive damage in 
Israeli cities. 

Casualties were relatively 
low because the missiles 
had conventional, not 
nuclear, chemical or bio- 
logical warheads. 

Patriot missiles supplied 
to Israel during the war by 
the United States proved 
ineffective against the 
Scuds. 

Last month Iran success- 
fully tested the Shahab-3 
medium range missile 
which is capable of reach- 
ing Israel. Iran is widely 
believed to be striving to 
achieve a nuclear cap^ili- 

In Israel and rd)road the 
Arrow project has been 
challenged, both on account 
of its cost and because crit- 
ics say it will be ineffective 
against ballistic missiles 
multiple warheads. 


decoys or other readily 
avail^le devices for mak- 
ing interception more diffi- 
cult. 

The critics advocate 
either deterrence by means 
of a second-strike capabili- 
ty provided by nuclear mis- 
siles moun^ on sub- 
marines. or interception of 
enemy ballistic missiles 
immediately after they are 
launched. The second aiter- 
native would reqiure and- 
ballistic missiles fired from 
pilotless planes above the 
enemy’s tecritoiy. 

Defenders of the Arrow 
project say it does not rale 
out the alternative solutions 
and they too are being stud- 
ied. 

According to foreign 
pr^s reports, the new Dol- 
phin-class submarines 
which Israel is to receive 
from Germany are capable 
of launching cruise mis- 
siles. 

T^ submarines are cur- 
rently undergoing sea trials 
in the North Sea. Israel is 
not known to possess a 
cruise missile but is 
believed to have the techni- 
cal know-how to produce 
one. 


Israel calls 
on Russia 
to halt 
technology 
transfer 


TEL AVTV (R) -o Israeli f^hne 
Mknster Benyamin Netanyahu 
called on Russia's new ftime 
Minisier Yevgeny Primakov on 
Sunday to be^) stop die transfer 
of arms ledmol^ in die 
legioL 

Isiad and die Uznted Stales 
ha'iv repeatedly uged Russia to 
withhold die sale df rodsets. 
nudear ledmokigy and tecfam- 
cal assistanx to liaa 

hope that you will use your 
influence to stem the flow ctf 
dual-use technologies, equip- 
ment and know-how, >rtiidi wlD 
further destabilise (he region in 
general and pose an existential 
threat B) Israel if left 
unchecked," Netanyahu wioos 
in a coogratulatocy note to Pri- 
makov. 

In July bantesc-fitedanustile 
with a range of 1 JOOldlometres. 
The Shefaab<3 could strike 
Israel, Saudi AraNa and pottioQS 
of Russia, as wen asT\iikey. 

An Israeli militaiy source said 
at (he time that a prototype the 
Shehab-3 would be ready in 
1999 if Rusrian aid to Iran con- 
tinued uohindeieil The source 
said the missile could possibly 
cany non-conventional war- 
head 

Russian PiesideDt Boris 
Yeltsin ' denied last year dial 
Russian con^onies are aiding 
Iranian misrile and nuclear pro- 
sraniines. 


Netanyahu threatens reprisals 
on anniversary of Oslo accords 


TEL AVIV (AJFP) — Israel on 
SuD^ tfar^tened severe 
Tq wi*^ s if Hamas trias to 
avenge the killing of two of its 
leadens and accus^ the Pales- 
tinians of violating the Oslo 
peace accords not fighting 
tezrorism. 

‘Tsiael will respond severe- 
ly if Hamas ^)es ahead wifti 
its threat to carry out large 
scale attacks,” Prime Mimsier 
Benyamin Netanyahu cold a 
calrinet meeting on foe fifth 
aoiuversaiy of the historic 
signing of the accords by 
Palestinian Resident Yassa 
Arafat and then Israeli Rime 
Minister 'Vltzhak Rabin. 

“'We will not tolerate attacks 
against our citizens and win 
bft foe kUler organisatioas 
hard.” he s^d. 

Hamas, an activist Palestin- 
ian group which bse kflied 
scQces of Israelis, has threat- 
ened to carry out “pauifliT' 
reprisals ftir the Thursday 
killing by Israel of Adel and 
Imad AvradaUsfo, two of foe 
Jewish state's most wanted 


men. 

Major General Moshe 
Yaalon stud Israel was talting 
foe threats seriously but noted 
that the West Bank branch of 
foe movement's armed wing 
Itzeddine A1 Qassam had 
been weakened by the slaying 
and a series of other recent 
setbacks. 

Adel AwadaDah. 3 1 . was the 
head of Qassam on foe VSfest 
Bank. His bzotber and ri^t- 
hand man Imad. 29, had bm 
arrested by I^lestinian police 
eaiiier this year but esca^ in 


unclear drcumstances frcxn a 
jail in Jericho on Aug. 15. 

Yaakxi, who heads foe aony 
command te^ionsiUe for the 
Bank, declined to ocn- 
firm or deny press reports that 
I^estinian security forces 
helped foe Israelis ti^ down 
foe AwadaDah bcofoers. 

However a serritx army 
intelhgeiKe offidal categori- 
cally denied that P^estlnian 
police had played any itde in 
locating the Awadallabs. 

Yaalon also srad Israel 
would not hand over- foeir 
bodies to fo^ families and 
would bioy them itself to pre- 
vent violence. 

“Ws wjQl not give foe botfies 
back. I'm sure it would be a 
negative step wtidi win pro- 
voke a lot of violence, e^ie- 
dally in RsunaUah [home to 
foe AwadaDah fatmly],” 
Yaalon told t^xKtets. 

Five Palestinians, including 
a seven-year-old giii, were 
injured in clashes vrith Israeli 
sddiers near Bethlehem dur- 
ing potests over foe kiOings. 
Sioular demonstrations on 
Satind^ left mote than 100 
Palesthuans wounded by 
IsiaeU gunfire. 

Netanyahu said foe Palestin- 
ian National Authority had 
violated foe peace accoids by 
OCX woridDg haid enough to 
clamp down on militant 
groups such as — Hamas. 

'*i1k signing of foe Orio 
a ccords initiated great e:qpeC’ 
tatioos. but the Palestinians 
have not w^ed war against 
tencds m , which was at foe 
heart of the acocxds.” he said. 


acting that “more Israelis 
have been lolled in terrorist 
attacks rince foe signing of the 
Oslo accords than in foe 15 
years foat preceded them.” 

But former IsiaeD Rime 
Mictister Shiinon Panes, one of 
foe diief arhitecti; of the 
accords, said Netenyahu “is 
nnstaken from A to Z because 
to wage a fight pec^les wifl 
ftxever hate and threaten each 
other or ovate two states 
whkfo wiU have ^xxl neij^- 
' bouriy lelations.” against ter- 
rorism you need to create a 
confidei^ with foe PNA.” 
That confidence “disap- 
peared” after Netanyahu's 
1996 election, be s^ 

But Netan}^u declared 
Israel was re^y to transfer 
“new territories K) foe Pales- 
tixuans, even foou^ they are 
part of our heritage, on condi- 
tion that the I^lestinians ftilfiD 
their obligations fighting 
against Hamas.” 

The prime minister s refusal 
to commit to a U.S. proposal 
fix' Israel to wifodraw fr»n a 
further 13.1 per cent of the 
West Bank, which the Pales- 
timans have already accept^ 
has kept peace t.^lla at an 
inqiosse. 

U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
met wifo both IsraeU and 
Palestinian leaders in recent 
days TO unblock foe negotia- 
tions but during a visit to 
Egypt on Sunday he said the 
two sides were far 



WELCOME TO THE HOTEL... CLINTON? Israelis walk past the entrance to the 
Carmel Hotel in the coastal town ofNetanya, 20 miles north of Tel Aviv. Monday. 
The hotel temporarily named Itself the “Carmel Clinton** hotel in a show of soU- 
darity with U^. Prudent Bill Clinton. The Carmel Clinton hotel manager said 
that the name change was intended to help the president by sending him a wave of 
positive energy (AP photo) 


Israeli 

cabinet 


approves 
1 999 budget 


TELAVIV (AP)— Aflerdays 
^ wiangling. Rinte Mmisier 
Benyanun N^yaba per- 
sua^ his ctfoinet to ^ipiDve 
a budget cuts pcogramm foat 
reduces speod^ overaU hot 
raises defence c^ays for the 
first time in ten years. 

Fourteen minisieis voted in 
favour of foe {xoposal two 
were against and one (fid not 
vote. 

The review of tiie proposed 
cut b^an last week, ^ as 
many as 11 of 17 nrimaen; 
were rqxxted to have 
opposed foe prugiamm at foe 
time. 

Netanyahu and Fiaance 
Minister Yaalrov Neeman met 
wifo budget opponents over 
the past vreek and managed to 
piece together a larger-dian- 
expected majority for the plan 
Neeman and Netanyahu said 
at a news omfereace after foe 
vote that the mqcrity was 
attained ledisbibutiiig bud- 
get cuts among foe various 
rmnis tries, aod foat oveiaS 
^lending won't be hitter tbai 
planned. 

Howe\’er. foe defence bud- 
get wUl be inoeased in foe 
coming yeac Netany^ has 
been insistent oa raising it in 
19^ for foe first time in 10 
years, citing new threats to 
Israel's security, inclndiDg 
Iran's Sbahab-3 missile. ' 

On Sunday, be said defence 
spending woukfn*t rise as 
much as he would Iflte, but 
foat foe government bad 
agreed on a 10-year plan 
meant to increase def^ 
ending mcrementally. 

The 1999 defence budget is 
333 biDkxi shekels ($8.6 bil 
lion), an increase d 670 mil- 
lion shekels ($174 miDicsi) 
over the 1998 budget 


27 killed 
In fresh 
Algeria 
violence 


ALGIERS (AFPj — 
Twenty-seven people were 
killed and two others seri- 
ously wounded overnight 
by on armed group in the 
region of Ain Delia. 1 50 
kilometre.s we.st of the 
Algerian capital. Algerian 
security .service.s said 
Monday. 

They said the victims 
were “cowardly assassi- 
nated" in the massacre, 
which look place in the 
village of Sidi-Sbaa. in the 
muoicipality of Miliana. 

“The security services 
have launched an intensive 
Karch and pursuit of the 
perpetrators of this crimi- 
nal act.” the source said. 


Turkish troops kill 22 rebel Kurds 
in worst clashes since truce 


DIY'/^AKIR (AFP» — 
Turid.sh troops kflied 22 sep- 
aratist Kurdish rebels in the 
country's troubled Southeast 
at the weekend in the heavi- 
est fighting since a truce 
declai^ by the rebels took 
effect two weeks ago. securi- 
ty officials said Monday. 

The worst clash was in a 
mountainous area in Simak 
province near the border 
when 16 members of the out- 
lawed Kurdish Labour Puny 
(PKK) were kiUed. they lold 
AFP. 

The fighting was continu- 
ing Monday, with army units 
sending reinforcements to the 
area, the officials .said. 

Six other PKK members 
were killed in four .separate 
and smaller clashes in neigh- 
bouring Batman. Diyarbaldr. 
Hakkari and TunceU 
province.s. 

The officials made no men- 
tion of any Tlukish casual- 
ties. 


The fighting reports came 
shortly after PKK leader 
AbduUah OcaJan was quoted 
by the press as saying that his 
group was putting an end to 
its ceasefire, which had been 
in effect since September 1. 

‘They H^urkey] did not 
abide by the truce we 
declared" foe English-lan- 
guage Turkish Daily News 
on Sunday quoted Deal an as 
.saying on foe pro-PKK tele- 
vi.sion channel Med-TY 
broadcasting from Eurc^. 

“We have developed new 
war lactics and vrill intensify 
our attacks.” Ocaion report- 
edly said. 

OcaJan announced an 
unconditional and unilateral 
ceasefire in August that was 
to come into effect on Sep- 
tember 1 and last until foe 
Turkish elections next April. 

He urged Ankara to agree 
to talks with his group for an 
end to the country's kurdish 
problem. 


But the Turidsb govem- 
ment and army tejet^ the 
truce, accusing the PKK of 
^ingto gain time to regroup 
its weakened forces and call- 
ing on OcaJan to suneoder. 

‘The PKK's so-caDed 
ceasefire has been p r omp ted 
by the fact chat it b^ lost its 
nilDtary strength over the 
few years. The PKK 
simply wants to gain time 
throu^ foat trace, but we 
wiD not play that game,” 
Aydin Arslan, regional gova- 
nor of Ttiilcey’s embattled 
southeast, said 

Prime Minister Mesut Ytl- 
maz also dismissed the cease- 
fine offer, saying the govern- 
ment would never accept foe 
rebel leader as a negotiating 
partner. 

Chief of Staff Huseyin 
Kivrikqgiu called on Ocalan 
to surrender to the state or 
abandon the armed rebellUxi 
with aU his men. “There is no 
ofoer way,” Kivrilroglu said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel 4773111-19 
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CALENDAR 


.Cartoon — TheHnk 


“Quiz 


15:10 .. 

Panther 

1530 SraaO Talk — 

Show” 

16KN) ' ..... J>ajna — Neighbour 
16:30 — Dec. — UfeChcNces 
17:00 ......Doc. — R(^ Blood 


4632785 

St Joseph Oiurcfa TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Cburdi Td. 
4622366 

Ai^flcan Cfauidi TeL 
4624853AI6248II. 


WEATBER 


I8dK) .......Jirench Pfogrammes 

— Les Coetas Brule’s 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:1s ._..-FieD(h Ptogramme 


— Ftactales 
19-30 

1935 Step by Step — “Guess 


.News headHiies 


Who's Comii^ to Dinner^ 

20HN) .......WhatWjuklVauDQ? 

2030 ...... - E nco uiae r 

21:10 Mini-series — An Inde- 


pendent Man 7) 

22:00 NewsinEnglisb 


2230 Lonesome Dove 

2339 Rxuure film — Harmful 
Intent 

0130 fiidofrX 


PRAYER TIMES 

0436 1^ 

0fel4 ... (Sunrise) Dute 

1231 — ^»hr 

16tiB ‘Asr 


18»48 Maghreb 

2Sk06 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Qaircfa 
Swdfieh. TeL 592(7740 
AssemWes of God Qnndi TeL 


Sl Afrem S>iian Orthodox 
Churdi TeL 4771751. 

Amman Tntomatinnal OuiTCh 

TeL5865897 

Gennan-spealdi^ Evai^efical 
Congregation TeL S6S8404 
Tlie EvangeScal Local Cburcfa 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1 295 
Cliurdi of Je$o$ Christ of Lat 
ter Day Saims TeL 4654932 
St John foe Baptist at De la 
SaDeCoHegelU. 5661757 
Churdi cf the Amandation 
m 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Cbnrch lU. 
4646138 

Chnrdi of RMCrtati oa, Swd- 
Sefa TeL 5920146 

The Itniate tTalhnKp. Chmr h 

Id 4624757 

The RngOA-T Jingiiagg 

CafooKc Parish Td. 4614190 
E>-ange&ca] Free Churdi Id. 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TfeL 
4628052 

The ArmeniaD Ca tiiw % 
Church TcL4771331 
The American Orthodox* 
Chuicb Id. 4775261 


BuSetin suf^tUed by the Depart- 
ment cfMeteor^ogy 
Rdative warm weafoer co n ditions 
wiD prevaD with tempaatures ris- 
ing sliglriy and winds nonhwest- 
eilyiOTionheasteriy modera t e. In 
Aqaba, it will be hoc, winds 
noefoedy mode ra t e , and seas 
calm. 

Amman .. 


Dc Ahmad Mama' _.^33594I3 
De YoiBerRafoid-^_4875792 

De MatanoadArnr 4S888S3 

A1 Asema pharmacy —4637055 
A1 Satam pbamacy ....4636730 
Shmrisani pharmacy .4637660 
Naiioukfa ifoannacy ..>1623672 


IRBID: 

De faam OgBh 


-246858 


A1 Quds ifoannacy (— ) 


-2Qf34 


Aqaba. 


-2fr39 


Deserts. 


.18/36 


Jordan Valley . 


-2M9 


ZARQA: 

De^^lbiasefa .982799 

KhaEfeh {foarmacy .985417 


YestBRlay's high terr^wratures: 
AmmaD 3Z Aqaba 38 Humidi- 
ty itatfings; Amman 30 percent, 
Aqaba 40 percere. 

Fedtowing are foe hi^wst tender- 
atures expected today in foe fbl- 
lowhig areas: 

Ajloon - - 


EMERGENCIES 


Food CoGtrol Gentre....4637] 1 1 
Civil Defence Dqaitment 
5661111 

Ovil Defaice Immediate Rescue 
4630341 


27 


l>rsKh 

14 



VloHaha 


Pem 

... 33 

DeadSea . . . 

... 58 


Gvil Defence Emeigaxy.— 199 
Rescue Rlice 192. 462I1I1. 
4637777 

FtreBrig>A» J6mm 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Iflghway Police 53434(C 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUIY 
AMMAN: 

Db WtfidMaai.^_567548S 


Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security Depu.„.4630321 

ItotelOmylaina. -5605800 

Price CoiiplainlS-. 5661 176 

A Sewo^ Qxi^)hii)ts 4897467 
Amman MutJdpaUty Coraplaiais 
...--,...-.4787111 


Telephone Morroaiian (direoory 


assistarxe) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Tcluphnnc 

Repairs 4623I0I 

Abdali Td. Repairs— — 5661 101 

Jordon Tekviriun 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .....—......-..4774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 5680 1 00 

J.ElecirirityAuihori^ .-5RI56I5 
Hcctiic Power Co.— ...—463638 1 
RJ Flight lnforniation-44-53300 
Queen Alia foil. Airpott -.44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

The Arab Centre for Heart and $pc- 

cudSurgety —5921199 

The Islamic. Abdii —..5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre Tcl. 

5856856 

Ltemiia ....—.4630195 

Kballdi Maiemit>' .4644281/6 

Akileh Maicnihy. .4642441/2 

Jobal Amnun MatemiQ'...,, 4642362 
Mulbas. J. Amman. .....4636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani —5607071 

Shmd&oni Hospital 5669131 

UnKcrsiQ' Mortal —...5353444 
Ai-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 
Al-/^ Abdali —...-5664164/6 
Icalian,A}-Muhajrcea 4777101/3 

AI-Bashir. 4775111/26 

AuRiy, Marka .-,—*-489161 1 /IS 
Queen Alla Ho^(a).-56a2240/50 

Ama] Hospital — 5674155 

ZARQA: 


Zarqa 


Cov^ Hospital 
-(091983323 


Zarqa Notional Hospital 
— .(09)900560 


CXberFDgfats 

09:00 - 

I3H» 


..Cario (MS) 


12:35 — 3erlia Frankfurt (RJ) 
13KW .......Geneva, Brussels 

(KJ» 

13:10 Paiis(RJ) 

13:15 Criro(RJ) 

MrtB Madrid (RJ) 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AJ Hikma Modem Hospiml 
(09)99099 


RBID: 

Rintxss Basma Hospital 

(02)275,555 

Greek Catholic Haspital 

-....(02)272275 


.Rivadh(SV) 

13:30— .AdencIY) 

14:25 Alunich (LH) 

15:00 Istanbul (TK) 

16:10 B^tdn, Doha(GF) 
16:10 -...Dubai (EK) 


21:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21:25 fcddah(RJ) 


22.*00 — l^iabf, Dubai (RJ) 
22^^0 Damascus (RJ) 


18:05 .— ... — ..Kiev (6U) 

I9KK) Paris (AF) 


Giber Fligbts 
07iZ5 


.RankfintlLH) 


Ibn Al Nafee» Hospital 
.(02)347100 


20:25 — .Tcl .Ariv n.Y> 

22J0 Beirut (ME) 


AQABA: 

Princes HayaHu^iol (03)314111 


23:35 LamacatCY) 

23»f0 Amsterdam (KL) 

00:55 Bucharest (RO) 

03^ - -.—...Rnmc f A2) 

(M:25 LmJon (BA) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:10 ^Tritran(RJ) 

07:30 .Damascus (RJ) 

08:05 — Sanaa (RJ) 


Rnyal Wngs (R^V) Flighu: 
10:20 Aqaba farrislng at QAIA 
and proc^ng to Marka Airpon ) 
(RW) 

19:20 Tcl Aviv faniving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

18K)0.Aqaba (aniving at Marka 
Airpen) (RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (nrrmng at Marka 
Airpon) (RW) 


KhOO 


14:30. 


1450. 


15:15. 


16:00 


17:20 


1700 


19:05. 

21:10. 

lQev(6tJ) 

23:55 


00:40- 

01:55. 

-Beirut. Amsterdam (KL) 

(M:00. 

RflT»ift(A7) 

06:35 

Lamaca(CY) 


07:30 

09:20 


Paris (AR 


Loadan (BA) 


10:15 AbuDhabLAI'.AintRJ) 
10>t0 ..—MuscaL Dubai (RJ) 
I0>45 ..... — Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

UdS Beirut (RJ) 

I7d» —— ...-Cairo (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


19HJ0 ...London. Hankftiit(RJ) 
21:50 Chicago. Amsterdsun (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fit^tc 

7:45 .Beirut (Rjj 

09900 Arnstadam. Nm' York 
(RJ) 

iilO .......Vienna, London (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) FEglits 
Aqri» (from Maika Air- 
pon)(R!W') 

09:30.-Aqaba (fiom Marka Ab- 

PWt)(RW) 

17:30 Tcl Ariv (fitMn Maika Air- 
port)(RW) 

21:30 -Aqtdte (&OQI QAIA) 0^ 
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ByA0a A. Toukan 

AMMAN — His Roya] 
Highness Ciown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, and 
former Israeli Army Chief 
of Staff Amnon Shahak 
met Monday in Amman. 

According to a source 
leqnesting anonymity. 
Prince Hs^sao and Shah^ 
discussed the “current sta- 
tus of [Palestinian-Israelil 
oegotiations," security- 
related issues, and ways to 
enhance bilateral economic 
des. 

Shahak. who was ih 
Amman on a private visit, 
finishe d bis term as army 
chief early July. IsraeU 
reports initicate that he is 
contemplating . entering 
into politics, and opinion 
polls place him ahead of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Labour 
leader Ehud Barak. He is 
also liepoitedly considering 
going into business or the 
poblm sector. 

Stilt in active army ser- 
vice for the next 10 
months, Shahak has so far 
been careful not to disclose 
his political views. 
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Heal^ Minister Na^el Ajlomu cuts the ribbon Monday at the new health centre in 
Abu Nusseir (Petra photoj 

Health minister Ajiouni 
opens medical complex 


AMMAN (Petra) — Heailh 
Minister Na'el Ajiouni on 
Monday opened Abu Nus- 
seir Comprehensive Health 
Care Centre, which consists 
of an X-ray section, a lab, a 
pharmacy and an emer- 
gency imiL 

Speaking at the ceremo- 
ny, Ajiouni said the reun- 
istry is seeking to expand 
its services thraughout the 
country to benefit all citi- 


zens. 

He added that the min- 
istry can supply 99 per cent 
of patients with medicine 
without resmting to alterna- 
tive medicine. 

The acting director gener- 
al of Amman Govemorate's 
Health Care Department. 
Mohammad Turk, said the 
centre will provide all types 
of treatment, including den- 
tal and maternal services. 


among others. 

The director of the Abu 
Nusseir centre. Musa 
Khalil, said the centre will 
offer services to approxi- 
mately 150,000 citizens 
and can accommodate 
about 450 people per day. 

The minister and the 
accompanying delegation 
toured the centre and 
inspected its various sec- 
tions. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Educatifm minister meets Canadian envoy 

AMMAN (Psora) — Education Minister Fawzi Gharalbeh 
and Canadian Ambassador to J«»dan h^chael Malloy cm 
Mood^ discussed cooperation between the two countries in 
educational fieJds, paiticulariy training Eng lish and mathe- 
matics teachers, lii^ also di^s.<ied vocational trmning and 
schoIarsbqK. 

Itade minister meets with Lebanese envoy 

AMMAN (Para) — Minister of Industry and Trade 
MPhamsi^d Horani. on Monday received Lebanese 
Ambassador William Habib, with whom be discussed bilat- 
eral cooper^ionm econcmiic and trade fields and means of 
activating trad^'^^teemei^: The' twb' sides also discussed 
bdthng industrial exhilntions in both countries. 

Tarawneh visits wounded ofiGcer 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Fayez Thrawneh on 
Mood^ visited Lieuienant Ra'ed Khsaba, who is cuciently 
TccupeFating at Jordan Universi^ Hospital from gunshot 
wounds received from unideotified asaUants. Tarawnefa 
wished him a speedy recovery and commended his courage 
al(Hig with his colleague, the late sergeant Mohammad Sba- 
ber .AJarmeh. Tarawn^ also paid a omdolenoe visit to the 
Ajan^bome. 

Pa riiam gntarians meet with Arafat 

RAMALLAH (Petra) — A parliament^ delegation curent- 
]y visiting Pale^inian Natio^ Autiiraity areas was received 
on Monday PNA F^deot Yasser A^aL The delegation 
and Arafat reviewed the latest developments in the peaM 
pnxess. Prudent Arafat wished His Majesty King Hus^ 
a speedy recovery and a safo return home. The delegation, 
headed by Deputy Nawwaf Khawaldeh, later held talks with 
(%azi Hananya, deputy president of the Palestinian Legisla- 
tive CoupdJ, on ways of boosting bilateral coc^ieration, par- 
ticulariy in pariiameotaiy fields. The delegation also held 
talks with PNAInfrmnation Yasser Abed R^>bo. The pariia- 
Tumtgmanc v/j]! yisit Bethlehem, Hebron and Gaza. 

Isradi embassy announces visa guiddines 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Israeli embassy issued a statement 
Mcod^ annfMinrino riiar it .will grant one-time visas valid 
for six mnmrtK to persons wishing to visit Israel and the PNA 
sreas. The statement requested that those wishing to ^t in 
Ae gimingr apply during the months of March, April and 
Mjqt. 
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WHAT'S GOING ON 


TUNISIAN FICM FESTIVAL 
*** MajnnmiT^>y ^'*fff^^Rryalf^iltiiralCePtie ai8KX)pm.(ADOlh- 

V film Lost Pigeon’s ^fecldac£” win be Maeeoed on 3^^dnesday 

Sept 16 a 8:00 pjD.). 

EXHIBinONS 

* Photogiq)hy exhibition eniided ‘Les Gie's d’Anisies a Paris" at 
file p natiicfs of As^v**^*** of the Jordanian Plastic Artists, Jabal 
^^^ribdefa, until Sepc 30. 

* ^mingc by Iraqi artists tgniail Strikhlv, Suzanuc Sheildily, and 
KhaHd Qessab gm iilwi Pioneers of the RftiK” at Orfali An GaDeiy, 
Btnm IMirina, uQiil SqjL 21 (Td. 5526932). 

* {huntings by Rula Sbukaiiy at tfie French Cultural Centre, Jabal 

Anuttin. until ^ 3a 

*- ErittbitioQ of wtougte iron fiiniiture by Jordanian artist SatiiD Al 

Baadak dAlBaidar Hall, Kan Zazrau village iTeL 5S62S31.I. until 

Sept 17. 

DARATALRJNUN SUMMER » FESTIVAL 

"Sunaner W gnhnrw] aaraties at Daiat Al Funun, Jabal Wsbddi, 
tobstuntaSeptSainchidc: 

* Cbntert by piarasi Agnra Bashir (perfoDTiii^ some of her compo* 

®kos Eo be ftdlowed ty a fectuns about her own musical experience) 
«8MpnL 

EXHmmONS 


-V ^cou Ul giiqxac on. uuui I 

Sdid Him at the l^fruQ House . « j 

*3Vbtely Iraqi Sumer Ti gama and by Jordanian arua Said 

itt (he Blue Ifouse. 



EsdiSation of phoognfJis *Meinoty of a Place" by JOTdanian tatisi 

i at the Museum 


Seminar on refugees, 
human rights opens 


MA’IN (Petra) — A two- 
day seminar entitled 
“Refugees and Human 
Rights" opened Monday at 
the Ma'in Spa southwest of 
Madaba wifo the participa- 
tion of 25 Interior Ministry 
employees. 

Participants in the semi- 
nar. organised by the Inte- 
rior Ministry in conjunc- 
tion with the office of the 
U.N. Higher Commission 
for Refugees, will review 
four working papers on 
legal aspects in dealing 
with the refugees in gener- 
al and women and cltildren 
in particular, as well as 
refugee-related human 
rights issues. 

Speaking at the opening 
session, Madaba Governor 
Nashaat Majali said the 
government is seeking to 
provide assistance to 
refogees who are eligible 
for UNHCR care and is 
cooperating closely with 
tiie UNHCR office in 

Amman . 

The seminar, Majali 
noted, was organised to 
orient government officials 
on dealing with day-to-day 
issues connected with 
refugees. 

The government is giving 
due consideration to 
humanitarian issues out of 
its commitment to uphold- 
ing the U.N. charter and its 
resolutions, added Majali. 

The government and the 
UNHCR signed a memo- 
randum in April 1997 on 
establishing its office in 
Amman in order to organ- 
ise care for refugees. Under 


the provisions of the mem- 
orandum. Jordan exempts 
refogees under the care of 
the UNHCR frx>m paying 
fines for overstaying in the 
Kingdom and arranges pas- 
sage for refogees to tiieir 
home or a third country in 
conjunction with the com- 
mission, he added. 

Majali said that since the 
office was established, a 
total of JD397.174 in fees 
owed by refugees who 
overstay^ have been 
waived. The refugees were 
also exempted fees 
upon departure at the air- 
port and border posts, he 
noted. 

Iranian refogees crossing 
into Jordan from Iraq on 
their way to settle in a third 
country also enjoy these 
exemptions, added Majali. 

But Majali stressed that 
the idea of settling refogees 
in Jordan is “totally unac- 
ceptable." 

He pointed out that tire 
government has estab- 
lished a special depa^ent 
at the Interior Miniscry 
exclusively for handling 
refogees ^airs, coordinat- 
ing its steps with the 
UNHCR office. 

Majali expressed hope 
(hat Che existing close 
cooperation with U.N. 
agencies would be luitfaer 
sorengcfaened. 

A UNHCR representative 
said the seminar is one 
aspect of the office's coop- 
eration with the govern- 
ment and expressed hope 
that fortber seminars woiUd 
be held in Jordan. 


Tunisian film festival opens 

By Randa Naffa 


AMMAN — The Tunisian 
F ilm Festival opened yester- 
day at the main cbe^ie of the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

During the week-long fes- 
tival, organised by the 
Tunisian Embassy, the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation and the Munici- 
pality of Greater Amman, 
viewers will see six filnK by 
several renowned Tunisian 
directors. All films featured 
have bren shown at 
international film festivals, 
organisers said. 

“The RJm Week will 
allow Jordanian audiences to 
experience some of the best 
Tunisian films since 1980," 
said Nabeel Khatib firom the 
cultural department at the 
municipality. 

‘Throu^ this cultural 
activi^, we hope to intro- 
duce Tunisian cinema, 
which is not really known to 
the Jordanian vieweis," said 
Khatib. 

Tickets are free and films 
will be shown at 8 p.m. eacb 


night 

“Tickets are not being sold 
to encourage the public ro 
aoend and offer foem a 
chance to watch and interact 
vrith TUmsian culture,'’ 
added Khatib. 

The first film, screened 
yesterday. was “Al 
Shayshakhan," directed by 
Fa^iel J'ibi and Mahmoud 
Ben Mahmoud. 

The programine also 
includes 'X^s and Layla" 
by Tayeb Al Weiheishy on 
Tuesday, “Waste Collar of 
the Dove” by Al Nasser 
Kbemir on Wednesday, and 
“Golden Hoofs." directed by 
Nouri Bouzid, on Thursday. 

The film “Arab,” directed 
by Fadhel Jaziri and Rqebel 
Ja'ibi, will be screened on 
Sami^y, while “Aziza," 
directed by AbduUatif Ben 
Amma:; will end the festival 
on Sunday. 

The films presented dis- 
cuss the soci^ political and 
cultural problems in Tunisia 
and address challenges fac- 
ing its society, organisers 
said. 
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Germany cancels 40 million 
marks in Jordanian debt 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ger- 
many has cancelled 40 mil- 
lion marks of Jordanian 
debt due this month with 
the provision that 20 mil- 
lion marks be spent on envi- 
ronment-protection pro- 
jects, according to an agree- 
ment signed Monday in 
Amman. 

Acting Hnance Minister 
Taber Kanaan, who signed 
the agreement with Richard 
Avet^an. head of the Mid- 
dle East d^ at the Gennan 
Development Bank, said 
Jordan will also be exempt- 
ed from paying interest due 


on the 40 million marks. 

Speaking after the signing 
ceremony, Kanaan said that 
under the terms of the 
agreement, the countiy 
must carry out the stipulat- 
ed environmentally-related 
projects by the end of Octo- 
ber 2008. 

This is the third agree- 
ment of its kind betw'een the 
two sides, accon^g to a 
German embassy official, 
who said that in June 1995, 
Germany cancelled 29.5 
million marks of debL In 
October of the same year, it 
cancelled 50 million marks 


of Jordan's d^t under a 
similar arrangement 
Kanaan added. 

Kanaan said (he aid is 
vital in helping Jordan 
strengthen its national econ- 
omy. 

German Ambassador to 
Jordan Peter Mende, who 
anended the sigi^g cere- 
mony at the Minisoy of 
Planning, smd the new 
arrangement wiU help fur- 
ther bolster ties between 
Germany and Jordan. 

The conclusion of the 
agreement followed talks 
hdd at the Ministry of Plan- 


ning by (be German delega- 
tion, led by Avedildan, and 
Planning Minister Nabil 
Amman on revising pro- 
jects being implemented 
through Gennan aid for the 
coming year. 

The talks are considered a 
preliminary to the official 
meeting^ which die two 
sides will hold in the first 
quarter of 1999. 

The Gennan delegation, 
which arrived in Amman on 
Sunday for a three-day 
visiL will tour Gennan- 
fonded projects in the coun- 
try. 


Two arrested in connection with murder 
of University of Jordan professor 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Two Arab 
nationals were arrested 
Monday In connection 
with the murder of a Uni- 
versity of Jordan profes- 
sor on Saturday, officials 
said. 

“We have arrested two 
suspects and are still 
searching for a third, all 
Arab nationals," police 
officials said. 

Tlie body of Abdul 
Na'eem Abu Wendy, 45, 
an international law pro- 
fessor, was found In the 
sttd>les of his farm in 
Ma’in by a shepherd, who 
toM authorities that he 
heard gunshots coming 
from the stable, according 
to official reports. 

Madaba Police Director 


Brigadier General Misleh 
Mahadin told reporters 
during a press conference 
Monday that “initial 
investigations indicated 
that the three suspects 
were employed by the vic- 
tim, and they disappeared 
immediately after the 
murder was discovered.’* 

“After combing the 
area, we arrested a 26- 
year-old man who was a 
guard at the farm, and he 
confessed to committing 
the crime with the help of 
the two other suspects," 
the police official said. 

Police surgeons who 
examined the body said 
they extracted five bullets 
which they said were fired 
from a Barretta automatic 
weapon. 

“We have intensified 


our investigations and 
expect to arrest the third 
suspect soon," Mahadin 
said. 

Police continue search 
for missing girl 

Also in the Madaba gov- 
ernorate, police and resi- 
dents of FaisaJiyeh village 
continued to search for a 
12-year-old girl who was 
reported missing more 
than three weeks ago. 

May Hazzaa. a seventh 
grader, reponedly left her 
home on the morning of 
Aug. 22 to take a make-up 
examination at her school 
but never returned. 

Last week, police placed 
a missing notice and pho- 
tograph of the child in 
local newspapers, but 



SHEPHERD TENDS TO A HERD OF GOATS: A young shepherd tends after his 
herd of goats near Amman (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 


Jordan marks annual 
Architectural Day today 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
today marks Architectural 
Heritage Day in order to 
bring acceotioQ to the King- 
dom’s Arab and Islamic 
heritage. 

Architectural Heritage 
Day was called for in rec- 
ommendations by govern- 
mental and non-govern- 
mental organisations at a 
meeting in September 
1997. 

Speaking on the eve of the 
day. Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Envtronmenc Tawfiq Kreis- 
han said tiie minisoy is 
working to protect the 
Kingdom's Arab and Islam- 
ic buildings and monu- 
meots. 

In order to safeguard 


buildings of heritage value, 
the ministry has created a 
special department to con- 
duct surveys and document 
buildings dating back to 
1700 AJD. as a preli^naiy 
step toward taking practic^ 
measures to preserve them 
as monuments of Jordanian 
heritage and tourist attrac- 
tions, according to the min- 
ister. 

Kreishan called on the 
Jordanian public to help the 
govemment preserve old 
buildings built in traditional 
Arab and Islamic styles, 
saying that these building 
are considered features of 
the country’s culture that 
attract tourists. 

The government is seek- 
ing Vandal assistance 


from international organisa- 
tions to help restore the 
country’s cultural heritage, 
he said. The Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment, Kreishan added, is 
revising laws and regula- 
tions concerning the preser- 
vation of heritage buildings. 

Mirvat Hoish; head of the 
heritage department at the 
ministry, said the first con- 
ference on architectural 
heritage held last year rec- 
ommended that September 
15 of each year be dedicat- 
ed as a day to mark Jordan's 
aicbitectiiral heritage. 

She said the conference 
also called for an Integra^ 
strategy for the preservation 
of the country's heritage. 


received no calls or 
responses, officials said. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times Monday 
evening that “we are opti- 
mistic about finding her." 

TTie girl's parents, who 
issued a public appeal fol- 
lowing her disappearance, 
were inform^ by 
Faisaliyeh residents that 
their daughter was last 
seen walking down the 
village's main road the 
day she disappeared. 

Others reported seeing 
her at a local bakery and 
at a store instead of her 
original destination, the 
school. 

Police and family mem- 
bers are searching 
throughout the Madaba 
govemorate, including 
caves, wells and hills. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Geneva-based U.N. 
Cocamittee for Combat- 
ing Racial Discrimina- 
tion this week completed 
its review of Jordan's 
report and commended 
the Kingdom for hosting 
PaJestinian refugees, 
allocating an adequate 
□umber of seats for 
minorities in Parliament 
and licensing a human 
rights group. 

“The committee views 
with satisfaction the 
efforts exerted by the 
state in hosting Palestin- 
ian refugees and faciUtat- 
ing their incorporation in 
the Kingdom while pre- 
serving their identity," 
the U.N. body said in a 
press release. 

“The committee wel- 
comes the creation of a 
national centre for 
human rights in Jordan," 
the release said. 

The committee also 
“views with satisfaction 
that a number of seats 
were allocated to minori- 
ties in Parliament." 

The committee said it 
also examined a parallel 
report by the Jordan 
human rights organisa- 
tion. 

The committee, howev- 
er, expressed concern 
that Jordanian law does 
not provide for the foil 
application of the fourth 
article of the U.N. agree- 
ment on ending racial 
discrimination. 

The committee said it 
reviewed the govern- 
ment’s rej)ort and noted 
that the difficult econom- 
ic situation in Jordan is 
adversely affecting 
efforts for the foil imple- 
mentation ' of the 
international agreem^t 
on combating racial dis- 
crimination. 


4 World News 
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Albanian capital in turmoil after killings 


TIRANA fAFi — Gunfire 
broke out Monday and tanks 
lumbered dmigh Albania’s 
after protesters carried 
the bodies of a slain politician 
and tsvo others to the ofiBce of 
nime Minister Fatos Nana 
whom the oppositicvi blames. 
forthedeaAs. 

Thousands of rooumeis scat- 
tered in tenor as guards inside 
the main government building 
began firag at those who 
Ixraght the bodies of op^x)si- 
ncffi leader Azem H^daii and 
two others to Nano's ofiSoe fol- 
lowing a service at Skandeibeg 
Square. 

The situation ra^ridly deterk> 
rared and within an hour, the 
government appeared to be los- 
ing control of the capital. 

Thousands of p^le were 
milling about Tirana's 
Skandeib^ Square, firing 
weapons in the ^ 

OppositiOD leader Sali 
Beiuha. who has called fcr 
Nano's immediate resignaticxL 
appealed for c^m Mon^ in a 
televised address. He urged his 
followers to seek a pc^tical 
solution to “this deep crisis." 
The unrest tfareateoed a repeat 
of riots that swqjc die country 
last afier die collapse of 
pyramid investment schemes 
that cost many Albanians their 
ouire sa^dngs. 

The Unit^ States and the 
European Union have - 
expressed fear that the turmoil 
spread elsewhere in die 
Balkans, including the Serbian 
province of Kosovo. Berisha 
has openly supported Kosovo 
Albanian rebels, who maintain 
sanctuanes in Dotlhem Albania 
and are fighdng for indepen- 
dence from Serbia. 

hi Tnana. there was little sign 
Monday of police or any gov- 
ernment authority. Calls to die 


prime minister's office and the 
Interirr Minisoy went unan- 
swered. 

Local radio r^X3rted that 
“civ ilian po&ols" weie taking 
up positions near banks and 
government fodlides to {xotea 
them fiom looters. 

Monday's gunfire, in whicb 
at leist diiee protesters were 
wounded, triggered what 
appeared to be a spontaneous 
uprising dirwgbout Tirana. 

One group stramed the 
emment’s television studios, 
sending many of the staff flee- 
ing. An unidendfied man 
appeared on television, 
announcing “we have taken 
over." 


OpposidoD members seized 
at four government tanks, 
and civilians climbed atop the 
vehicles while they moved 
down tte streets. 

A private televi^on reported 
das aftenxxm that crowds had 
also entered die parliament 
bunding. 

Young men were breaking 
into shops, whidi bad closed 
for Hajd^'s funeral and could 
be seen carryir^ off jeans and 
other @xxls. A lunny hotel on 
Skandeiheg S^iare sealed off 
its etmaiKes. 

Moody's vTolence erupted 
after a funeral service fra* 
Hqdaii and his bodyguard — 
sldn Saturday outs^ tbdr 
Dernocracc Party headquarters 
— and a prot^ter who was 
killed during riodng Sunday. 

During tite funetaL Berisha 
repeated aDegadons that Nano 
was lespmsible fra* H^dari's 
death ai^ called for a “day of 
peace” to honour the charis- 
matic former studoit leader: 

After the ceremony, the 
crowd canied die bodies — 
each in a wooden cofiin — 
down die capital's main street 



Attack on Congo 
town overshadows 


peace plans 


Albanians sboot aiffi-govemiDent and victory slogans Monday in Tirana’s iwain b oul evard, Martyrs of the Nation, as ttey 
protest oil a tariksdzed earlier Grom goveriinient forces. Vadoice erupted mtfaeAIbaniaD capital Tirana on Monday during 
the foneral ctf dahi opporition politidan Azem Hajdari as anti^ovenuDent protestrats seized several tanks dq>loyed to defend 
Pr ime. Minister Fatos Nano and the state-owned Albanian raidio and television (Reuters photo) 


to the prime minister's office, 
which was ottadred and set 
afire Sunday. 

The building qipeared 
deserted. Suddnily. as mourn- 
ers placed the coffins at the 
entrance, gunfire broke out, 
^ipaiendy fiom guaids inside 
dW buildteg. Hundreds of terri- 
fied marc&rs trampled ov'er 
one another to esc^. 

An opposition radio station 
reported Monday that Nano 
had resigned. The local oflice 


of the Qiganisation for Secuiiiy 
and Cooperation in Europe 
denied the report. 

Nevertbele^ the report set 
off a celehration among 
mourners, many of whom 
drew back fiom the buildiiig. 
Carloads of opposition supprat- 
ers, waving national Rap, 
raced tbrou^ the streets. 

Envoys fiom the United 
States ^ the European Uraon 
issued a joint statement deplor- 
ing the violence and hinting 


that they might cut off eooncm- 
ic aid if die government foils. 

“The govemmeot wD ... take 
necessary decirirais to avoid 
conflicts and bloodshed,” 
Nano's office sdd Sunday. 
Nano called on the people “to 
be calm and not pei^ armed 
crowds to violare the state insti- 


tutions. 

Pre^nt Re:di^ Meidani, 
who broke off a trip to Greece, 
said Sunday that the “tragic 
murder” of Hajdari “should not 


lead fo a repetition of last year's 
(diaos. for which we all paid 
dearly.” In la^ year’s Albanian 
unrest, more than a milli on 
weapons were looted fiom 
govemmeat armories, and 
many of the guns ended up in 
Kosovo. 

Greece warned Monday diat 
the vic^ence could destroy 
demoaacy and stalnlity in' 
Albania. Greece was swamped 
by tiiousands refugees flee- 
ing last year's turmoiL 


Primakov plots response to crisis Kenyan legislators accuse 


MOSCOW (AP) — New 
Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov pledged Monday to 
continue imraos but said be 
woLdd also wodc to {xotect 
Russian citizens fiom foe 
pcdnful effects of the country's 
econoiruc crisis. 

“Hus is a naticHial govern- 
ment and it must lake care of 
foe interests of Russia and its 
people,” Primakov said at the 
cabtnet meting. can’t 
cany otu reforms that have a 
negative impact <xi people.” 

Primalrov. a former Russian 
forngn minister and spy chief, 
was easily approved Fi^y 
a padiar^t that had earlier 
rejec^ President Boris 
Yeltsm's first chc^ for prime 
minister. VDoo' (Theiiioraynlm. 

Primakov has appcfoited 
Communists to key economic 
posts, bra foe government 
will stay the course with 
reforms and wQl not letum to a 
Soviet-style command econo- 
my. 

“W; must introduce cenain 
changes and we shall do that to 
continue our forward move- 


ment and not go back.” he told 
calunet meml^. “Some peo- 
ple were too hasty to paint the 
government in one cdour — 
red.” 

StUL leading liberals have 
said that Prin^ov's govern- 
ment may ny to introduce 
Commumst-era adanmfoati>ie 
controls and reverse fiee-mar- 
ketiefonns. 

*lt's quite obvious that their 
course is aimed at destabilising 
the counliy's finances and dis- 
mantUitg elements dl fie&mar- 
tet economy.” fonno’ Ftime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar said on 
Echo Moscow radio. 

Yuri M^yukov, a semcx* 
Communist lawmako: has 
been named first d^wiy pre- 
niier in chaige of ectnomic pol- 
icy in the new cabinet He 
saved as head of tte Soviet 
central fdannir^ agency. 
Gotten, in the late 19S0s. 

Vfitter Gerashchenka foe 
new head of the Central Bank, 
has been criticised by Western 
economists for generously 
printing money to help ailing 
indusn^ wbffl he was the 


chief Soriet and then Rusrian 
banker in 1989-1994. 

Speaking in a television inter- 
view Sunday, Hrimakov 
defended bis new team as a 
group of jxofessionals that 
would seek to stabilise the 
economy. However, he piovid- 
ed.few details of economic 
fHogramme, saying it was still 
inthe works. 

During a brief cabina meet- 
ing Monday. Primakov stressed 
tile need to streii^hen the 
emment's social welfare poli- 
cies. 

Masiyukov said the new cab- 
inet’s top fffioriiy would be to 
pay off wage and pension 
amears. 

‘The \’eiy first anti-crisis 
measures of the new govern- 
ment will be striving problems 
of the w^ debt as well as at 
least par^ settieroent of the 
pension issue,” he sakL 

Meanwhile. Primakov also 
planned to hold sqxirate meet- 
ings Monday vrifo union lead- 
ers and the couesry's top 
bankets to discuss the financial 


government of harassment 


NAIROBI (AP) — Muslim 
le^ktors Monday accused 
Kenya's government of harass- 
ment after it banned six 
Muslim relief agendas and 
ordered four of th^ executive 
officers to teave tiie country 
within seven days. 

see this as very unfair: it 
'is a communal punishmoit for 
the Muslims,'’ said Hussein 
Maalim. a dqiuQ' fiom north- 
eastern Kenya as well as 
Minister for Rural 
DevelopmenL 

These are ncx normal 
NGOs, they are religious 
oigaitisaiions. Next time, foey 
might tell us to close a 
mosque.” be said. 

The government enacted the 
bon a:^ investigators repeat- 
edly discovered that explosives 
us^ to destroy the U.S. 
Embassy came into Kenya in 
relief sfupments handled ty u 
Muslim aid agency. 

The Aug. 7 bombing killed 
247 people. A nearly simuila- 


oeous terrorist aoack on the 
U.S. Embassy nei^bouring 
'Tanzania killed 1 1 people. 

The reltef agraicies been 

running health centres, schools 
and orphanages for Muslims 
and non-Muslims, mainly in 
nonheastem Kenya, he said. 

Maalim said the govemroent 
bad also frozen tiie organisa- 
tions' bank accounts. 

Authorities and academics 
estimate Kenya's Muslim pop- 
ulation at between S to 10 pa 
cent of the 29 millkn toted. 
Muslim leaders say the figure 
is closer to 30 per cent 

“As we are speaking here, no 
fire has been lit to prepare 
for (xphans and patients in cenr 
ties run by the banned agen- 
cies." said deputy Abdulah All 
also fiom noith^stem Kenya. 

The 12 legislaiois, 10 of 
whom belong to the niliiig 
Kenya African National Union 
party, said the government has 
to reconsider the ban. or 
Muslims will resort to mass 


acticHi. 

“Vlte have been s^iprating 
foe ^vemment. we cannot 
continue to say we will support 
the goyemmenE if the govem- 
mem is not sui^iorting us,” 
Maalim said. 

The NGO Oxudinating 
Board, wtiiich registers aD 
NGOs. last week banned 16 
agencies, including the six 
Muslim groups, alleging th^ 
‘had been found to be working 
against the interests of Kenyans 
in terms of security.” Mnaiim 
claimed the other 11 NGOs 


were not aenve. 

Maafim the le^slators 
believed U.S. pressure led to 
the baa He said Muslims were 
singled out because UjS. 
aufoorities claim the bombing 
was masterminded by Saudi 
tOTorist Osama Ben Ladea a 
militant Muslim. 

“We have no buriness with 
terrorists.” he said That is 
very high politics fa the rich 
people. We are very poew.” 


New N. Ireland assembly opens 


BELFAST (AFP) — The new 
senu-autonomous Northern 
Ireland assembly was inaugu- 
rated Monday, ushering in a 
new political era as tite fir^ 
maja institutional pillar of the 
Aj^ peace agreement came 
iniobeirig. 

The province's divided 
politidans were soon at odds 
witii one another — over the 
British flag, the parliament's 
location on the site of the for- 
mer I^otestant-dominated 
assembly at Stormont outside 
Belfast and foe use of Irish lan- 


guage. 

” But afl agreed on the histraic 
significance of foe event, as 
wonjs replaced bombs and bul- 
lets after 29 years of conflict 
Deputy Fnsi Minister 


Seamus Mallon of foe moder- 
ate Catholic SDLP party said: 
‘Tt's another historic day." 

The leader of Sinn Feia the 
political wing of tiie IRA, 
Gerry Adams, said it was 
inqinTant now to meet the 
(hinges and move forward 
towards foe foil implementa- 
tion of the peace agreemenL 
FSs pro-united freland party 
wants to see a key aspect ^ foe 
accod rapidly set up — under 
which cross-border structures 
will give the Irish Republic a 
formal say in die province's 
afiairs for the first time. ‘ 
Memday's session biou^ 
foe 108 Protestant and Catiiolic 
members of the locally-elected 
parliament into the debating 
chamber of {lament Mld- 


ings for the first time — foe 
seat of the old Stormont legiine 
which shut dow’n 27 years ago. 

The first obstacle is foe 
demand in the Protestant camp 
chat the Irish Rqiublican Army 
begin to disarm before Sinn 
Fein is permitted to enter foe 
new calrinet ruiuiing die 
[Hovince — a condition the 
rqiublican party rejects. 

With 18 seats in the assem- 
bly, Sinn Fein should be enti- 
ded to two ministerial posts. 

But the first minister, moder- 
ate Protestant Ulster Unionist 
leader David Trimble, seems 
ready to delay, until Christmas 
if necessary, the fennation of 
the 10-member cabinet in the 
hc^ of pricr IRA disarma- 
ment. 


Irish Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahem, who made it clear last 
week that he did not see 
decommissianing as a precon- 
(fition for foe intriusion of Sinn 
Fein in the new Northern 
Ireland executive, called for 
uri^nt implementation of die 
d^. 

‘T am cemfident that die IRA 
ceasefire is definite and that foe 
use of violence by them is over, 
done and gone, as we hope it is 
on all sid^.” he said. 

Time is lunning out: by 
February 1999. in 1^ than six 
months. London is due to 
transfer powers to the “shad- 
ow" assembly, wfoich will have 
authoity over all areas except 
defence, police, foreign policy 
and tax. 


Salvage ship ready to 
retrieve wreckage of plane 


HALIFAX (AP) — A Picasso 
prunting, foamonds and possi- 
bly millions of dollars in cur- 
rency and gold are resting on 
tite ocean floOT off Nova Scotia 
in foe twisted wreckage 
Swissair FU^t 111. 

The USS Grapple, a Navy 
salvage ship c^bie of winch- 
ing 3(XMon pikes to the sur- 
face. prepared Monday to 
begin lifting large chunks of die 
jetHner and its contents to the 
surface. The operatirai could 
help investigators determine 
wik the plane crashed 

The Grapple, which recov- 
ered pieces ofTWA Flight 800 
off Lons Island in 199& was 


moored over the crash site 
Moiday. 

U. Jc^ Oliveiia, spokesman 
for the Grapple, sard die lift 
would begin as soon as 
Canadian authrai^ gave 
^^irovaL after bodies and body 
ports were recovered 

The primaiy targets ore five 
sccticxis of foseU^ sitting in 
about 58 metres of water 10 
ktiometres (Ashore. 

In Zurich. Suntzeriond 
Swissair ofiiciaJ Klaus 
Kruqjpik said Monday that a 
Picasso painting wordi an esti- 
mated $1,5 millkxL “TTie 
Painter,” was aboard foe flight 
and had been destroyed 


Unofficial Bosnia vote results show ethnic divide remains 


SARAJEVO (R) — Unofficial results 
of Boaoa's weekend general elekons 
began to trickle in h^xiday. showkg 
that whOe Muslim votens had moved 
towards moderatim. Serbs and Groats 
were more set than ever on ethnic sep- 
aiatioo. 

In the Seib half of die divided coun- 
try, the hardline Radical said its 
candidaie. Nikola Poplasea had dis- 
lodged more moderate BUjana Plavsic 
as pierident of foe Bosnian Sefo 
Republic. 

The Radicals also said that results 
ftom 93 per cent of pol^g stations 
showod that Momcilo Kiaji^ of the 
SDS parly, once led by war leader and 
indicted war criininal Radovan 
Karadzic, had held mto the Serb seat 


Ml the country’s three-man co-presi- 
dency. 

Sarajevo newspaper said foe nation- 
alist cklition heked Resident Alija 
Izetbegovic had lost ground to oj^iosi- 
ticn parties. 

But Bosnian Crora sources claimed 
huge majevities among Croat voters fra* 
di^maiD nationalist par^', die HDZ, 

None of foe claims could be indepen- 
dently verified, but if the radikls' 
iqxjit was confinned It would be a bit- 
ter blow to ^^fesle ^1 hc^ foat the elk- 
dons would show an advance, howev- 
er modest, towards lontegrating the 
ethnically divkted country. 

In the Bosnian Serb capital Banja 
Luka, Roger Bryant of foe 
Orgazdsation for Security and 


Coopeiatirai in Europe (OSCE) which 
organised foe electirais. had seen the 
Rkicai claims but preferred not 
to comment on them. 

“We don't take any position on fig- 
ures given by the parties; we {^er to 
writ for foe offidri rekbs." be told 
Reuters. 

In the Serb r^ublic. the Radicals said 
Poplasen led Plavsic 1^ 46.7 per cent to 
37.2 per cent. 

Moderate parties looked .set to retain 
craitrol of tlte sqtarate Bosnian Serb 
assembly but foe Radical.s said 
Knyisnik ivas leading moderate Svko 
Radisic for the co-presidency seat by 
45 per cent to 3$ pk ceoL 

In Sarajevo, the daily Dnevni Avaz. 
seen as close to the ruting Muriin>-led 


ooalitim. said that with 35 per cent of 
the vote counted, the cf^xtsidon Social 
Democrats were running only one or 
two percent behind in Srrajevo Cunten 
— - tte urea around the capital. 

In foe city itself, it said the coalition 
vote had held up better, and it was lead- 
ing by 10 percent 

The opposition parties looked .set to 
retain their hold on the northeastern 
town oTTuzJa. foe only large Bosnian 
community not run by natiraiolists. but 
wiere unlikely to achike their hope of 
taking Tuzia camm as a wiicric. whore 
Izetbegovic’s cotrition had 60 per cent 
of the vote so for counted. 

Other newspapers said the coalition 
was. as expkied. leading by Ituge 
majeritiei. in several towns in heavily 


Muslim-dominated parts of the oram- 
iiy. 

In Croat-held areas to the west, a 
spokesman for the HDZ said the par^ 
Iwl won more than 85 per cent of ite 
Cioulvute. 

“it seems that results would be even 
better than we hoped.” said Neddjko 
Herocg. head of foe HDZ's electoral 
board. 

If foe r^ults are confirmed, th^ 
Mould serve a blow to intemational 
envoys who believe multi-athnicity is 
the only way ahead for the country, 
where mrae than 20OJ00O people were 
killed dioing the 1992-95 war. 

Inter-etimic lx at present safe- 
guarded by sane 32,(XX) NATOIed 
international troeps. 


GOMA (R) — Hutu fighters 
and their allies attacked lebels 
in foe easonn Congo town of 
Gooia Mckiay, overriiadow- 
ing peace efforts and further 
conplicating the rivil wan 

Tutsi-led rebels, whose battle 
flgaina President Laurent 
Kalrila is bked in Goma, said 
Hutu filters wifo links to the 
Rwanda genodde at t ac k ed 
Goma early Monday. 

Rdtel notary ikder Jean- 
Pierre Ondekane told Reuters 
the fighters nnadeed the airport 
and the raefio station, but added 

foe aiiadc had been repulsed 
after around five hours and a 
platoon of up to 700 pro-Hutu 
fighters cajNuied. 

The enemy — ex-FAR 
(Rwandan army], 

Incerahamwe and Mai Mai — 
attacked Goma airport and a 
radio transmitter, but we have 
totally destroyed our enemies,*' 
Ondekane said in a radio 
broadcasL 

If there is ctxxfiimation that 
Hutu fighters attacked, it will 
ccNiplK^ peace efforts by 
enoenchiog the Hutu-Thtsi 
mnflict foat has poisoned 
Rwanda and Burundi at the 
heart of foe civil war in tiie 
neighbouring Democratic 
Rqxiblic of foe Congo, for- 
m^y Zaire. 

Southern African leaders at a 
n^onal economic summit in 
Mauritius Monday were to 
press on wifo efforts to end the 
cooi^ urging Kabila to meet 
foe rebels. 

KaNla arrived eailitf 
Monday to aneod the Southran 
African Development 

Communi^ (SADO sumraiL 

Peace effixts have been stale- 
mated Kabila's refusal to 
face his opponents at the nego- 
tiating rabl^ 

Offidals say diis porition — 
echoing the intransigence of 
veteran 2^aite strongman 
M^tu Sese Seko b^oie 
Kritila oi'erforew lom in May 
1997 — must yield to foe need 


for peace. 

“What is clear to us is tiiat 
(the Congo conflict] will be 
derided in the lun by 
those who are at loggerheads, 
Xhat is. foe govenunem of foe 
country together with the 
iriiels. There can be no ote 
way." said South African 
fn^eign Minister Alfred Nzo at 
thesummiL 

The rd^els took up arms 
flg^inst Katnla on Aug. 2. 
Backed 1^ Rwanda and 
Uganda, they seized Goma and 
a string of ofoer towns in Kjvu 
province before leapfrog^ 
to the west and taking a string 
of towns on the Atlantic coast 

The mifitazy interveotirai of 
Angola, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe on Katxla's side 
haiftwi the rebel advance in foe 


west. 

The iriTels. led by efornc 
Tutsi Banyamulenge peofde, 
accused K^Ila of a string of 
abuses but also said be was 
ginlty of pursuing a violendy 
anti-Tutsi ethnic agenda. 

The Hutu-Tutsi conflict in 
Rwanda and Burundi which 
to foe 1994 Rwanda geno- 
cide mainly of Tidsis, has 
already spilled over into the 
former Zrere. 

More than a miH'ion HiAi 
refugees fled there in 1994 and 
exteemist Hutu elemaas 
behind the genocide used the 
forests of eastern Congo as a 
base to launch an insurgency 
rampaign against Rwanda’s 
Tutsi-1^ army. 

It now appears that those 
exizemist Thiiu fighters have 
taken ip aims against the 
rebellion to oust Kabila 
because of its links to the 
Rwandan array. 

Rwanda has so far denied 
militaiy mvolveinrait in Congo 
— depute numerous lepoits to 
the contrary — - and has 
accused K^ila of traimr^ 
Hum fighters and said foot he is 
fomenting genodde agrinst 
them. 


Ointoa raiaiig pn^e m NYC 


WASHINGTON (AP) — EVesident Bill Ginton is trying to 
resume his mantle of lead»ship with a series of public appear- 
ances. while members of Congress weigh whether they should 
begin the iI 1 :^)eachmeDt process against turn. Ginton was fly- 
ing to New York Mcxiday to talk about glriial economic peri)- 
lems befexe die Council on Foreign Relations. Meantime, his 
lawyers defended him on the television talk-show circuit as a 
man. who had a regreoable afi^ wifo a former While House 
intern but did nothing severe enough to warrant heino ousted 
fixHn office. 


Refilgee commissioii appeals to Montenegro 


PRISTINA (AP) — Following Montenegro’s deportation of 
3,200 edinic Albanians, the UJ4. refugee agency is n f^v^ling 
I to the Yugoslav to reverse its decision to deny sanrau- 

I aiy to refugees fleeing fighting in Kosovo. “We are appealing 
to Montenegro to keep its bord^ (^len, otherwise the problem 
will expand." Paul Strombeig. a spokesman for foe UN. High 
(Commissioner for Refiig^ said Mraiday in Geneva. 
Switzerland. Sunday, Montenegro transported the Kosovo 
refugees by bus to the Albanian border. Strombeig said the ' 
refugjes were aniving in the Albanian town of Shkoddra in 
poor condition after a nine-hour walk from the border. 
Montenegro's expulsion of refugees to Albania was unusual 
because Kosovo Albanians are — like Montenegrins citi- 

zens of Yugoslaitia. Montenegro said it had no choice 
it could not afford to help the refugees. The UN. refugee 
agency sent a letter Sunday to the president of Montenegro, 
Milo Djukanovic, reminding him of an earlier promise to pro- 
vide refuge for those trying to escape fighting between Serb 
forces and die ethnic Albanian rebel Kosovo Ubeiraion Army, 
which is seeking independence. 


S^r^ationist governor Wallace dies 


MONTGOMERY (AFP) — FcHmer Alabama Governor 
Geoige Wallace, who came to epitomise southern intolerance 
in the tumultuous 1 960s for his fiery defence of racial segrraa- 
don. died late Suriday of cardiac ancsL He was 79. Though he 
manned to flourish politically ad^iting to the norms of a 
racially integrated South. Wallace never lived down foe six 

words he Uttered m 1963 ri the beginriing 

^von<»: ‘&^gation now. segr^adon tomonow, segrega - 1 
tion forever. No stranger to confrontational politics, W^dlace 
made h«»^aaoss foe country later the same year when, as 
promi^ he stood “at the schoolhouse door" to block Afiican- 
Amcncans from enrolling at foe University of Alabama. 


30 people massacred in Angola 


~ tiaffick- 

lulled by armed ni<m at the weekend m n^^ 

Monday. TTie radio blamed 

mining town of Kamatuka. some 1,000 
Woni^ from foe rep<« said. Angolan army troops 

fevebeensmtiothesrn^rn^^ 

provinces on the border with 
Democ^ Republic of Congo, to investigate and find the 
Mm. in July 215 people were reported massacred in 
foe ^ ram^ r^on of Bula. which 

IndcpendenSTArigola 
UNTTA) log refused to hand over to central administtSSto 

hnewnth 1994 peace occortfr. The UN. 

whrcb sent an^m^ team, found nearly 100 
5SS ^ was also blamed on UI^ 
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Indonesian 
looters hit 
shops as 
thousands 
of transport 
workers 
strike 


JAKAR3A (AFP) — Mobs 
attacked a oemte in 

the Dcxthem fiodcffi^ian of 
Medan -Monday as tbouss^ 
ci pid^ transport ddvets 
went GO sfidke ihoe to dnnand 
lower pd^ for spare pans 
and essentials, pdice and iesi> 
deoBsaid. 

‘^Huodceds of . petals 
the YUki Simpang 
Raya shopping oentze eariy 
this monnog, peldng it with 
stooes,wds(xne losing took 
place before secu^ autfaori- 
des «»"ie tt> die site and cUs- 
pessed the mob," a resideni 
toWAFP. 

In Jakarta, jitters over the 
Medan unnsst coonfouted to a 
1.1 per cent foil in stock prices, 
wifo the composite price index 
down 3.44S points at 320.595 
at dose, brol^ said. 

'^Everyone knows that the 
May Dots were tziggeted by a 

Turmh ftrnf smatl rifiK m onatL 

erodes ioclutfoig Medaru So, 
we are wotzied what ba^ 
pened in Medan today is just 
the b^jnning,” a de^ at a 
Eurq)^ bidierage sakL 
An c^Scial at the {xovindal 
polks infotmaiioD office in 
Medan, who kJeodfied hirnself 
j5 Sio^ coofomed the shop- 
ping centre attack, spring tfa^ 
"some looting took place biu 
very briefly” 

He said foe ceone. 

fif)t l ^ftrg T) rtiefTiam fnn<ypit».^ 

bad a bistay of ocnflict wifo 
the local pc^wlatioQ and was 
also coge^ in vkdent rioting 
in Mt^ foat fldlowed an 
inoease in fiid paces. 
..TTiQusBtidi of.oqmrnutos in.. 

Sumatptn city were 
iB^^tEpadedastran^^ 

a ibas at rhe 

govonor’s office to protest 
tngh ]xices of essentials and 
spare parts. 

'^ibousaDdsofpublictraas' 
pot dtivers have been protest- 
ing tince this moouag and 
are now being met by foe 
go*Mm3(x;” said Nonfa Surnanti 
pc^ spdtesman Lieutenaru 
Coknel Amrin KarinL 
Kaim decliried to coRuzKzit 
on foe r^Kmed anack on foe 
siqmnarket but said foe dd> 
demcnstranoD was not 
vkdaiL ''Tbe situation is under 
control and everything is pro- 
ceefong calmly and peac^- 
be added 

By late afternoon. Governor 
Rizal Nuttfin was continuing 
talks wifo rqxeseotatives 
the ptotesEeis at his office 
nfoile foe rest waited outside. 

‘'Ibe govectKX is still in talks 
with, some of the public trans- 
pm dciveis,” Sinaga sad, 
adcSng the governor £id eatii- 
er addressed the protesters 
tiiassing in frcKit of his office. 



Rights chief meets with Chinese 
PM, urged to raise poiice kiilings 

Dissidents seek to establish ‘Democratic’ party 


BEUING (R) — UN. High 
Commissioner for Human 
Ri^ts Mary Robinson met 
Qimese Prendent Fiang Zemin 
Monday and dissidents 
a;^3ealed to her m raise foe 
issue allied pcdke killings 
in China. 

Robinson, the first UN. 
ri^ts commissioner to visit 
China, met Jiang in the 
Diac^inai Stare Guesfoouse. 
the Xinhua news agency said. 

Jiang told Robinson that 
feeding and sheltering China’s 
1.2 billion people to^ prece- 
dttice. but said Beijing was 
working to protect toic fiee- 
doms. state i^o reported 

“We wDl fonhtf expand 
sodalisi democracy, peifea the 
socialist rule of law... gtwrawpft 
ti« broad rights and freedoms 
eri}(^*ed by people according to 
law, and respM and gii^ 
human rights," radio quoted 
Jiang as saying. 

The radio did not cany 
Robinson’s remarks and 
spokesman was not immedi- 
ately available forcotiunenL 

Robinson arrived in Beijing 
on Sept 6 and has visiied 
Ubet ubere she discussed reli- 


gious and culotral issues in foe 
restive Himalayan legicxi, and 
.S hang hai, vdi^ she focused 
on labour aitd women’s issues. 

Robinson has voiced con- 
cern over the deteoiions of the 
wife of a detained labour 
activist who tried to appcoach 
her and of a lefotra-minded 
reporter. But her office bas 
made clear her \isit is mainly 
to build trust whh Beijing. 

Monday Oiinese activists 
called on Rotnnson to pressine 
Beijing to take action over 
wh^ they said was a number of 
killi^ by police in Wihan, 
caphd of central Hubei 
province, over the last year azkd 
ahalf. 

Three men. Zhou Giiiyi, 
Xiao Beizhou and Yu Li, were 
beaten to death police in 
Wuhan’s Xinzhou counQ' 
between last April and 
February 199S, the 
Kong-bosed Infomation 
Centre of Human Rights & 
Democratic Movement in 
China said. 

“Runily members of the 
dead appealed to our centre to 
ask Robinson to pay attention 
to foe abuse of power and 


Rivals agree to 

A bonsewife walks Monday to her partially-sobmerged borne near the national tele- t*Y^ OO 1^ AOt 

vinon station in Ofaaka. The century’s worst floods in Bangladesh have displaced i I CtO l^wdLi 

million and devafitflted narts Af th«k nflrinnfll ritnitiil /A1TP nhA*Ai ^ 


million and devastated parts of the national capital (AFP photo) 

Flood-hit Bangladesh orders 
agricultural plan, austerity drive 


arrest opposition 


DHAKA (AFP) — 
Bangladesh launched a mas- 
sive agricultural plan and aus- 
terity drive as the waters in the 
county’s worst flocx^g fois 
century begm to recede 
Monday, leaving 30 imffion 
people strug^g to rebmid 
tiidr shattered lives. 

M. Anisuzzatnaii, agricultur- 
al adviscR' to Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed, 
suuiounced foe plans and 
allayed fears of a famine for 
Bwgiadesh's 120 million 
inhabitant. 

’'There is no possibility of a 
famine and such an apprehen- 
sion is modAuted and to create 
panic," . Anisu^aman said, 
adding that the government 
cunently held 650,000 tonnes 
of food stocks. 

• "We have undertaken vigor- 
ous and massive rehtfoiliiation 
plans to overeome flood losses 
along with fresh imports," he 
said. 

In £%oka, some 600,000 res- 
i<tents protected by a key 32- 
Idlcsnetie dyke Monday 
heaved a sign of relief when 
the barrier was officially 
declared safe from major 
breariies. 

*'Tbe dyke is now' safe and 
the water level of the 


Brahmaputra river, which 
ihieateo^ lo wash it away, is 
falling Steadily." an official 
said. 

Officials said agdcultural 
plans, imports and food aid 
would bo(^ stocks to tide over 
crop losses worfo $300 million 
cm 650,000 hectares of landlut 
by foe floods. 

Sheikh Hasina. who has 
warned traders agmnst profr- 
(eering, has called for austerii^ 
to put govemment savings into 
flood aid operations. ofiBcials 
said Monday. 

"Austerity measures are 
meant to avoid non-essential 
e^fiendinue... The tnooey thus 
saved wiD be used fix foe 
gigantic task of reb^nlitadon 
in the flood-hit areas," an offi- 
cial said. 

The government said it was 
planning to reallocate funds 
from low pntmQr projects in its 
development bu(^ to repair 
dama^ infrastructure. 

Planning Artistry officials 
have already select^ the pro- 
jects as weD as parts of projects 
K) be dropped from foe 136- 
bUtiotHaka ($2.8 billion) 
annual devekqxneni pro- 
gramme, which would free up 
4.55 billion taka in funding, 
offioals said Monday. 


An official with the got^m- 
ment's economic reiadcms 
division said flood damage to 
roads, bridges and other struc- 
anes alone could reach 15 bil- 
lion taka. The government’s 
Roads and Hi^ways CMvisios 
had already placed a demand 
for nearly four billion t^ to 
meet irruriediate rdiabiliiation 
needs. 

The floods have left more 
than 900 pec^le dead, dis- 
placed 30 million ofoers. 

The Bangladesh Red 
Crescent Society sakl it has 
issued two ur^t appeals fix 
iatemational aid worth SS.27 
millioo for the flood victims. 

"Our first priority is food, 
mefocine and clofoes," said 
Red Crescent chief Abdus 
Salam. 

The UN’s Worid Food 
Rmgramme announced here 
late Mcaiday ihv 52,500 
tonnes of ftxxl fixxn its lai^i- 
scale aid package would arrive 
\\^dnesday, wifo two more 
consignmems in eariy October. 

Newspapers meanwhile 
reported foe furtbm’ sjxead of 
diarrhoea, ufoich has alreai^ 
hit more than 200,(XX) flood 
vKOTTis, as flood wstezs began 
receding in 25 worst-hit dis- 
tricts. 


IncJia aidmits dramatic rise in HIV carriers 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
Indian government’s top AIDS 
Qxinitor Mondro' drasticaOy 
upgraded estimates for foe 
uumber of HIV cacdas, but 
doiied a i^)ort foat one m every 
hmdied It^ans bad contracted 
the virus. 

J.VR. lYasad Rao, director of 
the governraent-spoosored 
National AIDS Programme, 
said between three ixuBkx) and 
five mHK nn farfiaps — OT OJ 
^ 03 per cent (^tfae 975 ntil- 
I>on populaiion — were caizy^ 


ing the Human ImmuiKMlefi- 
cieocy Virus (HIV) that leads to 
AIDS. 

Previously, official govern- 
ment estimates had put the 
number of infections at Unle 
more than 67,000. 

However, Rao denied a fiont- 
page report in Monday's Tunes 
of Incfia. in which he was quot- 
ed as saying one per oent of tiie 
population was HTV positive. 

•In (act, foe one per cent fig- 
ure lefoired to the number of 
HTV carriers in the five worst 


aflected stares, not lo India as a 
whole,” Rao tdd AFP. 

'The five states involved were 
Andhra Pradesh, Tatml Nadu, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka and 
Marupuc 

Rao stood by other remarks 
in the article in which he 
warned of the growing threat c€ 
AIDS here. 

If the spread of the vims "is 
not arrest^ at this stage, it may 
n^t in an Africa-like sioiaiion 
wfoere young earning members 
of hou^olds were w^ted off 


by foe vims." be said. 

WHO CWrectcM- Goieral Gro 
Bnindiland srid in New Delhi 
eadier tiiis month as many as 
seven million Infoan woe HTV 
positive, wtule AIDS activists 
insisted a "one^per oent" 
nationwide figure was not so 
far frxxn the tmih. 

"In fact, I wouldbi’t be sur- 
prised if it wasn't even highCT 
than that," said Anjali (jopalan 
of foe FoundauOT India 
Trust, a nor>-govenuuental 
AIDS oigaiusaricm. 


PHNOM PENH l AP) — 
Club-swinging riot police 
Monday scattered a ma^ of 
1,500 people demanding the 
ouster of strongman Him Sen, 
and an opposition leader 
annotjuvred tal^ that could end 
Cambodia's political crisis. 

Prince Nofodom Ranariddh 
rold reporters that unexpected 
jxogress had been in 
talks with Thailand’s deputy 
ft^gn ministei; who served 
as an informal mediator, and 
that Cambodia's three main 
parties had agreed to "a sum- 
m^' presided over by King 
Norodom Sihanouk. 

"1 TTwke an appeal agairt to 
all fffo-detnocracy demoosini- 
tors not to make any more 
demonstrations and to wail for 
tbe meeting," said foe prince, 
foe king’s son. 

But an and-goveniment 
crowd of about 200 people 
was on the march again about 
two hours after his statement, 
wifo particrpaois claiming they 
were not aligned wifo any 
party, and therefore not bound 
Ranariddh’s call 

They left from foe street by 
foe U3. Embos^. While still 
gathered there, a soldier shot 
one clip-load of bullets from 
an auKxnatic rifle into tbe air, 
and another over the beads of 
focei^ journalists who dSved 
forcovei; No one was hurt, and 
even foe other soldieis present 
looked shocked by the out- 
burst. 

Ranariddh did not say when 
the talks would be held, but 
Sihanouk was already arrang- 
ing separate meetings oSs 
with political leaders. 

Earlier, bundieds of riot 
police smashed the latest daily 
protest by Cambodians 
demanding tbe ouster of Hun 
Sea. wb^ the oppoation 
accuses of fraud in winning 
parliamentary elections July 
26. 

A tense standoff ensued 
when a United Nations vehicle 
trying to take an iryuied man to 
a ho^ital was blocked for 40 


minutes by police truckSL A 
deal was struck to go to foe 
Interiix MbisDy, v^rere tile 
vehicle was searched fix 
weapons. Tbe man was 
aOo^ ID receive medical 
treatment, but the govEmment 
seized foe car. 

The UH. has rescued ma^ 
people, including Buddhist 
mo^. from beatings over the 
past several days. 

Tbe march steited peacefully 
when 200 opposition activists 
gathered outside the U.S. 
Embassy and Ranariddh’s 
home, then set out on foot and 
motottydes. Tbdr ranks 
swelled and cheering crowds 
made donations. 

Riot police deployed on sev- 
eral streets, bottling up tbe pro- 
testers, who scattered. Several 
were grabbed and beaten, but 
unlike previous days tbe police 
did not immediately resort to 
gunfire. At least six moioccy- 
des left behind in tbe panic 
were loaded onto trucks. 

Police bunted dowa scat- 
tered and arrested any protest- 
era ibey found trying to 
regroup. Human-rights work- 
ers ctnfinned that 17 people 
had been arrested. An 
unknown number were 
injured. 

Tbe continuing unrest cotDes 
only 10 days before foe 
National Assembly resulting 
from tbe dections meets fix 
the first time. 

The opposition tfareaxens to 
detiy Hun Sen the two-thirds 
majority needed to fixzD a gov- 
e mment, meaning Cambodia 
could have no legd nilec 

Thailand’s d^uty fixdgn 
nunister. Sukbumbhand 
l^ribatra. postponed his return 
to after separate 

meeting wifo ruling pai^ and 
opposition leaders. UH. offi- 
ci^ were also {XBsenL 

’'Tliere has some sub- 
stantive progress. Tbe posi- 
tions of foe three parties are 
now mud) closei;” 
Sukbumbhand told reponers. 
He refused to divulge details. 


Pakistani militants stage protests 
over murder of Sunni leader 


Myanmar independence hero 
appeals for Suu Kyi-military talks 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — 
Hundreds of militant Sunni 
Muslims, many widfong 
Slicks and burnin g rites nr piles 
of newsp^ staged angry 
demoQstratitns in PakisiaD 
Mond^, hlflining rival Shiites 
sod Iran for mu&ring oik of 


tJma Faroex]. a young pro- 
jsster, accused ovenvbehii^g- 
ly Suite Iran for foe minri er 
Woodsy of Shoaib Nadeem, 
secretary general of the 
foititant Sgjab-esSahsfoa, or 
of foe Biends of foe 

ftDjfoet 

“Ibey are mad dogs,” 


growled Farooq. "Nadeem 
ja tid Iran was going to come 
here and kill him, tl)en he 
was killed.” 

Nadeem and foe tiuee others, 
ir K*k»riing a bodyguard and a 
difo'er, were guimed down by 
unknown assailants Sunday 
iiear Islamabad 

Tbeir bodies lay in state at 
foe Red Mosque in Islamabad, 
where 2(X) to 300 siqjponeis 
listened to impassioned 
^)eeches blaring from tinny 
speakera. Some sat on build- 
ings or car roofe and even 
climbed trees to see their lead- 


Tbe group demanded the 
re)Mse of another leader. 
Azam Tariq, fiom prison in 
Pakistan, and threatened to 
cany fodr to parliament 
and stay there until their 
demands were met 
Just out of sight, a least three 
open trucks loaded with riot 
police waited in case tiie |Vo- 
testers marched on Parliament, 
where rolls of barbed wire 
were bemg deployed 
In other cities, proiestere 
burned tires, and threatened 
strikes. Tbete were no immedi- 
ate reports of violence over 
Nadeem's murder. 


YANGON (AP) — One of tbe 
few survivii^ heroes 
Myanmar’s ind^ndence 

sicu^le uiged foe military gov- 
ernment Monday to a 
dialogue wifo the democratic 
opposidtxi. 

Bohmu Aung. 89, who 
helped spearhead Myanmar’s 
stniggfe tbr mdeperidence from 
Britain in the iSMOs. issued the 
appeal on behalf of more than 
veteran poIMdans and inefe- 
pendence fighters. 

“A dialogue without precon- 
ditions between die govern- 
ment and the cq^XKition is nec- 
essary to ease dte political ten- 


sion and sdre (he poliocal 
deadlock," be wrote in a letier 
released to the press. 

The milnary govemoieni of 
Myanmar, also known as 
Bunna, has launched a crack- 
down against foe opposition 
led by Aung San Suu Kyi and 
her party the National League 
fbrDenwoacy. ' 

Tbe NLD has said that 702 
party roembeis. including 194 
elected members of parlia- 
ment, have been arrested tw foe 
govemment since M^. More 
than half the arrests have come 
duiiog die past wedc as tbe mil- 
ilory sou^t to previmt the 


NLD from convening pailia- 
mem. 

The NLD won 82 per cent of 

the seals in parliamafit in a 
1990 election foe military 
refused to honout 

*1^nt arrests of the elected 
representatives oi the MUD, as 
well as other ethnic elected rep- 
resentatives, have caused pc^- 
ical tenaon,” Bohmu Aung 
wrote. 

’'Ibe current political tension 
is not the conoon of an indi- 
vidual person or cxganisation, 
but a natiwal concern winch 
can be resolved through nation- 
al lecondliation,'' he wrote. 


deadly texturing of ordinaty 
people by law enforcemem 
posonml and to demand that 
audxxities punish the murdv- 
ers,” die centre said m a faxed 
stateroenL 

In a separate staieonent, vet- 
eran Wuhan dissident Qin 
VoQgmin described in gr^ihic 
detail the beatings of dte three 
men. who he said had been 
questioned 1^ police in unrelat- 
^cases. 

Zhou, 25. had been beaten so 
badly that ‘The skin and flesh ctf' 
his head, face, neck, back, 
wrists, arms, thighs and both 
kneec^ were left tom and 
gaping, his muscles were tom 
ai^ tie was badly mangled', 
Qn quoted Zhou's father Zhou 
Hesoog, as saying. 

Poli^ had claimed Zhou 
hanged himself and had 
ordoed his body cremated, 
Qin said. W uhan police were 
not immediately available for 
commenL 

AJthoU^ ainhncTTif^ bad 
given Yu’s fixnily 28,000 yuan 
(S3.400) and Shao's family 
50,000 yuan in compensation, 
the (^cers leqxxisible had not 
been punished, ^ said 


’That is just the dp of the 
iodteig." (£n said ’Tbe sinia- 
ticxi eveiywhere in mainland 
China is a thousand times 
worse than those cases, espe- 
ciaOy in die counuyside oc in 
remote places." 

Meanwhile, dusidents in 
nonhea^on Oiina wtm? seek- 
ing Beijing's permission to 
fixm a pro-democracy party to 
Cfjpose the ruling Communist 
f^ny, the Hong Kong human 
rights group said 

Ten activists from 
Heilo^iang. Filin and 
Liaoning provinces had filed 
^)(^cations wifo foe Ministry 
of Qvii Affiurs in Beijing to 
form local branches of the 
"Qnna Democratic Party." the 
grot^said. 

Dissidents in eastern 
Shandtxig province who 
applied to set up tbe pany had 
t^n told by a local official the 
request was being conskfered, 
the centre said last week. 

China's Stare Council, or 
cabinet, later accused the cen- 
tre of "misleading public opin- 
ion” but stof^ied short of an 
outright deni^ that a new polit- 
ica) party rra^t be allow^ 


A1 caTte for Indcmesfon Iddnapping probe 

JAKARIA (AP) — The Amnes^ Imemational human rights 
group urged Indonesia Monday to allow a fect-finding team to 
investigate accusaticxis that foe military abducted and tortured 
]XD-democnicy activists. Dozens of activists vvere all^edly kid- 
napped by elite milhaiy irocps in the months before riots and 
protests forced fixmer autocratic leader President Suharto to 
quit in M^. fixfimesian human tights workers say 14 are stiU 
mioging. Sexse fear tb^ are de^. Ten soldiers are to fece 
coutts-rnanial over the abductions. The military last monfo dis- 
missed fetwet commander t>n- ftatovvo Subianro. a son-in- 
law oi Suhartt). over the afiain lb dale only military tribunals 
have probed foe kidnapfring cases. However; Amnesty 
Internmonal campaigner Ke^ Brogan said those chaiged 
should be tried by a chnlian court urge the govemment to 
give access fix an indqpendent fact finding team" to question 
diose aOegedly invdve^ she told a news coofercDce. She said 
the JLxndni-based group also wants tbe government . of 
President BJ. Habibie to reveal details (ff human limits abuses 
in three troubled provinces. East Timor. Aceh and Irian Jaya. 
where foe military had cracked down on separatists. 

S. Korean dissideDt arrested on spy charges 

SEOUL (AP) — A dissident leader has been attested on 
charges spying fix Communist Noth Korea, the govem- 
meot’s imelligeDce agency said Mond^. Choi Fio-Soo, 35. sec- 
retary-general of Pcxmniiityoa, a leftist group, was pan of an 
eqxcxiage netwoik guided ^ a Nocth Kcrean spy in Tol^. the 
AgeDQ' for Nationa] Security Planning said. The agency said it , 
was locdriiig fix two meinbezs of an outlawed stuctooiganisa- : 
tioQ who worked wifo Qioi. It did not idadly them Choi : 
reported to a North Korean in Tokya Padc Yong. 50. about 
weapons and die defeoce strata of 37.000 US. troops based 
in South Korea, the agency said It said most of the inframaticxi 
Qioi passed on to his haririleT was obtained frorn nonclassified 
pubUshed material readily available to almost anyrone in South 
Kocea. He also was accused of illegally remitting S20D00 to 
Park last yeac The money was raised in a public campaign to 
help hungry Noitb Kixeans. 

Azeri opposifimi vows to keep up protests 

BAKU(R) — Oppoatiem groups in Azerbaijan vowed to pres 
00 with anti-govemmeDt demoDSirations Monday after securi- 
ty Ofgans cracked down rxi dxusands protesting the rule of 
I President Haydar Aliyev. The Caspian oil state's (xosecutOT 
I general called SatiKday’s four-hour melee in the city centre, in 
! which foe opposition said 1(X) pec^e were hurt, an anempied 
coup, while an inieniationa) watchdog group ctitidsed tbe gov- 
emment for stopping the rally. "We v^ not bock away from 
I bolding demonktaiirxis.’' smd fixmer Prerident Abulfaz 
Elchibey, diainnan of foe Democratic Corigress umbrella 
group whkb oc^nised the rally. Police said nine officers suf- 
fered medium or serious injuries in the ftacas. Th^ gave no fig- 
ures fixinjuriesacoottg foe r^iposrcicxi. which said KXldemon- 
strarors were hurt. The police said they anested IS people for 
(fistmbing public order and resisting arrest Saturday, while 
opposition groups said as maz^ as 100 people are sdU being 
detuned Among them, it said, is fonner Prime Vfinister 
Panakfa Huseinov. 

Fonner Chmese president dies 

BEDING (AFP) — Fexmer Chinese pieadeni Ya^ Shangl^ 
— one of tiie “eight immortals" of tiie Communist revolution 
— died m Beijing MoDckQr aged 92, state rnedia reported. Yang 
was pieadent r&ing foe 1^9 Tiananmen Square massacre 
when tnx^ kiUed hundnsds of imarmed pro-democracy pn> 
testeis. "Together wifo other leaders of the party and gov^- 
tnftnt, he wifo tiie political turmoil of 1989 and helped to 
tnamtamifaeindqiftwfence. dignh}; security and stability c^tbe 
country," the offi^ ,'>^ua news agoii^ said in an t^tuacy. 
Yang’s Afarh leaves (xily Bo Yibo ^ li^g out of the dgb 
inunoitals — con^deted to be (he founders of the Peof^e's 
Republic. 

‘N. Korean i^otefou^tm Vietnam’ 

SEOUL (AP) — More than 800 North Korean nufitary pilots 
flew Soviet-provided hflG jets against U.S. fighters in the 
>fletDam War; a North Korean defe(^ smd in a pifolished inter- 
view Mcxiday. Lee Cbul Soo, a Nexth Korean ear force c^Xab 
who defected to Seoul in a Soviet-buih MiG-19 in 19^ made 
foe claim in foe mtertiew with foe Chosun Dbo new^iqtei: The 
mryor national daily said it was the first confinnadcxi of Nortb 

Koira air fixoe ^ots’ partidpation in foe N^onam War. 

Between 1967 and 1972, Lee said 70 North Korean pflots were 
seiK te Viemam at a tinte on a six-naoiifo rotation to fly MiG- 17 
and Mig-2J jeis pi»tided by the ibriner Soviet Union. Lee also 

said 30 Noifo Korean air force j^ots flew I^G jets fix Egynt 
in the 1973 Middle East War wifo Israel 
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Inheriting the gavel 


MINISTER OF Information Nasser 
Judeh's recent proposal that the Jordan 
Press Association rather than the govern- 
ment deal ^th complaints against the press 
is certainly a positive initiative that should 
be taken up by the association. Judeb clear- 
ly stated Sunday that be preferred the 
association assume the prime responsibility 
for resolving any ethical or legal conflict 
arising from journalists' work. Obviously 
the minister wants to open a new page in the 
government's relation with the press by 
putting the moral responsibility for enforc- 
ing the law on journalists themselves. This 
will tum-tbo association into an active body 
that will act as a monitor of press practices, 
an ombudsman and arbiter of disputes. 

Parallel to this initiative, there is another 
important signal from the government of 
Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh that sug- 
gests that it will not oppose parliamentary 
efforts to amend the Press and Publications 
Law. Should parliamentarians go ahead 
with their initiative to amend the law and 
the government cooperates positively, we 
could have a new law by early next year. 

Until then the press association should 
assume its role by naming a panel of experts 
to monitor the press, issue a daily critique of 
press reports and distribute It among jour- 
nalists. It should also, perhaps with the help 
of a U.N. body, ideutiiy areas in which jour- 
nalists and editors need training and 
embark on a programme to update the 
skills of those professionals. In addition, the 
association should seek the advice of 
lawyers familiar with libel law to point out 
possible violations of the law in order to 
alert journalists to them. 

Furthermore the association needs to 
update and improve its “code of ettucs'' doc- 
ument, after looking at other nations' expe- 
riences, and then make that document 
available to all journalists. 

There is a great deal of constructive work | 
that the assodation can assume, benefiting 
from the spirit of openness that the Regent i 
ushered in and the government is advocat- 
ing. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i's Raja Elissa asked how the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) could receive the American 
peace envoy Dennis Ross while streets are flooded with 
Palestinian blood. He oske^j how the PNA could con- 
tinue negotiating while its unarmed people are being 
shot for venting their anger about the killing of the 
Awadallah brothers. Elissa said that people are wonder- 
ing about the real role of Ross: Has he come to the 
region to push the peace process forward and convince 
the Israeli government to withdraw from the 13.1 per 
cent of the WeA Bank as stipulated by the American 
proposal? Or is his role to kill the peace process indef- 
initely? Elissa slammed the American administration 
for not criticising the Israeli murder of Imad and Amjad 
Awadallah. two prominent Hamas leaders. The writer 
al.so lashed out at .Arab countries for their negative role 
in the region. 


Al Dustoor fn its editorial criticised Israeli hard-line 
policy on the peace march. Israel wants to negotiate the 
American proposal, it said, already accepted by the 
Palestinians, pushing the American envxiy, Dennis 
Ross, to come up with alternative suggestions that will 
severely harm the Palestinians and violate their rights. 
Israel wants to renegotiate the security memorandum 
that were part of the Oslo accords, which is already 
accepted by the cunent go\’emment, said the Arabic 
daily. The paper added that Israel does not harbour 
good intentions towards the peace, it is only interested 
in destroying the process. The Israeli policy of expand- 
ing settlements in the occupied areas and killing Hamas 
leaders, wherever they may be. is proof of this, added 
the paper. 


The Tarawneh government: 


Making wish-lists or history? 


THE RECENT change in government in Jordan has 
become nearly an annual event, though the latest change 
of three weel^ ago is potentially historically significam 
and deserves both support and hone.st public analysis. I 
say ‘potentially' significam, because this situation is 
similar to that of the dozen government changes of the 
past decade: in an atmosphere of economic stress and 
public political scepticism, the Jordanian leadership has 
acted decisively and articulated fine goals that include 
transparency, stable democracy, accountability, and 
social justice. 

My deep personal desire is that the promise of the new 
government will be translated into reality: but my jour- 
nalistic tendency to analyse the world according to its 
realities, rather than its rhetoric, makes me cautious. His 
Majesty the King's letter designating Dr. Fayez 
Tarawneh as prime minister spells out an impressive 
array of goals and ideals that, if implemented, would 
make Jordan a model democracy and historic pioneer in 
the political modemisuiion of the Third World. These 
include an explicit commitment to work for “transparen- 
cy and clarity... before the people...: justice and tm{X>s- 
tng the law on the powerful, should they go astray...: 
{eliminating) corruption, discrimination, favouritism, 
and nepotism...; building a civic democratic socieQr^,.: 
and. constructive dialogue...** 

King Hussein specifTcolIy said in his letter that “the 
time has come for us to transform slogans into actions 
and to transform our words and aspirations into action 
for the people to feel and see that these actions positive- 
ly affect their daily life.*’ 

The prime minisier, in turn, promised “to foster prin- 
ciples of freedom, democracy, justice and equality, and 
strengthen the systems of uccoumabiiity and evalua- 
tion." He also pledged “transparency, fairness and objec- 
tivity" in government decision-making, and vowed to 
prevent shortcomings such as favouritism and unjustifi- 


able discrimination. 

This noble spirit has been reflected in the important 
meetings that His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson 
has held in recent weeks with the full spectrum of polit- 
ical forces in Jordan, including politick parties, profes- 
sional associations, opposition figures, and others. Other 
good signs ore the government's new, more moderate 
tone on implementing the controversial press and publi- 
cations law; the appointment of the enlightened Mr. lyad 
Q:utan as press and publications department director: 
and information minister Nasser Judeb's apparently 
more conciliatory approach to state-press relations. The 
reappointment to the Senate of outspoken former prime 
ministers Taher Masri and Ahmad Obeidai is also a con- 
structive sign, perhaps signalling the political establish- 
ment's desire to reconfigure itself on a basis of inclu- 
siveness and tolerance of dissent, without occasional 
bouts of irritation and e.xcIusion. 

These positive trends are countered, however, by some 
significant negatives. We have heard many previous 
c^ls for, and promises of, transparent, accountable, and 
democratic governance, usually with only partial fulfil- 
ment. His Majesty's e.’cplicit and perhaps even slightly 
exasperated statement that the tima has come to translate 
slogans into action can be taJcen as a reminder of this 
fact. 

The new government is composed of fine technocrats 
and virtuous individuals with a proven commitment to 
jMiblic service: but most of them have grown up and 
matured politically in an environment that did not 
include any significam accountability. It is not clear bow 
and why they will suddenly achieve a qualitative leap in 
the democratic nature of our governance system. 
Technocracy is not the goal of the day: democracy, 
accounttiiility. transparency and efficacy are the goals. 
To be achieved, they require a combination of political 
will at the top. qualified public servants, and a rigorous- 


ly institutionalised system that promotes quality ^d 
honesty, demotes mediocrity, and purusnes cnmmoljty. 
We have the Jeadership, politick will, and qualified pe^ 
pie io place; the institutionalised system remmns the 
weak Unk. in Jordan and most of the Arab Wor d today. 
This government will have to prove very quickly that it 
is prepared to implement such a system, rather than 
mainly talk about it. 

The public remains sceptical of the new govenmenl s 
ability to achieve its noble goals. The latest University 
of Jordan Strategic Studies Centre opinion poll shows 
that only 44 per cent of the public (and just 26 per cent 
of opinion leaders) believe the prime minister will “very 
successfully" meet his stated mandate, interestingly, 
confidence in the government, as opposed to the prime 
minister himself, was even lower, with only 25 per cent 
of the public and 19 per cent of opinion leaders feeling 
the government w-ill successfully achieve its goals. 

It has become clear in the modern history of Jordan 
that qualitative change of this sort cannot mandated 
only by directives from the top. Leadership, example 
and' guidance from the monarchy must be combined 
with real changes in the exercise and checks-and-bal- 
ance of power at two other levels: in politicd, econom- 
ic. cultural, security, information, and other institutions 
of the state, and am ong the varied institutions of civil 
society, grassroots communities, and the private sector. 

In view of the above positive and negative factors, this 
change of government will be historic only if it sparks 
serious changes in the real exercise of power at several 
levels of society. Fayez Tarawneh's government should 
not merely tell us that it will be democratic, transparent, 
honest, and accountable, as all previous governments 
have done. It must, rather, spell out a clear, p^^dcal 
plan of action that institutes credible mechanisms to 
achieve these fine goals, instead of merely offering them 
as a collective national wish-list once again. 




A power vacuum 


By David E. Sanger 
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WASHINGTON HAS been so distracted by 
President Bill Ginion's troubles, by the slow- 
modon collapse of die Russian government and 
by the condnuiog meltdown of Asia that few in 
the U.S. cajntal have had time to consider what 
could setoff the next wave of economic turmoil 

So it was DO accident that after a cabinet meet- 
ing la^ 'Tlniisday afiemoon, Treasuty Secieta^ 
Robert Rubio appeared on television to under- 
score. that the president is "intensely focused" 
on wxMld economic events, even whDe he fights 
for political survival and apologises for what 
Mr. Rubin termed “terrible mistakes.** 

Mr. Rubin made an oblique aigument that 
keeping the president in his job was essential, 
.saying this is "a time when tte world has only 
one leader who understands these issues." 

This week. Washington arxi Wall StieeL two 
universes rarely m sync, got a caste of what may 
be coming. 

The images on Wednesday of Kenneth Starr's 
boxes of evidence landing on Ciapitol 
helped propel the U.S. martets to another big 
slide Thur^y. and the threat of impeachment 
proceedings against Mr. Clinton ordy adds to 
the sense that the United States is no longer a 
haven against instability. 

At the same time, the Asian crisis was landing 
ftiU-force in the Americas. The crisis in Brazil's 
■Stock market dissolved the few remaining hopes 
that Latin America would .somehow stave off 
the economic contagion that began in the 
Piacific. Mexico's currency has decl^ied to low's 
nor seen .since the 1 peso crisis, reviving the 
fears of that first post-cold war dip into eco- 
nomic meltdown. 

There is plenty of economic rationale behind 
the fear that a breach of the Latin wall could be 
far more devastating for U.S. companies than 
the twin cri.ses in Asia and Russia. 

U.S. exports to Latin America ate far greater 
than to Asia, and U.S. banks are much more 
heavily exposed to a downturn there. But per- 
haps just os importantly, if economic turmo'il 
engulfs the region, the coou^ion will be 


exploding just over the United Stat^' southern 
bordec 

“Tt*s a very scary combination of events.** said 
John Wadsworth Jc, the chairman of Mo^an 
Stanley Asia. "The classical solutions to coDBdn 
the Asian crisis failed. Meanwhile, we have a 
series of political vacuums at a moment when 
tile complexity of the world's economic and 
financial siiuation requires real leadership.** 

‘There’s no worid central bank, no world 
equivalent of Alan Greenspan, at .a moment 
when our main problems around the globe are. 
finandaL That tmly ipgnifies the trouble.” 

The closest institution that fits that gjdral role 
is the International Monetary Fund. Until now. 
the adiiiinisiraticm's bet was that the outbreak of 
new brush fires around the world would per- 
suade Congress to put another $18 billion into 
the cash-strapped IMF. rather than risk being 
accused of partisan wrangling while world 
economies melt 

The strata, though, is clearly failing; On 
Thursday, a House of Representatives commit- 
tee refill to ^)prove a donation larger than 
S3.4 billion. Mr. Clinton, distracted to say die 
least is in no position to lobby fix* more funds. 
Though some compromise is possible, ^ aide 
to Mr Rubin said the funds were "dearly in 
trouble." 

It is always difficult to say what is frightening 
markets the most: the {xospect of drawn-out 
impeachment hearings, or a recession in Latin 
Arnerica that w*cxild further hurt corporate prof- 
its or a general nervousness that a remarkable 
period of world pirosperily is grinding to a halt 

But it would be a mistake to underestimate the 
impact of Clinton's troubles. 

At moments of economic periL what govern- 
ments My. how quickly they react to plunging 
currencies or maiket crises, how fast they reas- 
sure investors that things are under cootroL take 
on new dimensions. 

Wth the prudent viewed as crippled, at best 
that leadership role fails almost entirely to Mir. 
Rulnn and to Mr. Greenspxin. 


— The huemaiionai Hemld Tribune 


The discrimination against Israeli Arabs 


Bv Pascal B. Karmv 


THE C.ASE of the Arab citizens of Israel ba.s 
come lately to the fore of the mind's of Israeli 
politicians. This piroblem of demography in the 
heart of Israel has been the subject of study and 
research by Israeli researchers in their uni^ers^- 
ties and research centres. 

The different researches ha\e .shown that 
Israel is a .state of dual nationality in which the 
Palestinian Anbs form a substantial proportion 
— about one million — of the Israeli popula- 
tion. In spite of thai. the>' are considered as sec- 
ond rate dtizens and are liiscriminoied againsi. 
Most Israeli laws gi\e preference to the Jews 
rather than to the .Arabs. An example is the Law' 
of Return of 1950 which grants citizenship 
auiomancally to any Jew coming lo Israel as 
soon as he arrives, but not to any Arab. 
Opportunities for wotk ore good for the Jew but 
not for die Arab. The Arab citizeiw' lands have 
often been confiscated, but not land beicaiging 
to the Jew. and that is why the Arabs of Israel 
celebrate the Day of ihe Land every year after 
hundreds of dunums ot' Arab lands has'c been 
confiscated to the benefit of the state or to 
Jewish oiganisation.s or Jewish settlements. 

One of ^e most unjust features of Israeli law; 
Is that many Arab villages in Israel ore not 
recognised by the Israeli authorities. The>' are 
thus depirived of many .services of the state, and 
.some are not helped by the state in any way. In 


other wxird.*^. as for as du; suuc is concerned they 
are non-exisicni. As Dr. Israel Shuhuk. profc.s- 
.sor ai the Hebrew Univieisity of Jcmsolem and 
choimiun of die Israeli Human and Civil Rights 
League, has staled; can sec many forms 
of discriminotioas a^insl the Arabs of Israel 
with regard to the rights of man." He says: "We 
cannot divide judicc; either the rights mu,st be 
the same [and] applicable to oil in the Middle 
East namely ibe right of an Arab to live and 
Wfirk and open business vriiercvcr he wishes in 
Israel; otherwise we will then jusuty discrimi- 
nation agaiast the Jews in Rui.s for extimple." 

The Slate ufl^oel Is better called the .state of 
the Jews a.s the latter enjoy m;iny more privi- 
leges than the Israeli Arabs. The majority of the 
land in Israel belongs to llie stale and is .subject 
Io the Imv whidi prohibits sale or transfer of the 
land In a non-Jew. Pun of Uic land belongs also 
h) the well-known Jewish Keren Kaymerand is 
inalienable to the non-Jew. On the other hand 
the majority of the land which belonged to the 
Arabs of Israel were wnfiscated if they ateenl- 
ed themselves from their land or Imme. even 
though this idiscncc was a result of the conllici 
of 1 WS between the Arabs and l.srael. niui!; Ibr 
example, the twner* of the lands of Ikrit and 
Bira'am villages were not allowed to return to 
their \illtiges and live there on the ground that 
they were considered "ahsenlees" under the 
unjust Absentee Property Law of 1950 
although the inhirbitanis of those twxi villages 


did not leave Israel. In sum, no Arab of Israeli 
citizen.ship may purchase, occupy or lease land 
from any Jew or fr«n the Israeli authorities. 

One can al.so i^luin die fact that, because of 
racialism and di.scrimination, in 1980 only a 
few Arab senior officials are listed in the Israeli 
Yeaibook, although Israeli Arabs represented 
that year 1 7 per cent of the population of Israel. 

In the field of education, discrimination 
against die Arabs of Israel is exemplified by tlte 
publicoticm of a new three volume .scries called 
“On die Good Land" written for elementoiy 
government religious schools by the 
Department of Israeli Ministry of EcUication 
which .states inter alia “Jew and Ar^ sitting 
under one tree as a symbol of peace between 
them is a utopia of Zionism's creation. The 
Arabs have no roots in the Land of Israel. They 
did nx plant any bees here, and therefore thty 
will not eat the fruit of those trees. If ihty are 
sitting under trees, these trees do not belong to 
them. The connection of Arabs to the land is a 
material one, while the relation of the Jew to 
the land is historical and religious." 

With the imeDtion of obliterating Palestinian 
history and culture, the histoty of Palestine is 
not taught in Israeli scliools. Profeaisor Israel 
Shahak says in his book “Le Racism de I’Etat 
d'lsrael" on page 236, that in schools no men- 
tion is mode of the history of Rilestine during 
the two thousand years of the diaspora, neither 
in books, nor in lectures. Not only is the histo- 


ty of Palestine not taught in Jewrish schools, it 
i.s almost not allowed to be taught in Arab 
schools within Israel. After the 1967 occupa- 
tion Israel sought to impose its syllabus on the 
inhabitanLs of East Jeru^em. Howwer, in con- 
i^wnoe of stTOTg opposition against this ini- 
bative, Israel was compelled to allow the 
Jordanian syliaba^ to be taught in the schools, 
wt only if expuigaied of all reference to 
Palestine or its people. 

Samj Khalil Mar i a Palestinian education 
taught in Israel jrays in his book; 
„ , culture and identity among 

Faestimaiw m Isra«r* published in 1984: “In 
*^t^li education and cultural pcdicies for 
at nothing less than the de- 
Haii^nisation and de-ntdonalisation of those 
fi^un^r its control since 1948. Education 
or Arabs m Israel has been perceived and used 
^ on instrument of ideology throu^ which the 
4ioiu« entity so « had hOTied, achieve the 
goa of annihilation of Palestinian cultural and 
nation^ .'^entity. The modem history of 
anti reduced to the “histo- 
ty of the iMd of the fiuhers" of the desert which 

r'w ^10 paradise by Zionirt set- 

tiers and newcomers." 


w?7fer was an advocate in Palestine in 
^Sol officer at 

He contributed rfiis article to the Jordan Times. 







I ^ 



Tea 


V 


N! 



Features 


Jordan Hmes, Tuesday, September 15, 1998 



S"es5' 

new g,ncrnnicr„-, 

P-‘H .h , ' 
adjust n.^./' . 

T^nisier u,ii--, 

‘ntcrc.jffii'f? 

hisiun <.( j,.-i 

Pj 

□ '.hetl'.s.jn.J4, 1. 

^-:-n..un. 
i oUier n,M,;u„„n, 
asmuiion. nj •|.,| 
prixiue ,ea.r 

:gativer.,,,r..ih,.. 

'J i«. ‘.parks 
>f P0^\er ai .c'.erul 
iovemmeni ,h.julj 
crane. ir.:nvp;,rcni. 
'10U.S ^i.".cTnmcnr. 

^ a deiir. prjctiQi 
'le niech.iiii.|iK i„ 
^rel> ■;-fuTi.T.-ihcni 
' again. 


jum 


united .Slho* 'i.ulwj; 

)ination<'! r'-.iii*,' 0^1 
? chaurr.jii .'i \U^ 
icu] M'tiui'. Ti* iii.i'riuo 

Mean\\h:!r. .'.e nj'.ji 
ins at ;i n',. 'nieni v te 

world'* .'i.ttai'n(.. jrn]' 

re;d leaicr*hiir 
sntTjl h.'jik, n.i '...'r;: 

stn>pufi. .1; .\ :/'an 
i«. uroeiid ITic Z: 
iniljeo 'ihc *uMr ' 
ihul r'iMr,.:i ji.'hdr.ik 

seuin ' riii' ■!"'•'•. 

wa> ihat ■ ■uihrsJu'i 
ibe U'OJ '.'•'ulil (V' 
uiothei r'liiii.'n mhi 
rather tl’ia;'. n4 ixinit 
rajigline '"■’f'J 

is w'luiJ'f.'' 

.epfes-'rit.ii” .‘‘"'W''' 
a donjUs'P lJ■i:^r 'i'lJii 
n. di>>tr.si.'ied 
)lohb> i.'f n">rcr.i'Wf. 
lise is 

nind.' ’’’ 

prONpeo/ 
orc rea-..'!’ n' 

her hLino-'-p- 

,ness ilui r.-ni-i-Y** 

ir\ is cri'id:.>*: - 

ike 

bifs. 

• r,' .. ■: i 

h‘‘'V. ■‘■'I 


Missile with a message 


By Donald MacIntyre 

SAY THIS much for North Korea's quiricy 
leader, Kim Jong D: he knows how to get the 
^d's attention. Early last week, a powerful 
new nussile lifted ofif from a secret base on 
North Korea’s eastern coast and streaked toward 
Japan. Dumping its first stage off the western 
coast of Japan, the rocket sped high over the 
country and plunged down into the Pacific 
Ocean. But it packed a political wallop that 
resounded in capitals from Tb^o to Washing- 
ion. The message: North Korea may be broke 
and short of food, but the Stalinist state ha.s a 
fjnnge mus new toy. 

With a range of to 2,000 km, far greater 
(ban anything else in the North's arsenal, the 
Taepo Dong-1 can reach all of Japan — and the 
41,000 U.S. troops stationed there. The missile 
also raised the prospect of new threats to the 
U.S. and its allies in the Middle East, where 
Pyong>'ang sells its missiles to clients like Libya 
and 1^. More worrisome still is what the 
laiuich says about Pyongyang’s aggressive mis- 
sile programme. Some experts believe North 
Korea is well on the way to building even more 
muscular missiles, capable of reaching Alaska, 
Hawaii and even die western part of conti- 
nental U.S. Says Republican Congressman Curt 
Weldon, a member of the Nadona] Security 
Committee: "It's the first time a rogue state has 
launched a multistage missile. It's extremely 
disturbing.” 

Why fire the missile now? The launch 


undoub^y impressed potential weapon buy- 
ers. Missile sides are Pyongyang's biggest 
source of foreign exchange, peaking at about 
$700 million a year in the late 1980s, according 
to ^uth Korea analysis. But revenue has 
drclined to about $50 million as Pyongyang's 
clients have found other suppliers. With its econ- 
omy imploding, the country desperately needs 
hard currency. “What they are doing is demon- 
strating a new product,” says a senior adminis- 
tration official. 

North Korea’s leaders probably calculated the 
launch would al.so thrill audiences at home, to 
set the stage for this week’s celebmiions mark- 
ing the 50th anniversary of the founding of 
North Korea by Kim's father. Kim 11 Sun^. Last 
week the North Korean parliament, meeting for 
the first time since Kim II Sung died in 1994, 
honoured him with the tide of permanent presi- 
dent (enhancing the truth of the slogan the great 
leader is always with us). Kim Jong H doesn't 
need the title of presidenL He has used his 
authority a.s commander in chief and head of the 
ruling Workers* Party to run the country. Last 
weelC he wa.«; awarded the power to declare war, 
sign peace treaties and control die defence 
industry, underscoring both his control and the 
growing role of the armed forces. Meanwhile, 
the meet-and-greei functions he so dislikes have 
been palmed off to the chairman of the presidi- 
um. Marking the milestone with a ni% new 
missile could be a way to distract a country on 
its knees: Famine has killed an estimated 2 mil- 
lion people in North Korea since 1995. 


The U.S., hewever, was also a prime target 
audience. 1716 launch came just hours before 
diplomats from both countries were due to sit 
down in New Yoik City to iron out a mini-crisis 
that erupted over the North’s nuclear ambitions. 
U.S. spy satellites revealed a massive excavation 
noith-easi of Pyongyang that suggested the 
North could be attempting to revive a nuclear 
weapons projea they had agreed to shelve. It's 
still not clear what is going on at the dig. Some 
analysts guess that the project is a kind of bluff, 
an attempt to leverage the impoveri.shed 
regime's only real bargaining chip: Its ahiliiy 10 
thrraten its neighbours. Umeiling a new mi^ile 
would fit nicely with that strategy. “This may be 
a way of poking us and saying, 'pay attention to 
North Korea. We can still be a'pain in the neck,"’ 
says Joel Wit, a senior associare at the Henr>' L. 
Stimson Centre, a Washington-based public pol- 
icy think tank. The delayed negotiations 
resumed Saturday in New York, and State 
Department officials reported progress in the 
tai^. They will brief the White House this week. 

North Korea clearly doesn't think the U.S. has 
been taking it seriously enough of late, 
l^ngyang agreed to shut down its nuclear facil- 
ities in i^4 in exchange for two new' reactors 
that don’t produce bomb fuel and a yearly gift of 
500,000 tonnes of heavy fuel oil for convention- 
al power plants. Washington also agreed 10 roll 
back sanctions. The hard-won deal brought both 
sides back from the brink of war. But 
Pyongyang is frustrated over what it sees as foot 
dragging in Washington. The reactors are behind 


schedule, and so are the oil deliv'eries. 

Pyong>-ang may have a point. The administra- 
tion, U.S. critics complain, has moved on to 
crises in other pans of the globe, putting the 
1994 agreement on auto-pilot. Whai’s more, ifae 
White House under-estimated how much money 
ii needed from Congress to pay for the oil, 
which costs about $55 million annually. This 
year it asked for only S35 million, hoping to pass 
the tin cup among its allies. That hasn't woiked, 
.since many countries question why the M»id’s 
leading economic power can't come up with the 
money. But U.S. lawmakers are even more 
reluctant to bankroll Pyongyang after Monday's 
launch. The Senate quicldy passed legislation 
requiring F^sident Clinton to certify' that North 
Korea is not developing nuclear weapons or 
exporting ballistic missiles to terrorist nations 
before pro\’iding more fuel oil. If approved by 
the House, the requirement could kill the 1994 
agreement. 

Still, the Tuepo Dong- 1 should help to refocus 
the thinking of policy makers in Washington. It 
is light-years ahead of its predecessor, the 
Nodong- 1 , a one-stage rocket with a range of up. 
to f.OOO ki/ometres Muitipfe-srage vehicies 
require expertise in guidance systems and other 
tricky technology. Thus last week's launch 
means the North is a step closer to building 
interconiinentai ballistic misses that could 
reach the mainland U.S., according to Richard 
Speier. a Carnegie Foundation consultant and 
fbmier missile proliferation expert at the Penta- 
gon. 


What can the U.S. do? Cer tainl y a ''suigical” 
strike with cruise missiles i la Sudan and 
Afghanistan is out of the question. Seoul, the 
capital of South Kotea, is 138 miles from 
Pyongyai^ and the Nonh has enough artillery 
to flatten it before a war even got into full swiqg. 
The U.S. is looldng at antimissUe defences for 
more distant potent taigets, but they are cost- 
ly and nowhere near deployment The so-called 
Theatre Altitude A^De^ce missile pro- 

gramme — billed as an improvement on the 
existing Patriot system — has been plagued with 
troubles. But pressure to pour numey into such 
systems could grow as North Korea and other 
hostile states roll out increasingly sophisticated 
weapon systems. 

At week's end, military analysts were investi- 
gating claims by North Korea that it had put a 
satellite into otbit with last week's launch. The 
North Koreans say the satellite is for the peace- 
ful exploration of outer space, but it alro will 
beam tunes back to earth, inclu^g The Song of 
Marshal General Kim Jong n. So far, listening 
stations haven't picired up any sign^. But if 
Kim has spent miUidiis on a song-sin ging satel- 
lite while his counoy is starving, he will retain 
his position as one the most bizarre leaders in 
the world. 

Wrdi reporting by CNN's Mike 
Chinoy/Pyongyang, Stella Kim, SeouL Mark 
Thompson and Douglas YAdler/Waslungton. 

— Time 
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Tearing up the 
map of creation 


A fish the size of a bam door is 
facing extinction. Bur we 
failed to notice tfus until it wyu 
almost too late, how many 
other species are diseqipear’ 
ing? What we do know, says 
Urn Ra^drd, is that the mas- 
sacre of species at current 
rates has baitful conse- 
quences for Planet Eardi — 
and humanity 

A BIG FISH is about to swim 
awqy — for even The barn- 
door skate Raja levis seems 
dose to extinction. In 1951 
research ships found it in 10 
cent of an trawls of the St 
Pierre Bank in the Adanoc 
ocean off Newfoundland. 
Over the past 20 years, none 
have been caught there. The 
barndoor skate grows to a 
metre across, nor something 
you would miss if you were 
kxjldog out for ii But nobody 
was. “Failuie to examine his- 
toDcal data has resulted in the 
faigest skate in the North 
i^bntic being driven to near 
extinction without anyone 
noticing,” researchers. If 
sanetfaing die size of a bam 
door could slip away without 
being missed “the fare of Ihtle 
kno^ species is likely to be 
worse.’’ 

The tilings that make life 
possible are barely visible. 
Labonamty experiments based 
on small artificial wcvids keep 
denxinstrating [hat diveisny is 
life’s mvigest card. The recy- 
ebng of air and warei and plant 
nutrients is die buaness of lit- 
tle creatures most of us oev'er 
notice. The food we eai the 
medicines we take and the 
tools we use have been fasb- 
kned for us 500 million 
years of evolution. Yet we 
know {tactically nothing 
tibout most of them. We even 
lack a starting poinL Who 
knows bow many small fiy are 
being (fished? 

Creatures are being erased 
from life's register fester than 
anyone can record them. All 
the eridence is ihat humans 
are extingiushing other life 
forms on an epic scale. But 
are no tafiymen to count 
the. dead, or tate tte measure 
of the Uving: There are proba- 
bly only ^out 7,000 experts 
“7 they arc called laxono- 
^plsts, sometimes ^stema- 
tiffi-. — OB the whole planet 
with the autboniy to (fistin- 
gt^ cne spedes fitm anoth- 
^ Most are in the wrong 
And few have been 
gating much encouragemenL 
^Wflaut 'them wp canno t even 


/" 




It was not »nfii 1758 that 
Cad UnnawK ^le great 
Swedidi taxonomist, began 
couHiqg fee animal longdooL 
Preafe and Bdti^ natural his- 
followed, and estab- 
pshed a s)^tiematic way of 
a creature’s 
I^turcmoidertotnakeafem- 
coonecdcKL In the course 


240 years, they estat^ished a 
local habitation and name for 
each of about 1.7 or 1.8 mil- 
lion species. 

But there is no central cata- 
logue or inventory. So the 
same species mi^t be record- 
ed under one identity in one 
counoy and under an entirely 
separate name in another. 
Where scientists have 
checked, they have found 
“synonymy” in perhaps 20 per 
cent pf cases. So the true num- 
ber of species feat have been 
described and named is per- 
il^ M million. 

Then researchers began to 
look a little harder. They 
spread nets under oees, dusted 
them with insecticide and 
counted just the aitiiropods 
(inclucfing insects) that fell 
oui The numbers astonished 
them. When th^ got to 
SOBOO, they started to get 
alarmed: By that reckoning 
tiieie might be 20 million 
species to be described, rather 
fean 2 million. What was true 
for tile Amazon rainforest 
turned out to be equally true 
fcH- coral reefs and mangrove 
swamps. 

But taxonomists are 
oppressed by something daik- 
er thnn the task of counting. 
What is going on now is 
cfescribed, Squire calmly, as 
“(be sixth great extinction." 
The fossil record is a pattern of 
evolution and extinction, wife 
species continuoudy evolving, 
flouiistung and expiring as 
naturally as individuals are 
bom, develcp and die. 
Imposed on this hubbub of 
appearance and disappearance 
is a series of dramatic happen- 
ings: Mass disappearances, 
followed by new begmnings, 
at least five times in the past 
500 milikin years. 

The last of these was 65 mil- 
lion years ago, when a 10 kilo- 
mecre asteroid whacked into 
the Yucatan in Mexico. The 
change now Is less dramatic 
but no less significant 
AceexxUng to some theorists, 
half of all tile creatures with 
which humans share the plan- 
et could be about to steal away 
into the eternal night simply 
tiieir hcMnes are being 
destroyed. By humans. The 
w^d's dwindling tropical 
forests could be losing crea- 
tures at the rate of 27.(XX) a 
year — three creatures an hour 
— at tile most craiservaiive 
estimate. 

The pecisiai of these fig- 
ures is diqjuted, but the truth 
behind them is not During the 
past century birds and mam- 
mals have been disappearing 
at an average rate one a 
yean This Is already a thou- 
sand times fester than the 
“background” rate of extinc- 
tiem. It is confirmed by crude 
counts made ty the conserva- 
tion groups: A tenth of all 
flowering (riants are about to 
(Jis^jpear, a tenth of aU birds 


on the planet are seriously 
endanger^ many of the big 
mammal groups — the cats, in 
particular — couldbealxxitto 
dist^^3ear. But 99 per cent of 
creation is less than 3mm 
long. Most of the smaller 
species will be gene before 
scientists find out th^ were 
here. 

So taxemomy's high com- 
mand deckled to stake out 
small areas of femest or savan- 
nah and simply sarrq^le the 
local life, quidc headcounts of 
this and that species. Such a 
British project in tiae 
Cameroon came to an abvupt 
end only last yeac Skrientists 
had raaiked out a few hectares 
of already well-soidied forest 
and had b^un to catalogue all 
the creatures in just a Untited 
sdectkxi of ^Dups. They gave 
up. There were simpfy too 
many species to count 

“We could have carried on, 
but we would have needed 
many mme taxonomists and 
systematists," says Jefen Law- 
ton, of London's Imperial Col- 
1^ and president of the 
Royal Soci^ for the Protec- 
tion of Birds. 

Thm's the Tulx ‘The global 
workforce, consideied to 
number 7,000 systematisls. is 
clearly inadequate,” says 
Stqihen BlackrrKxe. keeper of 
botany at the Natural Histoty 
Museum in London. Woric by 
taxonomists involves travel to 
faraway places on budgets that 
simply don't stretdi very fer. 

Biodversity is a matter of 
naked human self-interesL 
Human eemomy rests on 
plants. Crops and their wild 
relatives have to be understood 
and conserved, and that means 
the insets that prey on diem 
must also be understood. 
Plants that prov'ide most med- 
icines — from aspirin for 
headaches to taxol for breast 
cancer — have developed the 
chemicals tii^ possess as a 
response to tiuir co-evolution 
with bisects. There could be 
biOioRs of dollars of useful, 
valuable, exploitable knowl- 
edge to te graned from almost 
unfaiown creatures in their 
habitats. 

!-igf year Cornell scientists 
calculate that if humans had 
to pay for the services they 
received free fiom nature — 
pollinatiwi, water purification, 
crop pest comrot. that sort of 
thing — the bill would be $19 
milfion annually. Fellow crea- 
tures are a kind of map of cre- 
ation. 

“Just knowing how tnany 
spedes there are is like tiding 
prefer m^ of the stars,” says 
John Lawton. “It's exactly fee 
same for a proper science of 
ecology evolution and 
many areas of biology- ^ 
need to know how many 
(Xganisins there are, what th^ 
are, and where they are. 

— Cuardian 


Far from humans, the right whale thrives 


ByAnIhonyFaioIa 

DEEP IN wintertime F^tagooia, the 
gulfs of this ensconced peninsula are the 
breeding grounds of the right whale, fee 
larert kind on Earth. 

Only ri^ now, they suddenly do not 
seem so rare: fe nujnb^ not seen in half 
a centuiy, randy males are heeding the 
call of die wild lomandng eoonnous 
females. Just for the fun it, dozens of 
daik, burly beasts are lea{feig and 
twilling fr^ the w^ like ballerinas 
who wd^ 50 metric tonnes. 

It is a scene (hat has scientists worid- 
wide both excioed and slight^ mystifioi 

Indeed, fer die first time since their 
ctxitact wife huinahidnd. tilings here are 
finally going right for the endangered 
li^ whale — so dubbed, experts S£^, 
because eariy whalers consick^ than 
the “righr to hunt 'Ihey are one 
of fee few whales that float, ratfaa than 
sink, aher be^ harpoon^ making 
them the easiest targets for. whalers 
before more sojfeisdcated techniques 
expatuJed bunting to other species. 

At the turn of the centuiy, there were 
an estimated 60,000 right whales worid- 
wide, but since fee animak — which 
measure 17 metres or mere — were 
prized for haring the ihiclrest blubber of 
the Ug vriiales, they were targeted by 
whalers. Even after right whale hunting 
was banned in 1937, tii^ were poofeed 
mercilessly. Russian and Ukrainian 
fleets illeg^y harvested at leas24XX)off 
the coast of Soufe America in die 1960s 
alone. The kUlmgs brought both the 
ooefeem and southern speries of right 
whale to near e.xdiictk)n: in die e^ 
1970s there was an estimated world pop- 
ulation cfotAy 4.000. Tbday, there are an 
estimated 7,000 whales. 

Now, scientists are calling vriiat is 
petting here one of die most important 
recoveries of a vriiale species this cemu- 
ly. The number of southern ri^t whales 
has ballooned to about 2,500 fiom 
360 in 1971, and they ore reproducing at 
the extraortfinaiy growth rate of about 
seven per cent a year. The bays along the 
coast here now haibour almost hrif of the 
world's whale population. 

Compare that with fee cuoendy 
recoided number of 300 northern right 
whales, which range off the coast of the 
United States fixm Maine to Honda. 
Their population, up fiom 250 about 10 


years ago, is fkr more unstable and genet- 
ically weak, edging up about iw'o per 
cent a year and ending a far greater rate 
of infant mortality, whale experts say. 

Although scientists are still at a loss to 
define die vast difference in growth rates, 
th^ are leaning tou^nJs the most obvi- 
ous answer Right whales here are con- 
fiomed with less man-made pollution 
and commerce than their northern 
cousins. Put simpl>', if you leave them 
alone, diey will 
thrive. 

“I think you 
could call what’s 
bappeniog in 
Ai^daa a case 
soidy on how to 
bring a spedes of 
whale back fiom 
(he edge of extinc- 
tion,’' said Roger 
Payne, a leading 
American whale 
expert who found- 
ed a field station 
here in 1971 to 
study soutiiem 
ri^ vriiales. “Thke 
the negative human 
efiect out of the 
equation and 
you've got great 
chances for suc- 
cess." 

Southern right 
whales live in seas 
ferless-oavelledl^ 
commeicial ship- 
jnng vessels Ihw 
their nortiiem 
cousins, who ore of 

the same genus but are a distinct species 
beating slightly different mailings. 
Almost 60 per cent of northern right 
whales bear scans, some deep enough to 
eventually loll them fiom run-ins with 
laige ships. 

No rinular statistics are uvdlable f« 
southern right whales, but scientists say 
scarring is far less prevalent in the popu- 
lation here because of less intensive 
commercial shipping. Patagonia is 
sparsely populated, wife 2.7 people per 
square kjlometre. and has no laige pons 
or population centres such as New York. 
Boston or Washington-Baliimore. That 
also means less pressure fiom pollution 
in the wateis, which sdentisis believe is 


causing serious problems fix the nortii- 
em whales, espodaliy their young. 

Despite mounting trommeicial fishing 
in fee waters off Argendna’s commeDtal 
shelf, the wh^es also have fisund a fiiend 
in tie Atgeoiines. AigentiDes took a lead- 
ing role in banning commercial whafing 
in the 1980s, dioughpoadiers — in par- 
ticular the Japanese, Norw^jans and 
Russians — ctxuinue to harv^ dozens 
of whales. 



The Argentines quickly learned due 
protecting whales was mutually benefi- 
cial. Here in wdnd-swept coastal Patago- 
nia. a setni-arid, ofien-fiigid region dot- 
ted vrith desert shrub and inhidtited by 
guanacos (oversized Hamas), sea Hons, 
sea elephants and peogitins, whale 
waidiing has helped mtte tourism a 
huge industry. 

To maintain the industry and the 
whales, the Argentines designated the 
Gulf of San Jose, one of the vriiales' most 
important breeding grounds on Peninsu- 
la Valdes, a whale reserve, which is siria- 
ly monitored. The waters here are ideal 
for breeding, sdentists say. The wfeales 
are attracted to the nanow inlets 45 to 9 
metres deep, thought to be perfect for 


nuisiiig newfeom calves. 

The whales diemselves are conadered 

“Kvtng national mnnuinenR.“ the hi^iest 

levd ^protection aSbided to animak in 
Aigentma. Strict pcqwlaiioD and zotring 
limiis have been sec on the numher cif 
peopfe allowed to Ihv m tofWDs bexe, and 
tire miinber of vritak^-wnidung boats and 
cusomers are fimhed by R^ulation. A 
maqer jtiao bemg developed for the 
coasialn^gionofFhc^oafeiscoDsideF- 
ing even stricter devdepmm rule& 

But [here aie signs feat hiumns here, 
too. are having a n^;alive impacL Some 
nations, such as Sc^ Africa, have put 
kws into efi^ that fiinic whale-wai^ 
ing to boats wnlhout engtnes. Aig^uina 
peniiits power boats, but seme sli^ipeis 
do ooc always obey r^ubrions to cut 
their engines wilhm 1()0 metres of the 

animak 

Also, pc^nilation growth oa tins pemn- 

snla and ihft tncipaq^ frl m mnk»i rial fis fr - 

eiies have created another prcfelenL 
Thou^ the vriiales come here edy to 
mate, tiie emshore fisheries have lured 
tiiousaods of sea gulls that gouge the skin 
oftiievfeales’ba^ 

'The whales bate it" said Victoria 
Rowntiee, director of ^ ffight Wh^ 
Programme ctf the Whale Conservation 
Institute. Tt's obvious. When diey're bh- 
teo, tiiey turn around and dive to avoid 
the guns,” be said, wtitich “especially go 
afio- dte babies. Sem^imes. dx gasl^ 
are very de^.’’ 

The whales migrate to Patagoma to 
breed after qieixfiiig months buildiiig up 
their fet fisetfing in fee colder watera near 
Antarctica. In the pasi tiiey were noted 
only in September and October, but now 
tiiey are abundant ftom June tfarou^ 
Deoembei: No one knows exactly vriiy. It 
could be tiiat pec^ just notice diem 
OKMe. But otte have posttdated ifaar 
hitler water teIZ^1elanlres fiom global 
wanning have changed iheir mating 

haWts. 

‘*Wb'U continue trying to find ihe key.” 
Mariano Coscaidla, a marine biologist 
wife the National F^i^onian Centre, 
said. *But ri^ now, I just want to enjoy 
ft. I live across fiom the beach, and in (he 
mornings. Fm woken tqi 1^ die sound of 
vriiales hreadiing in the gttl£ What can I 
say? It is the most beautiful sound Fve 
h^rd in vtxy fife.” 

—baematiaialHemldTnbiate 


Dutch cyclists blown away by tunnel 


By Karen Hey 

Reuters 

IMAGINE BEING blasted through a tumiel at 
spe^ almost 50 km an hour by a wind machine 
while perched on a bike. 

It may sound like a white-knuckle iaiiground ride, 
but for the orcle-mad, eco-fiieiidly, uy-anytiiing- 
once Dutch, it's just a potential alternative to catching 
the bus. 

Cycling is a way of life for people in die Nether- 
lands. 

Around 80 per cent of die counoy 's 15 million peo- 
ple own a Inke, cycling a combined total of 135 bil- 
lion kra a year. 

Weatiter {kus the dampeners on seasonal biking 
while biking is a quick, efficient and pleasant means 
of transport during the w^aim summer months, come 
the autumn , fee miserable Dutch weather can force 
cyclists to sedc alternative means of transport 

But one southern Dutch council is atten^iting to 
protect its enlists fiom the elements and ensure a 
more emdnmmeatally fiiendly transport system. It is 
mairing tentative plans to codstnicc a eight kfiomette 
tunnel. 

'yi/e want to build a bike route about five miles 
long b^ween Helmond and Eindhoven and use some 
new methods to it more pleasant for cyclists,” 


said Paul Kloet civil engineer at Helmond Municipal 
Council. 

One option die council is considering is the con- 
stmetion of a wind-assisted tunnel which blows 
i^'clisis along at speeds of 1^ to 50 kph. 

This is the brain-child of U.S. company. Bicycle 
Transportation Systems Inc. 

Keen to tn’ out its 'interstate highway transporta- 
tion corridor." the obvious place to start is the Nether- 
lands. says company presideni Milnor Senior. 

The tunnel known as the TransGlide 20(X), is 
around 7- 1 /2 metres wide and almost four metres tall 
at the highest point 

A dividing wall separ^ bicycle traffic moving in 
opposite directions, while fens -powered by electric 
motors propel cyclists through the tuimel. 

"Bicyclisbi wUl be able to ride 10 kilomettes inside 
the system for the same amount of enogy tiiey would 
use to ride one kilometre outsitte," says the firm on its 
Internet site. 

Emeigency stops and imptompm Utums but what 
happens if a ^clist decides to turn back? No piob- 
lenv says Senior. 

“We uilJ have exits. Our recommendation is char 
an exit be built at a minimum of (me exit and entrance 
point every mile. So if you need to turn around you 
ccKild take an exit, cross over to an entrance and get 
back into the system.” he told Reuters. 


And what about the cost? “Our strategy is to use 
margrialfi fioni where the system is constructed 
through local siqipliers. I can bufid it in die United 
States for around $8.0 millioD per mile, but tiiat cost 
would go down outside fee United States,” Soikx 
said. 

Price aside, both Helmond council and tiie Duteh 
cyclists unicxi welcome tiie idea. 

'“This tunnel idea is one of die scfiuticsis to help us 
do someiiiing abcut die nvaiher situatiOD hoe in the 
Netherlands. 

“O^ the rain is too hard or the wind Nows too 
fesi" Kloet said. 

The cycling unkxiENFB is quite keen — in certain 
areas. 

‘Tt would be useful when you have to cross hi|h- 
ways and rivers. Then it would be good to have die 
wi^ on your back," said spok^man Otto van 
Boggelen. 

“But the pleasure of effing is to experienoe nature, 
hear fee UnB and feel fee wind in your haiL The 
tunnel would lake aw^ some of die fik But by the 
saDK token ff your shortest route fiom the siibu^ to 
fee city 15 par^l ro a highway (hen diaf’s not iDUQh 
fim dfeer — that’s when a wind tuimel wfwiiH be 
ideal" he added 

Helmond Municapal Council is stiH studying the 
d^aOs of the idea, said Kloet 
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Israeli ban on labourers costing 
$2m a day — Paiestinians 


Industrial world must unite to spur growth — Clinton 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP.) — Palestinian officials 
jffotested Monday that a ban 
imposed last week on FUesdni- 
ans entering Israel from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip was 
costing $2 million per day in 
lost wages. 

Israel imposed the restric- 
tions Tliunsday to prevent 
threatened reprisal attacks foil- 
lowing the kUling Israeli 
forces of two senior members 
of the Islamic Reaslance 
Movement in the West Bank. 

'This closure is blackmail, 
we are losing $2 million a day," 
said Shaher Said, general secre- 
tary of the federation of Pales- 
tinian trade unions. 

Said noted that Israel had 
eased the clampdown Sunday 
to permit shipments of mer- 
chandise between Israel and the 
Palestinian territories, but said 
90 per cent of the goods traded 
were Israeli items sold to die 
Palestinians. 

"Israel is an occupation force 
and they are obli^ to find jobs 
for the^ workers," Said com- 
plained, adding that his group 
had asked international trade 
union bodies to pressure Israel 
to lift the sanctioa 

Israeli officials said the clo- 
sure prevented around 100,000 
Pale^irrian workers from 
reaching day jobs inside Israel. 

Another 21,000 Palestinian 
merchants who have permits to 
enter Israel for their business 


were also affected, said Shlomo 
Dior, spokesman for the coor- 
dinator of Israeli activities in 
the occupied territories. 

Some Israeli offidals said the 
closure would last through a 
string of Jewish holidays which 
b^jn with Rosh Hashana, the 
Jewish New Year, on Sunday 
and last until iiud-Oaober. 

But Dior said he believed it 
would ‘1)e only a matter of days 
before the workers can come 
back." 

He said Palestinian areas 
were quiet Monday following 
several days of violent protests 
over the killings Thur^y of 
Adel and Imad Awadallah, two 
brothers who were top figures 
in the Hamas military wirtg in 
the West Bank. 

The pair were shot by Israeli 
special forces who raided their 
hideout in a farmhouse near 
Hebron. 

'The streets look calm and 
we are pressing for an easing of 
the closure." Dror said 

Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials met late Sunday and 
agreed to lift the closure for 
merchandise trade as of Mon- 
day. said Selim Abu Safiyeh. a 
Palestiruan Authority official. 

Israel last imposed a full clo- 
sure on the territories in Sep- 
tember 1997 following a spate 
of suicide bombings in occu- 
pied Jerusalem. 

That clampdown lasted 24 
days and serious eco- 
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nomic difficulties in the lenito- 
ries. 

Israel has granted permits to 

60.000 Pale^inian labourers to 
wchIc in Israel although Dnar 
said another 40.000 were 
.believed to enter the countiy 
each day illegally to work. 

Earlier this year Israel issued 
special permits to around 

30.000 labourers who were 
given clearance to enter the 
countiy even during security 
closures in a bid to ease the 
economic burden of such sanc- 
tions. 

But Dror said even these 
workers were bdng denied 
entry because of fears miliiants 
could slip in among them to 
cany out attacks. 

Meanwhile. Palestinian offi- 
cials blasted Israel on Mond^, 
saying its punitive security pro- 
cedures h^ cost the Palestiruan 
economy deariy and driven it 
into recession. 

"Steps taken by Israel against 
the Palestinian economy have 
led to a recession for several 
months, an increase in unem- 
ploynient and a budget deficit 
in the {^estinian Authority," 
said Mohammad Sbtayyeh, 
director of the FUestinian 
Council for Devek^roent and 
Recoostructioa 

Revenue in the Palestinian 
Authority has covered only 46 
per cent of expenses this year, a 
shonlaU primarily by 

the closing off of Palestinian 
territories and restrictions on 
the free movement of goods 
and people between the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, be 
said. Palestiruan unemploy- 
ment has soared to between 20 
and 30 per cent, according to 
UJ4. estimates. 

Sbtayyeh's remarks came 
after a meeting with represen- 
tatives of donor nations that in 
1994 pledged moe than S2 bil- 
lion to help launch the fledg- 
ling Pilestinjan Authori^'s 
economy. 

He said iqiieseniatives were 
txiefed on the pending three- 
year Palestinian plan for eco- 
nomic and sodal develc^mem. 
which is due to be presented 
offidally at the end of the year. 

The World Bank, the Euro- 
pean Union, the United States, 
Japan and Norway reproached 
the Palestinian Authority in 
August over its inability to plan 
the spendng of the huriefaeds of 
millions of dollars it receives in 
aid each year. 

In a joint letter they said that 
Natnl Shaath, head of the 
Rilestinian Miiiisoy of Plan- 
ning, had no "clear idea of his 
needs" and stressed the Pales- 
tinian Authority needed to 
"pro^e its ability to handle 
major (foreign) investments." 

Shtayyeh said Monday that 
the I^estinians have asked 
donor couTttries \o give still 
more in the ne.xt few years but 
that “no decision has yet been 
made." 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
pFOsident Bill CUnton 
Monday appealed to the 
world’s richest countries to 
expand their economies in 
the face of what he called 
“the biggest financial chal- 
lenge ... in half a centuzy." 

He told the Council on 
Foreign Relarions here that 
with global inflation largely 
in check, “the balance ot 
risks has now shifted, with 
a full quarter of the worid’s 
population living in coun- 
tries with declining eco- 
nomic growth or negative 
economic grovkrth." 

“Therefore. I believe the 
industrial worid's chief p>ri- 
ority today plainly is to 
spur growth " 

With his presidency in 
peril, Clinton appeared to 
be trying to demonstrate 
that he remained capable of 
doing the country's busi- 
ness despite pressure in 
Congress to imp^ch him. 

While he outlined a six- 
point action programme, 
the president stee^ clear 
of strongly implying that 
the Federal R^erve. the 
U.S. central bank, should 
reduce short-term interest 
tates. 

Id later remarks to jour- 
nalists, Treasury Secretary 
Roben Rubin said Clisttm 
respected the independence 
of the Federal Reserve and 
would not ask its policy- 
making Open Market Com- 
mittee to ease credit 

Id his most concrete pro- 
posal. Clinton called for a 
meeting in Washington in 
the next 30 days of finance 
ministers and central bank 
governors from the Group 
of Seven nations and 
emerging economies to 
debate steps to shore up the 
tottering global financial 
system. 

That system has forely 
come under acute strain in 
much of Asia and Russia as 
currencies crumble, debts 
mount and investors flee. 

The Washington talks, to 
be chaired by Rubin and 
Federal Reserve Chainnan 
Alan Greenspan, would 


mark the first steps toward 
preparation of a report for 
world leaders on ways to 
salvage world financial 
structures, Clinton said. 

“In the foce of this chal- 
lenge, America can and 
must continue to act and to 
le^ to take the urgent 
steps needed today to calm 
tile financial crisis, restart 
the engine of growth in 
Asia and minimise the 
impact of financial turmoil 
cm other nations," he insist- 
ed. 

He reiterated a direct 
appeal to Japan to boost 
domestic demand, reform 
its troubled banking system 
and fiirther deregulate its 
economy. 

*Tt is difficult to see how 
any actions of the world 
community can be success- 
ful in restoring growth in 
Asia in the absence of the 
restoration of growth in 
Japan." Clinton told the 
couDc'U, a private research 
group. 

He warned that economic 
paralysis and pronounced 
income inequalities in Rus- 
sia “could have an impact 
on our cooperation (with 
Moscow) on nuclear disar- 
mament, on fighting terror- 
ism and the spread of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
don.’* 

ClinUMi pressed the new 
Russian l^dership to reaf- 
firm its commiDnent to 
democracy and fiee mar- 
kets and to take steps to 
restore investor confidence. 

“No nation, rich or poor, 
democratic or authoritarian, 
can escape the fundamental 
economic imperatives of 
the global market 
“No nation can escape its 
discipline. No nation can 
avoid its responsibility to 
do ks part." 

Closer to home, the presi- 
dent sought to turn up the 
heat on Congress, which 
has yet to give full approval 
to his request for an addi- 
tional S18 billion for the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

“Every day we don't act 


we undermine the confi- 
dence the world badly 
needs and that we are trying 
to restore. 

“Congress must simply 
assume its responsibi&ty 
for our leadership in the 
economy." 

Clinton's six-point 
approach to overcoming 
worldwide economic stag- 


nation comprised the fol- 
lowing: 

— U.S., Japanese, Euro- 
pean efforts to spur growth, 

— p-asing the debt burden 
on crippled Asian compa- 
nies. 

— doubling World Bank 
support for “social safety 
nets” in Asia, 

— use of $15 billion in 
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Israeli trade deficit widens 


TEL AVIV (Rj — Israel's 
August trade deficit 
widened to $889.0 miUion. 
its first year-on-year 
increase in 10 months as 
merchandise exports 
mariced their third monthly 
decline, the government has 
said. 

The Central Bureau of 
Statistics said the deficit 
had grown by about three 
per cent a month since May, 
after declining steadily over 
the previous seven months. 

Israel's uade defiat was 
nevertfaeiess down 20.8 per 
cent in the first ei^ 
months of the year com- 


pared with a year earlier at 
$4.33 billion. 

Israel's trade deficit has 
been shrinking since the 
economy went into a slow- 
down over two years ago. 
rethicing domestic demand. 
But exports, led by high- 
tech products. have 
remained buoyant. 

In August the deficit rose 
nearly 12 per cent from a 
year earlier as merchandise 
exports fell to $1.42 billion 
in the month from $1.50 
billion a year earlier and 
merehandise imports grew 
to $2.31 billion from $2.29 
billion. 
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THE Ddily Crossword Edited by wayw Roben wwiams Posnuts 


ACROSS 
1 Deadly 
6 Equal scores 

10 Ski lift 

14 isolated 

15 Westernmost of 
the Aleutians 

16 Govern 

17 Montreal 
maiden? 

19 Pressing device 

20 Math subj. 

21 Sea skate 

22 Abounded 

24 Authentic 

26 wood for 
mod^s 

27 Havana 
dancer? 

31 Hoover or 
Orovllie, e.g. 

34 Moiecula 
butiding blocks 

35 Alternative to. 
etc. 

36 Poem of piaise 

37 Little pieces 

38 Fortunate ones 

40 Concludes 

41 KaGne and 
Jolson 

42 Soccer great 

43 Skin maladies 

44 Afejndor or 
Ayres 

45 Cork property- 
owner? 

46 ISttxentury 
Central 
American 

50 Devotion 

51 Northernmost 
state capital 

53 Orch. section 

54 Suspended 
consciousness 

58 Uterary 
snippete 

59 Colon widow? 

62 Money factory 

63 Redolence 

64 Artemis to 
Romans 

65 Tarry 

66 Arre^ 

67 Brilliance 
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i'M 60IN6 INTO THE KITCHEN 


TO HAVE BREAKFAST.. f'LL 

onlv be in there for amvbe 

FIFTEEN MINUTES... 


; UIHIUE IM SONE, PLEASE 
I DON'T START M0VIN6 YOUR 
THINS5 INTO MV ROOM.. 


I LL PUT THESE 
SWEATERS sack.. 





By Reger Jurgovan 
Potomac, MD 


DOWN 

1 ActuaTity 

2 Winglike 


3 Nobel-winner 
Morrison 

4 Wbrd game 

5 Held first place 

6 Mexican menu 
item 

7 Teensy 

8 Season in 
Burgundy 

9 Seediess, 
yeiiow raisins 

10 Makes an effort 

1 1 Rangoon pop 
star? 

12 Lotion 
Ingredient 
often 

13 Tear 

16 Asian sea 

23 [sraen carrier 

25 Golfer Ernie 

26 Chomp 

27 Conspiracy 
group 

26 Of service 

29 Gaborone 
grandma? 

30 Carouse 

32 Tacked on 

33 Unb'dy 


OBOa QBCIBB 
□□□a EiaBB BCIQCIB 
□BDDDBBaCI I3QBDD 
BCZm □□□□□□ BDQC] 

□□□B BQDBC] DBE] 
BQBQDB BBBD lillilQ 
BDBBnDBBBDQDDBB 
□BD BaBD BBCIBBB 
BBB BaaBB DBBB 
BBDBB □□BB 
□BBB BI3BDOD BBB 
BBDBD BDDDBBQBB 
□BBDB BDDD BBCIB 
□BOBO BBBB DGIBCl 




Unseiamble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
bur ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
teHenil Arnold and MPcoArghlM 




IMF emergeacy funds to 
prevent the crisis ftoni 
spreading to Latin America, 

— increased activity by 
the U.S. Export-Iniport 
Bank to support projects in 
developing countries, • 

— congressional ^proval 
for the additional $18 bil- 
lion for the IMF. 



A£iricv*^“ 
lending h: 


the 


BILLE 


s*~wt. iM. 


iMutt’n’Jeff 


J 

CYRUR 1 








Magnifico— ^ 


INGLEM 



(OHM Titom MMk SwviGMk M 
MiignnHM 


38 Immediately 
after this 

39 Baldwin brother 

40 From various 
sources 

42 Pocket bread 

43 PL of spee^ 

46 Temple tables 

47 Standard 


49 Piquant 

51 Tight spots 

52 One condo 

53 Social climber 

55 By mouth 

56 '..^Lisa* 

57 Art school SUbl- 

60 Oklahoma town 

61 Ruit drink 



ONE OP THOSE 
BRICKS Hrr ME 
^ oN-me > 
A HEAO» 


'■i 




I tea ^ MM t B BeMBOrt 

^ WfMMMSCPVCC.0^ I 



C02ADI 


the OROyVP 
THOUGHT THE i 
JDRgAPOR'5 per- 
formance ; 


Now arrange the dided letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


iwiwrrw} 

VasterdayS 1 WEEL HANDY GUNNER HOTBEO 

was paid the collector 
considered n this — a *OONE" OUN 


:r:i’ *• 


■. j 




.tSw • • 
..•-.■>1 - * 




iVn .fl 


Si'll ,r. 


.’’1^ 

JL” 


HORO 


FOR n. V. 
j fi-.L .= . • T' 


j:: 

air. 



. •JUj'S , 'l 

!*4} 

.'•■fllOUT irujj'Wi 
Is-. 


.■••IIOUtirHjJ • . ... 

►■an,’ 








■2r 'i'!' nl-. . ■ C! 


m 


*T4Ijr; ... n,,, 


At.-.K*- 

o. 
mil. -i 


' - ' in 

Lihc 
hr* ^ 


'"-'ri ii-,.;. 




^ ;.ne rrc 

’-erric 


'■4im^ other -sr • 


-r' 

K" 

Dill -.r,- tc 

























^ber -jg 



at 

“*“PPon'^M'“N 

“P“>Scounwer'''« 

-ongressiona] ann*. 

forihelMp^ ' * •'il- 



cies 


GBP 


kS] 

1.16906 


tm 

1.16242 

0.38235 

362152 


4.62321 

433404 

1.58253 

3.7:579 

3S32J2 

1.1811 

17797 

irntll 

or Fixina 

-3- 

•6- 

-1. 


Months 

Ysir 

S.S000 

5 4053 

SJSDO 

7.4375 

7.3125 

7.129 

0.4297 

0.4766 

0.4805 

3.4S8S 

3.5313 

38311 

1.SSOS 

V560: 

1.7305 

3.5313 

3.6391 

ism 

8.0460 

4.5130 



High 

Low 

PrCh 

7967.23 

7796<5S 

77911 

1031.11 

1C09.06 

10098 

5239.9 

$122 

SHU 

14329.9 

13844.3 

13917 

3726.01 

3633.91 

357834 

4916.43 

4834.12 

473711 

Iross R 

ates __ 

anev 

Suy 

StI 

ollar 

0.708 

0.7t0 

arfling 

1.1855 

1.19K 

4ark 

0.4169 

0.419 

'ranc 

0 5067 

0.5092 

ranc 

0.1244 

0.125 

Yen 

0.S3S2 

03109 

uilder 

Jia 

0.3SS7 

0.3715 

0.4221 

0.414^ 

91 oenm 



By Giasbef^ 


^^snqjioj 

OW0 

NO*^ 

ONuYV®®n 



get..:butd°f 
receive faxf 
)om tissue. 


mT scrambled 



r>^0% 

rnC?u;*.5Pf,- 
TC'S'fe 



K,j,3rran,= , 

gggroasy - 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


AQncultural Credit Corporation envisages 
lending to rise by JDISnf) over five years 


THE AGRICULTURAL Credit 
Corporation (ACC) has extended 
about JD16.8 mdlion in loans to 6,707 
fanners last year, the coiporadon said 
in its 1997 annual report The loans, 
extended by the ACC’s twenty branch- 
es qnead in the various govemorates, 
f inan ced the establishment or recla- 
mation of 6,174 agricultural projects. 

In an introductoty address, ACC 
IDirector General Nimer Nabulsi said 
the corporation seeks to expand geo- 
graphically in order to simplify its 
Snancing services to all fanners and to 
explore development possibilities. 

j^abulsi indicated that the outstand- 
ing balance of credits stood at JD87 
ninli on at the end of 1997. The corpo- 
ration’s total assets amounted to 
JDS^.l million at the end of last year 
compared to JD92.7 million at the end 
of IW. The ACC expects the (1998- 
2002) five-year lending plan to total 
around JD105 million. Financing is 
forecast to be XD17 million in 1998 
and JD18 million in 1999. Starring riie 
year 2000 and further on the lending is 
expected to be JD21 million. JD23 
tniiii on in 2001 and JD26 million , in 
the year 2002. 

Collection of debt during the five- 
year period is estimated at JD12S mil- 
UOD spread over 1998, 1999 and 
beyond as follows: JD21 million, 
JD23 million, JD25 million (year 
2000), JD27 million (2001) and JD29 
miilion in the year 2C^. 

Meanwhile, the corporation has pre- 
pared a draft law in Une with the gov- 
emmrat plan to transform the ACC 
into an agricultural bank. The draft 


law is currently being reviewed at 
higher levels before a suitable deci- 
sion is taken by the Council of 
Ministers. Furthermore, the govern- 
ment has approved in principle giving 
the corporation administrative inde- 
pendence to enable it operate with let- 
ter efficiency and flexibility. The ACC 
already enjoys full financial indepen- 
dence. 

According to the annual report, the 
restructuring of the corporation will 
include increasing the capital to JD50 
million and developing the bases of 
agricultural lending. Most importantly 
amendments will be related to decen- 
tralisation in extending loans and del- 
egation of authority. 

Another restructuring step will be in 
reconsidering the interest rate struc- 
ture as the ACC’s real interest rate 
structure at present is negative. ‘Tt 
would be difficult to bring in sudden 
core changes on interest rates but that 
cw be done gradually in accordance 
with a specific timetable,” the report 
said stressing that the situation of 
small farmers and the general situa- 
tion of the farming sector will be taken 
into consideration. 

Nevertheless, the ACC attributed 
higher income from interest rates for 
an increase in total earnings which 
amounted to 105,356,945 in 1997. By 
taking into account JD3,195,701 in 
total expenditures, the corporation 
ended last year with a net income of 
102,161,244 (A1 Aswaq). 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1998 


By Linda. C Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 




ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You’re often considered 
self-cenued. and you can’t see how anyone could think 
BoL In your mind, you're doing eveiy^g for others. 
You’d your life for others on a moznem’s notice. 
Today, it’s more likely all that's r^uired is a kind ges- 
ture. Be watching for thei^t^poinjiuty^ it. 

TAURUS: (AprU 20 to May 20) Concentrate on your 
studies during the day. You're like a sponge, gaib^g Up 
inforinarion and retauung it well. Focus on leanung how 
to do something that will benefit somebody you love. 
This likely cake place in a domestic setting, and the 
odier person be absolutely tickled. If you make chat 
your goal you can’t fail. 

GEhONI: (May 21 to June 21) You should be feeling 
confident today. You're intelligent and often figure things 
out more quickly than others. But sometimes you're a Hi- 
de shy and might write down what you know rather ±an 
say it out IcHid. Well, today you won't have that problem. 
Speak up and let eveiybody know what you think. 
C^C^: (June 22 to July 21) To the idea of getting rid 
of stuff at a profit is a prevailing theme today. If you're 
in business, hang out ^ red-tag sp^ials. Mark every- 
thing down 5 per cent and people will think they're get- 
ting the deal of the country. Use the money to benefit 
those close to you, and everybody wins. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) The moon's finally in your 
sign. It’s about time. You’ve had enough of doing what 
odier people want Now you’ll make them bend to your 
win, ri^? Wrong. The sun’s still in Viigo, the sign of 
service. For you, it also indicates money coming in. 
You’U get it by providing something other people need. 
Do that today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’ve been 
pressured to take care of old business for the last few 
weeks. You thought you were done, but there are still a 
couple items left on those lists. One of them is a real 
tbcBn in your side. It's going to get worse before it gets 
better, so you’d better give it the attention it demands. 
LIBRA: (Sqnember 23 to October 22) The last couple 
of days have been sort of rough, but now widi the moon 
going into Leo, you'll find an opportunity to play with 
Mends and relieve some of the pressure you’ve been 
im&r. This playing idea may not fit into your re^ar 
wotk schedule, but it's important. So make time for it 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Loote like a 
confeontation with an authority figure is brewing. You 
haven’t gotten into tbe battle yet, but you’re thinking 
about it Why don’t you avoid it altogether? Rgure out 
what thi^ person wants and what you’re willing to pro- 
vide. If you w or k out a deal Mat's good for everyone, 
you’ll be ready when the moment occurs. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Continue yesterday’s projects. Make lists of your assets 
and figure out how much you're worth by subtracting lia- 
bilities. That’s going to be useful information. You’ll 
either have a new self-confidence or a bit of nervousness 
as you realise exactly where you stand financially. One 
way or the other, promise yourself a treat tonight. 
CATOCORN: (December 22 to January 20) A pei^son 
with mcniey be a big help right now. Consult this 
ativisti*' on how to get what you need for your home. 
Rrst, figme out what’s required then take your proposal 
to the people who can provide tbe funding. These could 
be relatives, friends or, preferably, an actual lending 

institution. 

AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 21 to Febru^ 19} The woik is 
intense today, but you handle it if you stay ca l i ^ 
Don’t take your anxieties out on your sweetheaiL You d 
just make mattos wwse. He or she is in a feisty 
anyway. Better to get that other person’s energy working 
for you rathex than a gainst you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This day ^ould be 
fun; so savour it Your workload will be increasing soon, 
so right now how about a little R and R? Do something 
yon and your sweetheart enjoy. If you don't have one, do 
^^^niething you enjoy all by yourself. This is not wasiw 
You’re pr^iared emotionally and physically 
for the ordeal ahead. 

^Iffiistone iff S^tonber: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli^ 
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Airports earn almost half of revenues 
from non-aeronautical business 


GENEVA (AFP) — 
Airports globally earn 
almost haTf of their rev- 
enues from unrelated 
activities such as park- 
ing and hotels, the 
Airports Council 

International (ACl) has 
said. 

Tlie information was 
culled from a survey 
amoi^ almost one third 
of ACI’s 1250 member 


airports and accounts 
for some 70 per cent of 
the global passenger 
traffic bandlea in 1996. 

Tlie breakdown for 
aeronaurical and non- 
^ronauiical revenues 
for North American, 
European and Asian air- 
pom is similar, the ACI 
said. 

Airports in these 
regions earn around S6 


per cent of their rev- 
enue from activities 
such as landing, aircraft 
parking, lighting and 
airbri(§e charges and 
46 per cent from out- 
side businesses includ- 
ing also retail conces- 
sions and rental cars. 

Major variations are 
found in the Pacific and 
LatinAmerica/Caribbean 
regions, where non- 


aeronautical services 
account for 51 and 57 
of all revenues, the ACI 
said. 

European airports 
have the highest rev- 
enue per passenger, 
averaging $18.15. while 
in Nortn America the 
corresponding figure is 
just $0.61. 

“This reflects higher 
per passenger expendi- 


tures on retail goods 
(including duty free) 
and higher airport 

charges,” it added. 

The ACI consists of 
510 international air- 
ports and airport 
authorites at 1,250 air- 
ports in more than 160 
countries. 


U.S. workers long for good old days 



HOUSTON (R) — U.S. 
workers long for the good 
old days when they went 
to woik for one company 
and stayed with it, 
according to a poll 
released by Shell Oil Co. 

The first-ever “Shell 
Poll" found that the new 
era when employees 
change jobs more often 


and companies are con- 
stantly trimming their 
workforce had created 
greater insecurity among 
woikers. 

Seventy-two per cent of 
the 1,123 randomly 
selected adults said they 
preferred **ihe security of 
staying with one employ- 
er for a long time and 


moving up the ladder,’’ 
accordiing to the poll, 
which was conducted for 
Shell by Peter D. Han 
Research Associates. 

Only 25 per cent said 
companies are “very to 
fairly loyal” to employ- 
ees. 

Aside from security, 
workers’ biggest beef is 


with their pay. When 
asked to name their top 
dissatisfaction on the job, 
36 per cent cited meagre 
salaries, followed by 23 
per cent who complained 
about advancement 
o^ortunities. 

On the other hand, 66 
per cent of those polled 
said they would continue 


working even if they won 
the lottery. 

The survey consisted of 
telephone interviews con- 
ducted July 17-20 by the 
Hart research firm. It had 
a maigin of error of plus- 
or-minus three per cent. 
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REAL ESTATE INFORMATION CENTRE 
Apartments For Rent 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
Tel.: 5539016 (9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.). 
Mobile: 079/64736 


Only JD 250 Furnished Apartment for Rent 


Two Bedrooms, Sitting room W/Balcony, Dining 
room, Central heating, Parking & Telephone 
Sweifieh - near Uwan Hotel 

Call Tel. 5819752 



C^oitti^ue 


(Thristian Dior-Jean Louis Scherrer 
Montana' Vnienne Westwood 
Herve Leger-Paris 

CItibanK BuilcRng • Abdoun • Amman 
Tel. -^1962] [6] 5934451 Fax *\9eS\ [6] 5926013 
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OMANXIBD 

MARKET SEARS 

PRICE 

LIST FOR 

MONDAY 

14/09/1996 




i'AST IS 

HOHTHS 

CQMRAm>S RAKE 

P / B 


DZV. 

NO. 

NO. OP 

VM.OB 

OPEN 




LOW 






OF 

SNARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 

PRICE 










TRANS. 


JD 





l&S.SOO 170.000 

ARAB BANK 


18.2 


.90 

24 

1010 

225680 224.75 

223.00 

1.75- 



1.620 

JOR. NATIONAL BX. 

13.4 


4.24 

3 

3907 

6446 

1.65 

1.65 



3.SOO 

1.030 

SAME or JORDAN 

B 


0.00 

3 

650 

6S7 

1.06 

l.OS 



1.300 

.670 

HID. BAST XNV.8K. 

62.4 


0.00 

2 

2200 

2130 

.96 

.95 

.01- 


4.510 

2.610 

THE H0USIM6 BE. 

19.1 


3.32 

13 

3966 

12036 

3.03 

3.01 

.02- 


3.010 

1.690 

JOR.ISLAMIC BANK 

17.6 


0.00 

6 

1473 

2557 

1.74 

•1.74 



1.360 

.930 

UNION BR.SAV.INV. 

P 


0.00 

1 

200 

200 

.97 

1.00 

.03* 

• 

.950 

.750 

BEIT.Al-MAL INEITRA) 

3.6 


0.00 

1 

100 

77 

.75 

.77 

.02+ 


.920 

.600 

P8XLADB..XNV.BX. 

P 


0.00 

36 

134411 

96355 

.72 

.72 



HANK SECTOA TOTALS XnBKi 293 

02 XCBO: 

-0. 

67 

67 

147916 

346367 





2.650 

1.740 

JOR FREMCN XHSOR. 

7.5 


9.29 

1 

260 

673 

2.70 

2.69 

.01- 


2. ISO 

1.060 

HOLT IJUO ZNSDR. 

6.2 


0.00 

2 

4016 

4417 

1.10 

1.10 

- 


IMStmANCS SCCTOa 

TOTAX3 INDEX: 127.42 XCHBl 

-0.05 

3 

4266 

5069 





2.240 

1.470 

JM. ELECTRIC MR. 

9.6 


5.57 

16 

10550 

15652 

1.46 

1.46 



1.480 

.740 

NATL. PORTTOLIO 

31.5 


0.00 

7 

llOSO 

6729 

>79 

.79 

• 


1.130 

.560 

REAL ESTATE XNV. 

14.5 


0.00 

L 

1650 

1221 

.73 

.74 

.01+ 


.590 

.280 

JORDAN XHTL.TRAD. 

e 


0.00 

1 

ISO 

45 

.29 

.30 

.01+ 


1.450 

1.060 

HID. BAST MOTELS 

p 


0.00 

1 

500 

545 

1.10 

1.09 

.01- 


4.600 

1.660 

ARAB IHTL.INV 

BDOe. 

9.6 


2.06 

1 

500 

970 

1.96 

1.94 

.02- 


3.050 

.890 

XAJUCA BDUCRTION 

20.5 


0.00 

2 

1000 

890 

.69 

.89 



1.530 

1.060 

DMXF2BD CO. 


5.2 


9.32 

9 

2200 

2606 

1.19 

1.16 

.01- 


sunnes 

StCTDR TOTALS ZHpRKi 108.51 KCSISi 

>0. 

26 

41 

27541 

30863 





2.900 

1.640 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

11.4 


5.70 

3 

1167 

2310 

1.96 

1.93 

.03- 


4.110 

1.600 

JOR.FHOSPBATE 

fXNKS 

16.9 


0.00 

1 

300 

460 

1.60 

1.60 

■ 


11.2S0 

lO.OSO 

JOR. PETROL. R] 

rXHARX 

10.3 


5.39 

6 

3130 

33054 

10.56 

10. 6D 

.04+ 


7.350 

5.650 

JOR.UORSTED H: 

r-T y 

7.5 


3.51 

6 

693 

3652 

5.65 

5.70 

.05+ 

H 

5.740 

2.400 

ARAB PRARH. HI 

IP. 

7.4 


2.78 

27 

9307 

25066 

2.69 

2.70 

.01+ 

H 

6.590 

I.IDO 

JOR.CBRANXC I( 

B. 

5.0 


5.62 

3 

1124 

1301 

1.15 

1.16 

.01+ 


1.440 

1.020 

JQR.PXPES HAN 

CT, 

9.1 


9.09 

5 

1600 

1760 

1.11 

1.10 

.01- 


2.250 

1.3T0 

GEKERAI. HZNIH 


T 


4.22 

1 

100 

165 

1.73 

1.66 

.07- 


5.540 

6.350 

ARAB CHEH. DT 

BON. 

7.7 


7.19 

2 

56 

402 

6.95 

6.95 

■ 


4.350 

4.700 

DAR AZJIAHA DV 

ZBV. 

6.6 


6.24 

1 

400 

3244 

5.63 

5.61 

.02- 


.570 

.390 

UVESTOeX 6 P 

DLTRT 

13.9 


0.00 

10 

12350 

5023 

.42 

.41 

.01- 

n 

3.720 

1.660 

OEBBRAZ. ZRVSS 

KBIT 

15.0 


3.03 

1 

10000 

33000 

3.20 

3.30 

.10+ 


1.4330 

.670 

ARAB PAPER CO 

IV.TND. 

24.4 


0.00 

1 

250 - 

200 

.60 

.60 

— 


.590 

.300 

IRTDMBD - PETS 

3.CBXN. 

g 


0.00 

49 

T9600 

27165 

.35 

.34 

.01- 


1.760 

.760 

imxv.cHEM.niD 

1. 

9.2 


8.69 

7 

950 

848 

.66 

.90 

.04+ 

* 

4.050 

2.570 

AIADDIN CO. 


20.5 


3.26 

1 

100 

244 

2.57 

2.44 

.13- 

»: 

2.300 

.700 

HATL.CABLB HI 

tS.NTAC 

34.7 


0.00 

3 

1450 

1073 

.74 

.74 

- 


.730 

.360 

JOR. SOLFHO-C 

BN 

9.2 


0.00 

36 

42650 

18651 

.43 

.43 

• 


1.470 

1.150 

ARAB PBARK.Oi 

3C. 

14.0 


4.72 

2 

300 

361 

1.26 

1.27 

.01+ 


.700 

.390 

KANTHER INVBS 

r. 

9 


0.00 

3 

2000 

940 

.46 

.47 

.01- 

• • 

1.350 

.530 

ONXV. HDDN.IM 

5. 

11.5 


8.33 

27 

24000 

17260 

.69 

.72 

.03+ 


.930 

.500 

JOR.INDS.RESO 

RCSS 

9 


0.00 

7 

3300 

1749 

.53 

.53 

- 


1.060 

.600 

JOR. NEW CABL 

CO. 

9.3 


15.15 

21 

20200 

13372 

.67 

.66 

.01- 

•• 

1.330 

.910 

Xim.. TOBACCO 


6.9 


5.95 

20 

3350 

3212 

.93 

.98 

.05+ 

s 

1.220 

.860 

ONION CH. 6 V 

O. 

11.3 


0.00 

1 

100 

102 

1.02 

1.02 

- 


.690 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 


9.6 


6.14 

B 

50450 

43667 

.66 

.66 

.02- 


.710 

.560 

NAT.ALinUNIDH. 

34.7 


D.OD 

69 

45399 

32261 

.71 

.70 

.01- 


.470 

.530 

NZD.EA5T COMPLEX 

10.3 


0.00 

7 

1450 

631 

.57 

.57 

“ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOEALS INDSXt BO 

.12 ICRS: 

-0 

11 

328 

315696 

270674 




':MU«D total 

INDEX: 176.46 ICHC: 

-0 

51 

459 

495721 

653013 







PARALLEL 

HARXET SHARE 

PRICE 

LIST FOR NONDAT 

14/09/1996 




tH 

1.050 

.660 

EXTORT 6 FXR.BNK.T5X 

16.1 


0.00 

6 

7700 

4794 

.88 

.67 

.01- 


.490 

.270 

CENTRAL CBN. STORAGE 

9 


0.00 

1 

100 

35 

.37 

.35 

.02- 


.600 

.500 

ONION XNV. 


9 


0.00 

27 

41750 

22616 

.54 

.55 

.01+ 


.620 

.340 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 



0.00 

6 

1D500 

2730 

.26 

.26 

— 

H 

1.050 

1.050 

imi.ARAB INVESTORS 

E 


0.00 

8 

9600 

9730 

1.05 

1.00 

.05- 


.240 

.090 

JOR. ZtIDS.HATCH-JBNCO 

9 


D.DO 

5 

9500 

1140 

.11 

.12 

.01+ 


.600 

.270 

ANAS FOOD 5 MED. 

0 


0.00 

4 

1300 

427 

.31 

.33 

.02+ 


.430 

.230 

ARAB IR7L.ZNV.TND. 

26.6 


0.00 

11 

19000 

4748 

.24 

.25 

.01+ 


.560 

.260 

NATL . HOLT . EMC . RAM! CO 

9 


0.00 

16 

20750 

6175 

.29 

.30 

.01+ 


.450 

.310 

NATZAR DIBS 6 

HDULDS 



O.DO 

1 

250 

90 

.36 

.36 

.02- 


.500 

.350 

ARAB ELECT. ZEDS. 

9 


0.00 

4 

36000 

12600 

.35 

.35 

- 

1 

1.970 

1.150 

UNION TOSACCO 

67. 5t 

12.9 


6.16 

10 

14650 

27713 

1.97 

2.03 

.06+- 


.720 

.570 

RAZI PRARH. 


B 


0.00 

6 

1300 

839 

.63 

.65 

.02+ 


.340 

.190 

XHD5. END. 













Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ORDAN Marketplace 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. occ^ion. 


Amra Forum Hotal. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 



FURNISHED 

OR 

UNFURNISHED 

2 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 
Location: 4th Circle 

2 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605, 5920609 


ART 

CENTER 


LEARN 

DRAWING 

CERAMICS 

SCULPTURE 


CALL NOW 
5529610 





OaaBty St¥lc«d Sidt— 

»One6Two Bedro o ms *FuBy 
Equipped KitcheneHes *DaBy & 
Long Stay. ^Reasonable Rates 


5th Code 

TeL; 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail ; gyUlO pp.coiB.Jo 





aLourglw 
* 

Am 

/SOx^jemk 

Shmeissnl - Oppodte 
Grindlays Bmk. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweiflehTel: 822891 



Coficer 

VBtSMX 


ViattUsAt 

y>ww.vlpafab.comhripglft 


jShaban Infl Group -Abdounj 
Near American Embassy 
iTel : 5933084 -Fax : 59330851 


FOR 
I RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 

Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 
A. Hajarat Complex 
iM. 5864230 .5865167i 
079/37588 



Moble : 



leabntodraw 
A iro PAINT 

Wifli P^esskRtai Artist 
jgihabim E3 * Shalabi 


<. ;iil / Ihc (1 |ht;i1'H- : 5529*199 

p;it>cr : 18206 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 
Lodging Hates 

*^4«**#*****4*«* 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JDS 
_ + T ax + S er vice 

: T^03/^434M 
• mVdaiM4^'- 7^ 


freiidi^Cmsm 




At 6th Circle 

Tel.; 5510001 


L’olfxner Restaurant 

* 

Abdoun 5929564 


Meetings and Conferences 

Your success is our success 
Call our dedicated Conference Organizer . 




24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIRCONOmONING- - 
MOBILETELEPHONES- 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytwe 
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U.S. Ooen 


Rafter wins second straight U.S. Open titie 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
The narae on the outside 
says Arthur Ashe 

Stadium. It really 

belongs to Patrick Rafter. 


and two U.S. Open titles. 

liie second came at the 
expense Sunday of fel- 
low Australian Mark 
Philippoussis. 


“Now I can look at peo- 
ple and think I have done 
It again." 

He did it with almost 
perfect serve-and-voUey 



Number three seeded Fataick of Aufltndu holds the facpphy after his victoty.cfver 

compaMot Mark Philippoussis at tfae U.S. Ope^ fisuflSunday in Flushing Meadows, 
New Ybck.R!^4n Won 6^3, photo) ' ' jns- 


Since the stadium *'Now 1 feel year last tennis, making only five 

opened a year ago. Rafter wasn’t such a Huke," unforced errors and fin- 

hasn't lost at the National Rafter said after his 6-3, ishing with a flourish. 

Tennis Center, winning 3-6, 6-2, 6-0 victory in 2 capturing the final 10 

14 consecutive matches hours. 6 minutes. games. 


While Rafter was win- 
ning the second Grand 
Slam singles tide of his 
career, it was the &st 
time Philippoussis had 
reached the dnal of. any 
of the game's four 
majors. 

“Tlus is just the start 
for everything," 

Philippoussis said, "just 
the start for me." 

Lindsay Davenport, 
also malung her first title 
match appearance, won 
the women’s * single 
Saturday, beadng defend- 
ine champion Martina 
Hf^is 6-3. 7-5. 

**lne sight at the end of 
the tunnel of winning the 
Grand Slam was what 
kept me going," said 
Davenport, the first 
American-born woman 
to win the U.S. Open 
since Chris Even in 
1982. 

Rafter, who bad to rally 
from a two-set deficit in 
the first round, pocketed 
dlrs 700,000 and moved 
up to No. 2 in the world 
rankings — just behind 
Sampras, whom he 
defeated Saturday in the 
semifinals. 

Davenport also won 
dlrs 700,000 — the U.S. 
Open is the only Grand 
Slam tournament that 
pays equal prize money 
— and moved to No. 2 in 
the world rankings ‘ 
behind Hingis. 

Both Rafter and 
Davenport dominated the 
hardcourt circuit this 
summer, each winning 
t^e tournaments before 
coming to Flushing 
Meadows. 

With Rafter and 
Philippoussis almost 
matcmng point for point 
through the first 2 sets. 
Rafter began his winning 
run in the fifth game of 
the third set after blow-* 
ing a 40-0 lead, . . . 

. —PhUippoussis' 

pulled to deuce, Rafter 
slammed his racket to the 
ground in disgust. On the 
oe.xt point Philippoussis 
found an opening down 
the line, but instead 
slammed a forehand into 


the net When 
Philippoussis netted a 
backhand service return 
on the next point. Rafter 
had held. 

The missed opportunity 
might have been on 
Philippoussis* mind in 
the next game when he 
dropped serve for only 
the second time in the 
match. 

It was a long game — 
10 points — as games on 
this day went — but it 
included one of the best 
exchanges of the match. 

Out of posidon. Rafter 
hit a backhand lob, a shot 
that had worked for him 
the entire day. This time. 
Philippoussis backpedaled 
and bit a smash. 

Rafter, though, was 
able to get it back, and 
Philippoussis responded 
with a forehand cross- 
court. Again Rafter got 
them. 

With both at the net, 
they traded forehand vol- 
leys before Philippoussis 
netted the ball. 

That gave Rafter the ad, 
and he closed out the 
break when Philippoussis 
f^led to get a half-voUey 
over the net. 

Philippoussis didn't 
win another game. 

"After the 2-all game. 1 
think I just showed a bit 
of emotion there, I was a 
bit frustrated." Rafter 
said. "1 just loosened up, 
and from there I just 
gained more and more 
confidence.’* 

One of the biggest 
servers in tennis, 
Philippoussis powered 
his way to the final. But 
the power was no match 
for the speed of Rafter, 
who has woo all three of 
their career matches. The 
second set was the first 
Rafter ever lost in their 
rivalry. 

“You’ve got to hand it 
to *' Pat, five unforced 
errors for the match," 
Philippoussis said. “At 
the moment, he’s playing 
like the best player in the 
world." 

Touted as one of 
America’s finest young 
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Mark Philippoussis of Australia wipes Mb forehead during his match against number 
three seed^ Patrick Rafter of Anstralia in the U.S. Open final Simd^ in Flushing 
Meadows, New York. Philippoussis Lost 3-6, 6-3, 2-6, 0^ CAFF photo) 


pliers after winning the 
U.S. Open junior cEam- 


piooshlp in 1992. 
Davenport bad never 
before reached a Grand 
Slam tournament singles 
final, although she did 


capture the gold medal at 
the Atlanta Olympics. 

Then came a dream 
summer that ended with 
the U.S. Open crown. 
title she’s mways craved. 

"You’d hear, 'Oh, she'll 


never win."’ Davenport 
said. 

“How can you tell the 
future? ru just mv 
best and one day it wiU 
happen." At the Open, it 
finally did. 
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happen." At the Open, it 
finally did. 


Summer’s hottest players sizzle at U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (R) — It was 
an open and shut case at the 
last Grand Slam of the year 
as the summer's hottest 
players made their biggest 
splash of the season at the 
U.S. Open. 

Patrick Rafter and 
Lindsay Davenport, both 
near-invincible in the hard- 
court season, were crowned 
king and queen of the fort- 
night at the sprawling ode- 
to-concrete grounds of the 
National Tennis Centre. 

The tennis was not nearly 
so tumultuous as events of 
the day that bit one after 
another through the cham- 
pionships, starting with the 
horrific tragedy of the 
Swissair crash, swinging 
over to the euphoria sur- 
rounding baseball slugger 
Mark McGw ire's home run 
exploits and on to the lurid 
details of some of President 
Bill Clinton's clinches. 

Form ruled on the tennis 
courts, yet produced con- 
trasting plot lines within the 
men's and women's draws. 

While Rafter reinforced 
his champion’s status by 
winning a second Open title 
in a row, Davenport broke 
through for her first Grand 
Slam title in a refreshing 
testament to hard work and 
determination. 

With the women's game 
gaining notice for the 


attractiveness of young 
stars such as Anna 
Kounukova, the awesome 
athleticism of an emerging 
Venus Williams and the 
precision genius of a 
Martina Hingis. Davenport 
engineered a personal 
makeover this year and 
trumped them all. 

The towering Californian 
shed her ugly duckling 
image by losing 30 pounds 
(13.6 kg), becoming fitter, 
more mobile and hungrier 
to succeed. The "new" 
Davenport soared to victo- 
ry. beating Williams and 
Hingis in £e process. 

"1 feel tike I’ve dwe it on 
my own. Idnd of almost 
through the back door in the 
beginning. I just kind of 
played." said Davenport, 
22, poindng out she was 
never touted as a prodigy as 
some of her rivals have 
been. 

"You know, no one ever 
picked me to do well. I just 
kind of improved, was able 
to do it out of the spotlight, 
was able to kind of grow up 
on my own pace, do every- 
thing that I wanted to do 
before I really set my eyes 
on tennis." 

The . power-hitting 
Davenport revved she had 
considered changing her 
look, like Williams, who 
had seven different tight-fit- 


ting outfits, one for each 
possible match she might 
have at the Open. 
Davenport denied the 1997 
Open runner-up a berth in 
the final — and the chance 
to wear her last dress. 

"I have one outfit, but a 
lot of them." admitted 
Davenport, still an impos- 
ing figure at 6-foot-2 1/2 
(1.89 ra). "1 was supposed 
to wear some new colours 
here, but my size didn't 
come in. Nike didn't give 
me the extra larges. 'They 
only gave me large, so I 
would have had some new 
outfits here." 

Rafter brought his old 
serve-and-volleying self 
back to Arthur Ashe 
Stadium, which opened last 
year and has known only 
one champion — the dash- 
ing Australian, who has 
now won 14 straight Open 
matches. 

The 25-year-old Rafter 
exploded into promineace 
last year with his Open tri- 
umph. This year, promising 
Mark Philippoussis. 21. 
was staging his own coming 
out party as he rode a 
booming serve to his first 
Chand Slam final in an all- 
Australian title match that 
made many think back to 
the glory days of Laver, 
Newcombe. Emerson and 
Rocbe. 


"It will give teruiis a huge 
shot in the arm in Australia, 
no question about that," 
said Australian Z^vis Cup 
coach Tony Rocbe after the 
final. "We have a great tra- 
dition in Australia in tennis. 
It is just fabulous to see that 
situation again." 

''Instead of having one 
guy. Rafter, we got the twin 
towers." said Pmil 
McNamee. who won three 
Grand Slam doubles crowns 
with fellow-Australian 
Peter McNamara. 

But what might have been 
on Aussie love-athon. 
turned a touch sour as 
Philippoussis revealed 
bruised feelings in spotting 
Roche, on adviser to Rafter, 
and John Newcombe sitting 
and celebrating with the 
Rafter contingent at the 
final. 

"To be quite honest, today 
when you see those guys. 
Davis Cup captain, coach, 
sitting in his box ... 1 would 
say I was extremely disap- 
pointed. I expected a lot 
more." 

Another disappointed fig- 
ure at the championships 
was world number one Pete 
Sampras, foiled by Rafter in 
the semifinals in his bid to 
tie Australian Roy Emerson 
for tops on the all-time list 
with 12 Grand Slam men’s 
titles. 


Sampras’s next shot at 
^ing the mark will come, 
fittingly, at the Australian 
Open. Sampras said miss- 
ing his njn at the record was 
not the end of the world, 
after ail, and that be took 
fnide in winning his fifth 
Mmbledon this summer. 

Perspective was a persis- 
tent dieme at the Open. 

The most poignant case 
being that of Switzerland's 
Marc Rosset, the 1992 
Olympic champion. 

Rosset. a first-round Open 
loser to Slovak Dominik 
had booked a ticket 
to return home on the 
doomed Swissair Flight 1 1 1 
chat crashed off the coast of 
No\^ Scotia. Canada, 
killing all 229 people 
aboard. 

The 27-year-old Swiss 
had a change of heart at the 
last minute and decided 
instead to hang around 
Flushing Meadows on extra 
day. 

“It was a strange feeling 
when you realise that for 
just changing your mind, 
you are still alive," Rosset 
said. 

“I am going to try to enjoy 
more my life. like every 
day, and it is going to be a 
benefit for myself.” 


Leading ATP lour 

MONACO (R) — Leading prize mon^ winners issued by the ATP Tour on 
Monday: 


1. Patrick Rafter (Australia) 

2. Marcelo Rios (Chile) 

3. Pete Sampras (JJ.S.) 

4. Carlos Moya (^ain) 

5. Alex Corretja (Spain) 

6. Petr Korda tezcch Rwublic) 

7. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Russia) 

8. Albert Costa (Spai^ 

9. Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia) 


13. Jonas ^orldrnan (Sweden) 

14. Richard Krajicek (Netherlands) 

15. Tun Henman (Britain) 

16. Paul Haarhuis (Netherlands) 

17. Gustavo Kuerten (Brazil) 

18. Cedric Pioline (France) 

19. Greg Rusedski (Britain) 

20. Alberto Berasategui (Spain) 


$2,085,807 

1,^81,671 

1,541,537 

1,535,423 

1,167.839 

1,027,213 

917,422 

909,826 

882,922 

865,320 

857,277 

840,018 

822,344 

818.144 

720,870 

661,377 

646,904 

633,638 

631,237 

602,180 


U.S. Open at a glance 


NEW YORK CAP) — 
Hi^ghis of Sunday's play in 
iheS14miUjoo U5. Open tennis 
championships: 

Weather Sunny and warni. 
with a high of 80. 

Attasdance: 21/447. Total for 
the toumameoc — 535155. 
down fiom last year by 24349. 
Results: F^trick Rafter won his 
second consecutive men's ^ 
glestitle widi a6-3. 3-6. 6-Z 6-0 
vicuny over Mark Philippoussis. 
It was the first all-AustroIian 
men's final at die U.S. champi- 
onships since 1970, when Ken 


Roscwall beatToqy Rocbe, now 
Rafter's coach. Martina Hingis 
comfrieted a personal Grand 
Slam, winning the women's 
doubles wi± Jana Novotna over 

Lindsay Davotpori and Natasha 
Zvereva 6-3, 6-3. David 
Nalbaodian won the boys sin- 
gles. 6-3. 7-5, over Roger 
Fedcier. while Jelena Ookic 
took die gitis singles with a 64, 
6-2 vicuny over Katarina 
Srebotmk. The men's feg etirfc 
doubles dde went to Vijay 
Amriiz^ and Jose H^uoas, 6-4, 
6-4, over Ttnn Gullikson and 


Dick Stockton, and the women's 
trends doubles were won by 
Betsy Nagelsen and 
TbmbuU. 7-6 (7-5), 6-3, ovff 
Gigi Fernandez and Betty Stove. 
State of the Rafter was 
cietfiffid trifh just five unforced 
enors, con^jaied with 29 for 
Fhilippousas. 

Qon^ ol the Day: "Having the 
experience of last yev reaBy 
helped me. 1 was just auisiqg-'’ 
Patrick Rafter, winning his 
second Grand angles 
tmjwn and nxyving to No 2 in foe 
world. 
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CINEMA 


TEU5677420 


PHILADBLranAT 


Sophie Marceau 
in 

Leo Tolstoy's 

ANNA KARENINA 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 


PLAZA 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 


TEL- 5934793 


NASSER ZA'EEM 

•f>i- Additional shows Thursday and 

Shows: 330, 6:lo, 32^0 


8:30,10:30 


Friday evenings at 12:1 

GODZILLA 

Shows: 12:30,3:30 


CONCORD 1 GALLERIA! 



■CPivJCQRD:i: ABDOUN 

NASSER yym.Kctis.com.jo}Qdleria 

Shows: 12:^ 3;30.S:)S,8:30, 10:30 ARMAGEDDON 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

V}ww,ctisxxim.jolGallim 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

ShowK 3:3a 5:30 only 


ARMAGEDDON GREAT 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 830, 10:45 EXPECTATIONS 

Shows; 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:45 


HtetMnsIhaafce 
TEL: 4625155 


WATCH OUT FOR 

the new play 

Terrorism 
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Sosa passes Maris, ties 
McGwire with his 62nd 


CHICAGO (AP) — Sammy 
Sosa wasn't the Hrst to pass 
Babe Ruth and Roger 
Maris. So what? Now he 
has caught Marie McGwire 
and rekindled this remark- 
able race for one of the most 
glamorous and prestigious 
records in all of sports. 

Sosa bit his 61st and 62nd 
homers Sunday, sending 
tears streaming down his 
clicks and Wrigley Field 
into euphoria. 

Then the man who once 
sold fruit, shined shoes and 
washed cars in his native 
Dominican Republic 
promised that “this is not 
over yet.” 

“I’ll let you know when 
the year is over,” Sosa said 
when asked how many he 
thought he could hit. 

And after four homers in 
three days against the 
Milwaukee Brewers, his 
favourite pitching staff for 
long balls, Sosa might 
indeed be ready to jump 
ahead of McGwire. 

Hours after Sosa's stun- 
ning performance, 

McGwire was removed 
from a game at Houston 
because of back spasms. 
McGwire is 1 -for- 1 4 since 
bretddng Maris' record with 
No. 62 last Tuesday night 
agunst the Cubs in St. 
l^uis. 

4t’s awesome, outstand- 
ing," McGwire said of 
Si^. “I've been doing this 
for the last few years with 
Ken Griffey. We go back 
and forth. 

‘‘We’ve got until the 27lb 
of September. I don't think 
you have to be a rocket sci- 
entist to figure out it's not 
over. I never once thought 
that was it.” 

When the Cubs beat the 
Brewers 11-10 on Sunday 
on Maik Grace's two-out 

Bierhoff 

voted 

German 

Footballer 

of the 

Year 

BONN (R) — AC Milan 
striker' Oliver Bieiiioff was 
voted German Footballer of 
the Year by a panel of sports 
journalists. 

Bierhoff. 30, beat veteran 
Bayern Munich libero 
LcAar Mattbaeus and 
Kaiserslautern striker Olaf 
Marschall into second and 
third places in the vote 
cxganised 1^ soccer maga- 
ane Kicker. 

Bieihoff was the best scor- 
er in the Italian Serie A last 
season with 27 goals for 
Udinese. He then moved to 
AC Milan and scored twice 
in a 3-0 win over Bologna in 
the club's opening league 
tnatch last Sanaxlay. 

The tall blond suiker went 
down in hisory two years 
ago. scoring die ‘*golden 
g^" which gave G^any 
victory over the C^b 
Republic in die European 
ebutnpionship final at 
Wernblq^. 

Since making his intma- 
doiial d^t in February 
1^ ag^DSt Pcxuigal, 
Bieihoff has appeared 33 
times foe Genmny. scoring 

20 go^. 

''When I think of what has 
haf^iened to me during the 
two years, I sometimes 
]^[ooder if it's r^y true or if 
it's all a dream.” Bieihoff 
K)ld Kicker in an interview 
t^lcased 00 Monday. 

“It is a great honour to 
receive this award, especially 
«hen you take a look at aU 
the grkt names on the lisC' 
he added. 

Rieihoff won 501 votes 
jwDpared with 196 for 
Matthaeus and 107 for 
Borussia 

^(^ntnuDd defender Jueigen 
who claimed the 
award last year, came 
JJ^kShatly before stepping 
ttown as national coach last 
Beni Migts bad 
^^Ptnnted Bieihoff as the 
Gennany na prain. 



Chicago Cubs Sammy Sosa comes around on his swing and watches his 62nd home ran 
of the season leave Wrigley Field in the ninth inning of their game against the 
Milwaukee Brewers on Sunday Sosa's 62nd, hit off pitcher Eric Plunk, ties the new major 
league record set by SL Louis Cardinals Mark McGwire (Rehires photo) 


homer in the iOth, Sosa 
stood in the on-deck circle, 
denied another at-bat and 
shot at No. 63. 

“I thought pretty much the 
home run race was going to 
be McGwire's. But when 
my buddy gets hot, he can 
hit them in a burry. And he 
proved that,” Grace said 
after jokingly apologising 
for robbing Sosa of another 
at-baL 

“1 just hope Sammy gets 
the attention he deserves. 
Not only has he hit 62 
homers, but he has carried 
us. He is without a doubt 
the MVP of the National 
League.” 

Sosa. who trailed 


McGwire 24-9 in late May, 
homered off Bronswell 
Patrick in the fifth inning, 
sending an 0-1 pitch 480 
feet into the street behind 
the left-field fence. He hit 
another 480-foot homer in 
the ninth, a solo shot off 
Eric Plunk. 

That one dropped Babe 
Ruth into fourth place on 
the single-season list with 
60, which he hit in 1927. 
Maris passed that mark with 
61 in 1961. Now, amazing- 
ly, a record thsu had stoi^ 
for 37 years has been 
passed twice in less than a 
week. 

“It’s unbelievable. It was 
something that even 1 can't 


believe I was doing,” Sosa 
said after his ninth and 10th 
homers off Milwaukee 
pitching. ‘‘‘It con happen to 
two people, Mark and I.” 

With tears and sweat run- 
ning down bis face as he sat 
in dugout after his sec- 
ond triumphant tour around 
the bases, Sosa came out for 
three curtain calls. Fans lit- 
tered the field with paper 
cups and other debris while 
chanting “Sam-mee! Sam- 
mee!” causing a delay that 
lasted six minutes. 

“I don't usually cry, but I 
cr>' inside. 1 was blowing 
kisses to my mother. 1 was 
crying a little bit," Sosa 
said. 


World Cup stars Zidane, Deschamps 
questioned in doping probe 



French juventus player Zinedine Zidane answers journalist 
questions as he leaves the office of prosecutor Raffaele 
Guariniello in Turin Monday (Retures photo) 


TURIN (AP) — French 
World Cup stars 
Zinedine Zidane and 
Didier Deschamps. who 
both play for Italian club 
Juventus of Turin, were 
questioned Monday by a 
prosecutor looking into 
possible use of banned 
substances in Serie A. 

Neither player would 
be specific about what 
they told Turin prosecu- 
tor Raffaele Guariniello. 
Both did say creatine, a 
legal muscle-builder, was 
discussed. 

Deschamps had also 
been called in by 
Guariniello last month. 

Guariniello has ques- 
tioned several current 
and former Juventus 
players and coach 
Marcello Lippi and has 
obtained the club's med- 
ical records during his 
month-long investiga- 
tion. 

His is one of three sep- 
arate inquiries into the 
use of banned substances 
in Italian soccer. 

One for the Italian 
Olympic Committee's 
antidoping commission 
ended in August without 
finding evidence of ille- 
gal drug use, but did find 
that the use of legal mus- 


cle-builders is wide- 
spread. 

The investigations were 
triggered when AS Roma 
coach Zdenek Zeman 
expressed his “amaze- 
ment" at the quick mus- 
cular development of 


some players. Zeman 
specifically mentioned 
current Juventus striker 
Alessandro Del Piero 
and former Juve star 
Gianluca \fiaili, now 
player-coach for English 
club Chelsea. 



Commonwealth Games 

O’Neill gets record eighth gold, Aussies 
wins four out of five swim events 


KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — 
ftur-gold Susie O'Neill coHea- 
ed a women's rerord dgbdi 
Commonwealth Games tide 
and Midiael KHm made it a 
wold record, two golds a silver 
and a bronze from four swims 
as Austitdia mainiaiiwf its 
strangldiold in the pool 

MondfQr. 

O’N^ who woo a gold at 
Auckland in 1990 and diree 
more in Victoria, British 
Colombia in ‘94, took her total 
here to four with a double suc- 
cesses in the pool 

After winning the 400-metre 
freestyle, O'NdO swam the 
final 1^ of die 4x100 freestyle 
relay for gold No. 8. 'That’s the 
roost for a woman swimmer 
and one fewer tiian Kfike 
A^^odeo’s total of niae. 

Klim. udK) shared in 
Australia's 4x200 metre 
freesQrle world record triunifd) 
on Sunday, set a Games record 
in the 100 free with a time of 
4943 to edge counnyman Quis 
Fydler and England’s Gavin 


Meadows. 

4 don't think about records a 
hell of a lot,” O'Neill sad. “But 
I know that when I redre it will 
be niceL I suppose Fd like peo- 
ple to remember my name so 
this is a good way of ddng il” 

Australia also gained swim- 
ming g old s through Giaan 
Rooney in the women's 100- 
metre backstroke but its streak 
of golds was stc^qwd at 10 by 
Canada's Mark Ntofeld, who 
triumphed in the men’s 200 
backaroke. 

While the 5B00 
Comntonweahh Games athletes 
chased more medals Monday, 
there was a health scare in the 
vill^ when a women 
Australian team ofBcial and a 
New Zealand team donor con- 
tracted the poteatiaBy fatal 
dengue fever. 

“She’s in ho^ial and it looks 
very much like she's got it.” sad 
Australian team doctor Brian 
Sando said the woman, who 
declined to identify the woman. 

According to New Zealand 


team chief Les Mills, Dr. Nick 
Chamberlain {xobably ronghr 
tbc disease when he was lunen 
by a mosquito during a run. 

'ThQ' took him in for a test, 
look a blood san^Ie and he was 
diagtKtsed," Mills said, “it's not 
serious there are no complica- 
tions. we expect him back in a 
couple of days." 

In action outside the pool 
Andrei Kravtsov, a 27-year-oId 
Russian who mo\^ to 

Australia almost six ^'ears ago, 
overcame a shoulder injury and 
a poristent challenge by 
England’s Aixirew Aihenon to 
win the men's all-round gym- 
nastics title. 

Australia's Brennon Dowrick 
look the bronze but the banie 
was mainly between Kravtsov 
and Atherton widi the 

Australian triump^ung by .65. 

Host Malayria collected its 
second gold of ibe Games by 
winning the men's team bad- 
minton title while England won 
the women's gold. 

South Africa picked up its first 


medal and first tide of ibe 16th 
Games when Gavin van Rhyn 
and Michael 'Tluele won ^ 
men's pairs free rifle prone at 
the ^looting ranges on pic- 
turesque 

Langkawi Island off 
Malaysia's east coast 

'The ^N-er went to England's 
Phil Scanlon and Ndl Day and 
Tim Lowndes and Wurcn 
Potent of Australia won the 
braize. 

Sharon Bowes and Quistinu 
Ashcroft earned Canada its 
third gold medal of the garriK 
by winning the women's air 
rifle. 

Noemi Rostas and Belinda 
Mudilberg of Australia claimed 
the silver and England's 
Rebecca Spicer and Louise 
Mined collected bronze. 

Canada's streak of Games tri- 
umphs in synchronised swim- 
ming continued with Valerie 
Hould-Marchand’s success in 
the solo event ahead of 
Australia's Naomi Young and 
England’s Gayle Adamson. 


Tottenham Hotspur owner rejects takeover bid 


LONDON (AP) — Tottenham 
Hotspur chairman Alan Su^ has 
rejected a takeover bid by British 
investment company EMC. the 
London Stock Exchange said 
Monday. 

Spurs were one of several 
Premier League clubs linked with 
a takeover in the wake of last 
week's 623 million pound ($1 
billion) bid by BSkyB for 
Manchester United. 

Arsenal, defending Lea^e and 
F.A. Cup double tifiist, has also 


confirmed it is negotiating with 
communications company 

Carlton. 

Sugar said Monday he had 
received the ENIC bid last 
Thursday and bad rejected it. 

Enic, which already owns m^or 
stakes in Glasgow Rangers, a£K 
Athens, Slavia Prague and 
Vincenza in Italy, has indicated it 
wants to buy into the Premier 
League. 

Last month. Sugar said he 
would consider others for his 


40.88 per cent stake in Tottenham 
after hundreds of fans demon- 
strated outside the home ground 
at White Hart Lane calling for 
head coach Christian Gross and 
himself to resign. 

Gross was fired a week later 
after steering Spurs to its first 
win of the season over Everton. 
Spurs scored a 2-1 win over 
Blakbum following Gross' axing 
but slumped to a 3-0 loss to 
Middlesbrough Sunday and are in 
12th place in 20-team league. 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 large bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, dNng, spacious 
li^dng room, launeby, Mephone, fireplace, satellite and storage 
room, modren Mtclien. Location: Swieifiyeh, 2 minutes from the 
shopping center. 

Suibd^ for tBplomats. Annua) payment (negoUaUe) 

Contact owner (SAM HALASA) at Tel.: 5817695, 
Mobile: 079/40172 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

— Annual Rent — 

Three bedrooms 
*TWo bedrooms 

Location: Shmelsani, near Bird’s Garden 
Tel.: 5667862 - 079/50504 


LUXURIOUS FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, large salons, dining, 3 bath- 
rooms, 3 verandas with garden. 

Location: Near Modem American Schools 

Please call: 5605626 



DELUXE FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT 
Located in Sweifieh, very near to the Orthodox Church, 9 Amin El 
Momany Street Consists of 3 bedrooms and utilities, separate 
entrance. French windows with a garden, car park, glassed big 
veranda, separate heating plus AC. Split unit cooling and heating. 
Period of rent Annual, monthly or any period. 

For more bifuniuUMi caHTel.: 5928092 9-12 a.m. -S-7 p.m. 


APARTMENT IN AL-RABIA 

ROFC RENT" 


lifzb ^ jri. Cortsisting of 3 bedrooms with built In closets 
(one' mas^k sitting and dinning room, living room, 3 
bathroom^ spacious kitchen In excellent condition, 
veranda, maid’s room, independent central heating, 
telephone & parking. 

^For more details please call owner at 568329^ 


A Reputable 

International Institution 

is seeking 


an administrator 


w'lth the following qualifications : 

O Fluency in both English & Arabia 

e Min. ( 3-5 ) years experience in OfRce 
Management 

e Excellent communication skills, 
e Computer literacy & typing skills. 

interested candidates must send their C.V's 
(Shouid indicate ref. *98/1409/2009) 

before S^tember X, to Fax* 58S8111 
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Iraqi deputies recommend end 
of cooperation with UNSCOM 


BAGHDAD ^R) — Iraq's 
pariiament on Monday rec- 
ommended to the Iraqi lead- 
ership that it end all cooper- 
adon with U.N. arms 
inspectors unless the U.N. 
Security Council renews its 
recently cancelled 60-day 


review. 


The 250 Iraqi depudes 
voted unanimously on a rec- 
ommendation that the U.N. 
Security Council should 
cancel last Wednesday's 
resolution which suspended 
regular reviews of Iraqi 
sanctions. 

But the parliament 
stopped short of calling for 
an immediate end to coop- 
eration with the United 
Nations. 

The Iraqi parliament also 
urged the Security Council 


to b^n dialogue with Iraq 
to review what has been 
achieved in the process of 
eliminating Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction. The 
elimination of Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion is the condition to lift- 
ing U.N. economic sanc- 
tions imposed on Baghdad 
after the 1990 Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. 

"The National Assembly 
[parliament] at the end of its 
session has authorised die 
Iraqi leadership to take the 
necessary measures which 
would guarantee the lifting 
of the embargo on Iraq.*’ an 
official statement at the end 
of the extraordinary session 
of parliament said. 

l^e statement condemned 
the U.N. resolution 1194 


and held the United States 
and Britain responsible for 
issuing iL 

“Hie assembly calls for 
cancelling its resolution in 
order to start discussions 
and in the event the council 
does not respond positively, 
the assembly calls on the 
Iraqi leadership to imple- 
ment its previous recom- 
mendations [which calls for 
ending activities of U.N. 
arms inspectors in Iraq],*' 
said the statement. 

The U.N. Security 
Council on Wednesday 
voted unanimously to sus- 
pend its regular reviews of 
Iraqi sanctions as punish- 
ment for Iraq’s August 5 
dedsioD to end cooperation 
with U.N. anus ins]MCtors. 


Sudan’s parliament backs 
normalisation of ties with Egypt 


KHARTOUM tAFP) — 
Sudan’s parliameni has 
backed calls by President 
Omar A1 Bashir for a nor- 
malisation of ties with Egypt 
and a series of measures for 
"defusing the tension*" 
between the two countries, a 
newspaper said Monday. 

Secretary of Foreign 
Relations Abdullah S ulims 
A1 Awad said ±e national 
congress will “back up all 
efic^ aimed at restoring 
Sudanese-Egyptian relations 
to noimali^," A1 Rai A] 
Aam reported. 

Bashir and Fore'ign 
Minister Mustafa Osman 
Ismail, who leaves for Cairo 
on Tuesday, have hammered 
out a series of measures for 
“defusing the tension" 
between Khartoum and 
Cairo, the A1 Rai Al Aldier 


daily said Sunday. 

Relations between the two 
coontiies turned sour after 
the military takeover by 
General Bashir. Both sides 
accused each other of har- 
bouring opposition groups 
undermining their regimes. 

Egypt also accused Sudan 
of being behind an assassi- 
nation attempt on President 
Hosni Mubarak during an 
African summit in Ethiopia 
three years ago. Sudan 
denied the accusations. 

But relations have thawed 
considerably since Egypt 
critic'ised a U.S. missUe 
attack on a Khartoum phar- 
maceutical plant on August 
20. which Sudan believes 
was instrumental in prompt- 
ing the Arab League's con- 
demnation of the attack. 

Egypt has also sent aid to 


Sudan in response to torren- 
tial rains tb^ have flooded 
many parts the Ahrican state. 
On Saturday, Egypt flew in 
a plane-load of jute and tents 
to tile flood-stricken coun- 
ny. 

On Monday, Egyptian 
Health Minister Ismail 
Sallam will lead a 20-mem- 
ber medical team to Sudan. 
Sallam's plane will cany 
food, medicine and oth^ 
supplies as part of Egypt's 

htimanifariati as q^ fafigg tO 

neighbouring Sudan. 

The humanitarian aid fol- 
lows S300,000 worth of 
assistance Cairo sent in 
August to Sudan, which is 
also suffering from a severe 
fanune and civil war. 


Sudan government bombs 
hospital in south — agency 


NAIROBI (R) — Sudanese 
^vcmment warplanes have 
bombed a compound 

in the rebel-beld town of Yei in 
die south of the country, the 
Norwegian People’s Aid 
(NPA) agency said Mcmday. 

One person was killed and 
22 others were injured in 
Sunday's attack. Nairobi-based 
NPA spdcesmao Chaat Paul 
told Reuters atier ^peaking by 
short-wave radio to f^A 
woctersinYei. 

‘between 1200 and 1300 
hours an Antonov plane of the 
government of Su^ airforce 
drr^iped 12 bombs in diree 
phas^ around the NPA hospi- 
tal and the compound which 
houses the doctor's mess." 
Paul said. 


Fourteen of die InjiBed — 
one in critical condition — 
were adnntted to tite hosputi 
whidi sustained dama^ to ns 
stores and adrrunistration cen- 
tre in the attack, be said 
“We feel our hospital was 
^Bcifically a target." Paul ssud 
The NPA bosphai is die only 
hospital in Yei, the main town 
in western Equatoria. around 
60 kilometres from the 
Ugandan bolder. 

Yet has been bombed several 
times this year, most heavily 
cm March 5 when 12 people 
were kiUed including a nurse, 
as the hospital sufrered a direct 
hit 

On Thursday, two people 
ded in a government bomb 
attack on a camp of internally 


di^laced pec^ at Lafaone in 
eastern Equatoria, also close to 
die Ugandan border. NPA said 

Equatoria province falls out- 
ride the scope of a thtee-mcxid] 
ceasefire a^eed by the govern- 
ment and soutbera rebels to 
ease the flow of relief food to 
hunger-stricken areas of die 

SOU& 

The Sudan People's 
LSieiation Amy started its war 
against the Khartoum govern- 
ment in 1983 and since then 
around IJS million pecpie have 
been killed through fighting 
and famine. 

NPA operates only in rebel- 
held areas of south Sudaa and 
also works to advocate rebels' 
pohtical cause. 


Iraq urges Czechs not to allow U.S. broadcast 


BAGHDAD fAP) — A gov- 
ernment newspaper urged the 
Czech government on 
Monday to rum down a 
request by Washington to 
allow a U.S.-funded vatiio sta- 
tion to broadcast to Iraq from 
its lerritcHy. 

The daily AI Jumhouriya, in 
a front-page editorial, said 
Iraq was r^y to expand ties 
with the Czech Republic "in 


all areas*' if it did not let the 
Radio Free Europe broadcasts 
to Iraq go ahead 
"The Czech government 
should not be deceived and 
give in to American pres- 
sure," the paper smd 
The Iraqi government 
objected when the issue arose 
last month over broadcasts to 
Iraq along with proposed pro- 
gramming diieoed at IrarL 


Another government daily 
warned allowing the broad- 
casts to Iraq would barm 
Iraqi-Czech relations. 

Ctespiie the previous Czech 
govenunem's favourable 
stance. Prague's new Social 
Democratic govemineni he$i- 
t^ed about Iraq, apparently 
fearing the station might 
become a target for terrorist 
attacks. 



UNCOMFORTABLE AT THE SLOTS: Palestinians Shadi left and Ahmad, botit 20-years-old from Jeridio, sit at a 
TOW of slot machines daring a press tour of frie new SSO-million Oasis Casino on Monday sdiednled to open for 
business today. The Palestinians are employed by the casino as cleaners. The casino, which will eventually be a pro- 
ject valued at $150-m^on and will include a luxury hotel and a golf course, is operated by Casinos Austria, the 
world's largest casino chain (See separate story) (Reuters photo) 


U.S. keen to use Khatami visit for thaw 


LONDON (R) — The 
United States would tike to 
Iranian Presiiteot 


use 


Mohammad Khatami’s visit 
to New York for the United 
Nations General Assembly 
next week to accel&are a 
thaw in long-hostile rela- 
tions with Tehran, diplo- 
mats say. 

But President BUI 
Clinton’s domestic troubles 
and Iran's threats of 


revenge against 

Afghanistan’s Taleban mili- 
tia over the killing of 
Iranian diplomats make any 
spectacular rapprochement 
unlikely. 

Former Secretary of State 
James Baker add^ his 
voice at the weekend to a 
chorus of influendai 
American strategists calling 
for better relations, telling a 
conference in Bahrain ^at 
Washington should consid- 
er easing its sanctions on 
Iran. 

But U.S. officials are per- 
plexed about how to pro- 
mote a dialogue with the 
Islamic republic, given 
fierce opposition from 
Khatami's hardUne clerical 
opponents to any direct 
talks with what they call 
"the global arrogance." 

Khatami, a m^erate cler- 
ic. is due in the United 
States for the first tinie next 
Monday, the same day as 
Clinton, British l4ime 
Minister Tony Blair and a 
host of world leaders and 
foreign ministers. 

Apart from his General 
Assembly speech, he has 
been invited to address the 


Asia Society of New York, 
the forum Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
used in June to propose 
buUding a “very different 
relntionsl^’’ Iran. 

An official at the Asia 
Society said it was not yet 
known whether IGiataini. 
would in fact speak to the 
organisation, where he 
might meet some powerful 
American opinion leaders. 

Clinton called in June for 
a “genuine reconciliation" 
with Iran and said that 
country was changing for 
the better, a sharp change in 
tone from Washington's 
frequent characterisation of 
the Islamic Republic as a 
"rogue state." 

Tehran responded by call- 
ing for deeds rather than 
words, urging the United 
States to release banian 
assets frozen since the 1979 
seizure of hostages at the 
U.S. embassy in Tehran 
during the Islamic revolu- 
tion, and to drop economic 
sanctions. 

It also wants Washington 
to stop trying to exclude 
Iran from the export routes 
for Caspian Sea oil and gas. 

Clinton waived U.S. 
penalties on a $2 billion 
Iranjan gas deal with 
French. Russian and 
Malaysian companies in 
May. 

But abolishing the sanc- 
tions that punish firms 
which invest in Iran would 
require legislation unthink- 
able before mid-term con- 
gressional elections . in 
November, officials say. 


However, the U.S. oil 
industry is pressing the 
administration not to shut it 
out of doing lucrative busi- 
ness with I^. 

One early test could be a 
decision on a request from 
Mobil Corp to swap oil pro- 
duced in Turkmanistan with 
Iran — a simple way to 
export Caspian basin oil to 
world markets. As a transit 
arrangement, the deal might 
not strictly breach the U.S. 
embargo on trade with 
Tehran. 

American officials are 
impressed with Kha tami ’s 
moderation, commitment to 
more cooperative foreign 
relations and attempt to 
promote civil society, free- 
dom of speech and the rule 
of law. 

They also see a potential 
Joint interest in containing 
Ir^, stabilising Central 
A.sia and nghring the drugs 
trade. 

But Washington remains 
wary of Iran's suspected 
links with anti-American 
“terrorism,** its missile and 
nuclear programmes and its 
virulent hostility to Israel. 
They are also aware that 
Khatami does not fully con- 
trol the anned forces, intel- 
ligence services and inter- 
oal security, which answer 
to supreme leader Ayatollah 
All Khamenei, an anti- 
American hardliner. 

Clinton administration 
officials who favour 
improved ties with Iran 
were relieved that Israel's 
supporters in Congress did 
not totally reject his calls 


for rapprochement, even 
after Iran tested a medium- 
range ballistic missile in 
July. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
influential on Capitol Hill, 
has repeatedly described 
Iran as the greatest threat to 
peace in the Middle East 

Clinton’s own reaction to 
the Shehab-3 missile firing 
was moderate, although 
Washington has made pre- 
venting the transfer of 
nuclear and missile tech- 
nology to Iran a major 
focus of its relations with 
Russia. China and North 
Korea. 

An improved U.S.-Iraoian 
relationship could change 
the regional security pic- 
ture, enabling Washin^on 
to scale down its unpopular 
and costly deployment in 
the Gulf, a prospect attrac- 
tive CO some in the U.S. 
ihilitairy, sources say. 

Some naval forces would 
remain to contain Iraq and 
reassure Arab oil monar- 
chies. strategic analysts say. 

The “dual coniainmenr 
policy which has been the 
keystone of the Clinton 
administration's approach 
to Iran and Iraq has been 
quietly dropped this year 
but DO coherent replace- 
ment strategy has been 
enunciated. 

“Like an old soldier, dual 
containment didn’t die, it 
just faded away," Gary 
Sick, an expen on Gulf pol- 
icy at Columbia University, 
observed this month. 


Israel offers reward for lost submarine clue 


ISTANBUL (R) — Israel issued an 
advenisemeni in a Turkish newspaper 
Monday, offering rewards for infor- 
mation on an Israeli submarine which 
disappeared 30 years ago with 69 
crew on board. 

The advertisement in Sabah news- 
paper. placed by the Israeli defence 
ministry and navy, said rewards of 
between $5,000 and $3(K),000 would 
be given to anyone providing infor- 
mation on, or remnants from, the 
Dakar which was lost in Greek waters 


in January 1968. 

The submarine, which last made 
contact with shore command on 
January 24. 1968. was on its maiden 
voyage under the Israeli flag from 
Portsmouth, England, to the Israeli 
port of Haifa. Its emergency buoy 
washed up on a beach in Gaza in 
Februaiy 1969. 

In a bid to recover the sailors* bod- 
Israel previously conducted 


les. 


search operations along the seabed 
near the Greek island of Rhodes, near 


the Turkish mainland. Earlier search- 
es off Egypt and other areas of the 
eastern Mediterranean proved fruit- 
less. 

The advert said the reward pro- 
gramme would last until December 
14 and included phone and fax num- 
bers for those with information. 

Mainly Muslim but officially secu- 
lar Turkey has formed close military 
ties with Israel since 1996 when the 
two countries signed a defence pact 
which angered Arab states and Iran. 


A bold first move, Jericho’s 'Oasis’ hopes good times will roll 


By Paul Holmes 

Reuters 


JERICHO — The lure of Las 
Vegas comes to the Holy Land 
this week with the opening of the 
first casino on Palestinian-ruled 
soil. 

The $50 million Oasis Casino, 
close to the biblical Mount of 
Temptation, opens to the public 
on Wednesday in what amounts 
to a bold gamble by Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 

it wiU be ofi limits to 
Palestinian citizens and the obvi- 
ous attraction is to punters in 
Israel, where gambling is banned. 
Advertisements in Israeli news- 
papers advised readers on 
Monday they were “two days 
away from the dream" of a flut- 
ter. 

.Arafat has iqjproved the 
money-spinning project over the 
objections of Muslim leaders in 
Jericho, a sleepy town of 20,000 
at the lowest point on earth, and 
the militant group Hamas. 

Citing Islam's prohibition of 


gambling, they say they fear the 
facility will corrupt morals and 
expose the world's oldest city to 
the world's oldest profession — 
prostitution. 

The European operators por- 
trayed the casino on Monday as a 
golden opportunity for 
Palestinians to find work and said 
they had plenty of experience of 
“careful and responsible" gam- 
ing. 

They also said they were confi- 
dent gamblers risked losing only 
their money and would not be put 
off ^'isiting the casino by bursts 
of Israeli-Palestinian unresL 

“It is almost a dream come true 


to see a major tourist attraction 
on the banks of the River Jordan 
that will give jobs to hundreds of 
Palestinians." said Norbert 
Steger. president of the 
Liechtenstein-based holding 
company CAP Tourism Inc. 

Steger, a fonner Austrian vice- 
chancellor, declined to identify 
the owners beyond saying they 
included Casinos Austria, odier 
European investors and unspeci- 


fied Palestinians. 

The casino, ringed by a robust 
steel fence on the dusty plain 
between Jericho and the Dead 
Sea, will be operated by Casinos 
Austria, the world's largest casi- 
no chain. 

The first phase of a planned 
S150 million tourism complex 
billed as the largest in the Middle 
East, the casino is aimed at 
Israelis, tourists and non- 
Palestinian Arabs from Jordan, 
and farther afield. 

"We believe the business poten- 
tial here is enormous," said Paul 
Herzfeld, head of Casinos Austria 
International. 

Arafat, his economic adviser 
Mohammad Rachid and the 
Palestinian Justice Ministry were 
all involved in discussions on 
approving and licensing the casi- 
no. 


“It is a tn^dy in the history' of 
Palestine and a black spot in the 
history of the Palestinian peo- 
ple.’* Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, the 
spiritual leader of Hamas, .said in 
Gaza. 


“The I^estinian (National) 
Authori^ (PNA) should recon- 
sider its stand before it is too late 
to regret it." he told Reuters. 

Hamas's armed wing has killed 
scores of Israelis in suicide 
bombings since Arafat struck his 
peace deals with Israel. 

The {xojea's general director, 
Alexander Tixrei^ said the casino 
had not receiv^ “any threats 
whatsoever." 

“We have our own team of 
international security people," he 
said. **writh the help of the 
Palestinian police and,..tbe Israeli 
police I am positive this is a 
secure place." 

Steger said the casino and 
planned hotels, sports and confer- 
ence facilities would eventually 
create 5SXX) jobs in the area, 
directly and indirectly, and spur 
other f(M%ign investors to put 
their money in the self-rule PNA. 

For Palestinians, struggling in a 
depressed economy teset by 
Israeli restrictions, the casino's 
arrival has brought a clash 
between u^ditional value.*; und 


the draw of a steady income. 

One 29-year-old Palestinian 
said he had given up his $400 a 
month job as a schoolteacher to 
earn S8S0 a month as a slot 
machine attendant despite his 
father's disapproval. 

“I'm not ashamed to work here 
but some people are real hyp- 
ocrites. They say it’s prohibited 
[by Islam] but at the same time 
they break the laws themselves." 
the anendant who asked not to 
be identified, said. 

The casino is located on the 
edge of Jericho opposite the 
squalid Aqabat Jatec refugee 
camp and can be reached along 
an Israeli-controlled highway in 
30 minutes from Jerusalem. 

One popular destination for 
gambling hungry Israelis — 
‘nirkey — clo^ dovm casinos 
in Februaiy. 

Work on the Oasts Casino, 
which has $35-only gaming 
tables and 220 slot machines 
under neon signs that offer 
"Desert Treasure," began 14 
months ago in a cloak of secrecy. 


Foreign staff are being housed 
not in Jericho but in Jerusalem 
and the West Bank Jewish settle- 
ment of Ma’ale Adumim. 

"Palestinians are very nice, 
actually," said Jana Horka, a 20- 
year-old croupier from the Czech 
Republic. "I thought it would be 
very dangerous but it's okay. I'm 
not scared any more." 

Palestinians will also staff the 
gaming tables but none of the 
local croupiers was to be seen 
during Monday's media tour of a 
glitzy gaming area that mixes 
Western decor with what Tucek 
called the “exquisite traits of the 
regional culture." 

Tucek said the PNA had grant- 
ed "very favourable" gaming tax 
terms until the shareholders had 
recouped their invesunent. Tax 
rates would then rise to about 25 
per cent, similar to those in Las 
Vegas and elsewhere. Tucek said. 


Fergietowed 
Kalian count 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's Duchess of Yod 
“Feigie" — is to wed an 
Italian count with whom tiie 
has been romantically linked 
since last year, his estiai^ 
wife told The D^y' Mai] 
newspaper Monday. Count 
Gaddo della Gfaeimdesca's 
e stran ged wifo, Micbeia 
Valli. said that her 49-year- 
old husband had told her diat 
he and Fergie were engaged 
to be married and she 
decided to give die match her 
blessing. "Sarah is great con- 
pany and 1 am extremely 
pleased that she has become 
my husband's fiancee," 
Sigi^ Valli. 46. stid, 
adding that Feigie and ha* 
husband saw each other regu- 
larly. at lus home in Tuscany 
and in Britain. 
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Bride wears white, 
and so do the 
wedding guests 


LONDON (R) — The bride 
wore white, and so did die 
wedding guess when "Scary 
Spice” Melanie Brcnra wrat 
to the altar with her fiancee, 
dancer J’lmzi^ Gulzar, televi- 
sioD re peats said. Hundeeds 
of fans of ibe pop group The 
Spice Giris turned out m the 
^ glis h vill^ of little 
Marlow, but ^ed to get a 
glimpse of Mel B fiianks to a 
massive security operatioD 
and a canvas-ccAtered walk- 
way between the Sl John the 
Baptist ebureb and a oeaiby 
reception area, Sl^ telerisioo 
repented. 






II.T." 


iL"!-' 


•••, 


J J 


1 

I ^ ' 


Madonna angers 
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Hindus this time 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) - 
Madonna has ofieoded 
Catholics and fundamentalist 
Christians with her provoca- 
tive use of Christian symbols 
in her music videos. Now. the 
Material Girl has angered 
Hindus, ^^haring a set- 
through blouse and a Htodu 
:^al maikbig. Madenoa 
petfonned hex song "R^ of 
Ugbi*' at the MTV Musk 
Video Awards last week. 
.*T4adonna*s MTV stage per- 
formance. which comb^ 
East^ mysticism with 
Western hedc^sm, did not sit 
well whb sincere Hindus. 
'Nhishnavas and yo^ ptacd- 
tioners around die ^obe.'^ die j < , 
World Vaishnava >Qsoiriatioa , >»kT 
said in a statemenL 
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^our self-worih 
is metered by 
yourweighf 
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NEW YORK { APj — Be^ 
she was a big ^ar, Jennifer 
Aniston was a little too big- 
To lose weight she had lo 
give up her favourite food: 
mayonnaise on while biead 
sandwich^. “T ifidn't even 
know I was overweight until 
someone told me." tbe 
“Friends" co-star says in the 
October Redbrok magazioe. 
"1 hate it that your self-worth 
is metered by bow much you 
weigh." Giving tq) her tnost 
cherished foods, getting oo a 

diet plan and exercise helped 

Aniston drop 30 pounds a 
few years ago. Now the 1.65 
meti^ toll actress is down to 
51 kilos, a we ight she main- 
tains without cutting out all 
fun foods. 
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‘I wanted to 
be the first to 
introduce them 
to Singapore’ 


__ A 


SINGAPORE 
Singapore firm ismaikedag 
U.S.-made rust proof sled 
chastiiy belts at a price « 
S788 each, a newspaper 









reported. Singapore’s Sunday ^ r: 

Time.s quoted. Cteaof 
Markerino n«nv»r EudtX® in " - 




Marketing * owner BjdffS 
Ong as saying she was taig^ 
ing husbaitds who suspo^ 
their wives of being unfeiih- 
fuL parents with teens®^ 
daughters and women 
feared being raped. *1 w^iw 
to be the first to inituduce 
them to Singapore. Periwi®* 
there are people who 
been hunting for them ^ 
don't know how oc where tu 
get them." the newspap®^ 
quoted her as .saying. 
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